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Chief Minister Sukhvmder Smgh Sukhu and Health Minister Dhani Ram Shandil ﬂag off the event in Shlmla on Tuosday

Ride for acause Cycllsts promote
healthy living, social awareness

TrIBUNE NEws SERVICE

SHIMLA, AUGUST 12
The Himalayan Adventure
Sports and Tourism Promo-

tion Association (HASTPA) .

observed International Youth
Day by organising a Heritage
Cycling Ride through Shim-
la’s historic route. Chief Min-
ister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu and Health Minister
Dhani Ram Shandil flagged
off the event from Oak Over,

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY OBSERVED

EA Heritage Cycling Ride was orgamsed through Shimia’s historic
# route. The event was flagged off from Oak Over.

Atotal of 35 cyclists, including students from St Edward's School,
Lawrence School Sanawar and Loreto Convent Tara Hall, pedalled
through the city's scenic heritage circuit, culminating at Peterhoff.
The ride aimed to promote healthy living, physical fitness and social
awareness on issues such as drug abuse and HV/AIDS
joined by dignitaries from the A total of 35 cyclists,
Cycling Association of including students from St
Himachal Pradesh and Edward’s School, Lawrence
school representatives. School Sanawar and Loreto

Convent Tara Hall, pedalled
through the city’s scenic
heritage circuit, culminat-
ing at Peterhoff.

The ride aimed to promote
healthy living, physical fit-
ness and social awareness
on issues such as drug abuse
and HIV/AIDS. HASTPA
president Mohit Sood high-
lighted that cycling is more
than a sport — it fosters disci-
pline, fitness and environmental
consciousness among youth.
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SHIMLA, AUGUST 12

Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu today exhorted
the youth to not only stay
away from drugs but also sup-
port efforts to make Himachal
a drug-free state by sharing
information about drug traf-
fickers with the police.

Stuikhu, while speaking on
the occasion of Internation-
al Youth Day here, said that
the government was com-
mitted to rehabilitating
drug victims.

He said that the govern-
ment was creating employ-
ment and self-employment
opportunities for the youth,
besides encouraging start-
ups. “To promote tourism,
the government will invest
Rs 3,000 crore in the coming
years. At present, about 8,000
homestays are operational in
the state and tourism activi-
ties have begun along the
China border,” he added.

Sukhu said that reforms in
the education sector had ele-
vated Himachal Pradesh’s
ranking from 21st to fifth in

Chief Minister Sukhvmder Sukhu wnth students on the occasion of Intematlonal Youth Day in Shimla.

the country. “Ten Rajiv
Gandhi Day Boarding
Schools will become opera-
fional from next academic
session. They will be
equipped with -swimming

~ pools and nufritious meals

and will provide quality edu-
cation. Teacher recruitment
is underway and advertise-
ments have been issued for

600 JBT posts,” he added.
He said that 6,000 orphaned
children had been declared
‘Children of the State’ and
financial support for higher
education under Dr YS Par-
mar Vidyarthi Rin Yojana,
which offers loans up to Rs 20
lakh at just 1 per cent interest
rate, was also being disbursed.
Sukhu launched an HIV

awareness campaign, sched-
uled to run from August 12 to
October 12, 2025. The cam-
paign would cover 6,000 vil-
lages and more than 1,500
educational institutions of
the state. He also launched
the second phase of the car-
bin distribution drive and
handed over bins to 50 taxi
drivers in Shimla. — TNS
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CM hands over 5,000 chilgoza
seedlingsto Bhutan delegation

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, AUGUST 12

A delegation of the King-

dom of Bhutan called on

Chief Minister Sukhvinder

Singh Sukhu here today

and discussed mutual rela-

tions, including an agree-
. ment of friendship.

The Chief Minister said
that relations between India
and Bhutan had always
remained cordial. He added
that an agreement of friend-
ship was signed between
both countries in 1949 and
was renewed in 2007.

The Bhutanese delegation
led by its Deputy Chief of
Mission, Royal Bhutanese
Embassy, Tashi Peldon and
Minister Counsellor, Royal
Bhutanese Embassy, Chimi
Wangmo met the Chief Min-
ister in Shimla. ,

Sukhu said that Himachal

" Pradesh was strengthening

the. ties by handing over
5,000 ‘chilgoza’ seedlings to

- the Department of Forests
" and Park Services, Royal
! j“ Government of Bhutan, as'a

H .

Adelegate i‘rqm the Kingdom of Bhutan called on Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu in Shimla on Tuesday.

token of friendship. He
added that 50 kg of seeds
collected by  self-help
groups under the JICA proj-
ect would also be provided
to Bhutan in October.

Peldon thanked the Chief
Minister for providing
‘chilgoza’ seedlings to
Bhutan and said that such a
gesture goes a long way in
strengthemng bilateral ties.

Vacant posts in power r board will be filled: CM

SHIMLA, AUGUST 12
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu today assured a

?1 delegation of the Joint Action
f-Committee

(JACQ) = of
Himachal Pradesh State Elec-
tricity Board Limited (HPSE-

_BL) that the government

would consider its legitimate
demands sympathetically. He
said, “Vacant posts in the
organisation will be filled to

streamline its operations.”

The employee union and the
board management are at log-
gerheads as the latter had
chargesheeted and transferred
two office-bearers of the union,
The JAC delegation urged
Sukhu for the withdrawal of
the chargesheetand the return
of the office-bearers.

“The Chief Minister wasn’t
happy over the chargesheet-

ing issue and asked the man-
agement to withdraw the
chargesheet,” said HL Verma,
JAC co-convener. “The Chief
Minister said the manage-
ment’s order to ban peaceful
meetings and protests on the
HPSEBL premises was not

right,” he added.

The other major demand put

forward by the delegation was
to stop “unscientific rationali-

sation of posts and restructur-
ing of offices” as these would
lead to adverse outcomes. The
delegation urged Sukhu that
51 posts of engineering and
others abolished recently be

Téstored. It also urged him to

grant the Old Pension Scheme
to HPSEBL employees and
frame a policy to bring out-
sourced employees on the
rolls of the board, — TNS



Address polirolis
issue raised by
Gandhi,Sukhu
asksBJP,EC

SHIMLA, AUGUST 12

Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu today said that
the BJP and the Election
Commission of India (EC)
must address the issues
raised by Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi regarding irregulari-
ties in electoral rolls.

Sukhu, while talking to
mediapersons here, said that
rather than pointing a fingerat
him and twisting facts, the EC
and the BJP must address the
issue of irregularities in elec-
toral rolls, as it was vital for
democracy. “Rahul Gandhi is
the Leader of the Opposition
and in a democracy, the Oppo-
sition has the right to raise its
voice in Parliament and out-
side. Democracy can survive
onlywhen the Opposition rais-
esitsvoice soitiswrongonthe
part of the Central Govern-
ment to crush the voice of the
Opposition,” he added.

The Chief Minister said
that Rahul Gandhi had
raised a valid and pertinent
‘issue and both ruling party
and the EC should respond to
that. Deputy Chief Minister
Mukesh Agnihotri supported
the demand for ‘Digital Voter
List’ initiated by Rahul
Gandhi and said that it was
not just a political issue buta
resolution to protect the Con-
stitution, ensure transparen-
cy and solidify the unwaver-
ing faith of the public. Any
kind of disturbance in the
election process, vote theft or
manipulation of the voter list
weakenis the roots of democ-
racy,” he claimed. — TNS
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523 educational institutions
damaged in state: Minister

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MANDI, AUGUST 12

Education Minister Rohit
Thakur today visited the
Seraj Assembly constituen-
cy of Mandi district to assess
damage caused in recent
cloudbursts and flashfloods.
He visited Primary School,
Nihri Sunah, Degree College
Lambathach, and several
other educational institu-
tions that had suffered
extensive damage. -

The  minister, while
addressing mediapersons,
said that 523 educational
institutions in the state were
damaged in the recent rain
disaster, while 109 schools
were completely destroyed.
In Mandi district alone, 29
institutions had been affect-
ed, 22 of which fall in Seraj.

Rohit said that the first
phase of efforts to rebuild
109 fully destroyed schools
would commence after the
monsoon season and Rs 16
crore had been sanctioned

for the purpose. The respon-
sibility of reconstruction had
been . assigned to the
Himachal Pradesh Housing
and Urban Development
Authority (H-IMUDA ).

He said that the recent

‘calamity had resulted in an

estimated loss of Rs 2,000
crore in Himachal Pradesh,
including around Rs 30 crore
loss in the education sector.
The construction of a protec-
tive boundary wall at Degree
College, Lambathach, was
being prioritised and Rs 6
crore would be arranged
either undér a World Bank-
funded project or allocated
in the next financial year.

To prevent such losses in
future, the Education Minis-
ter said that the site selec-
tion for new school build-
ings would be the joint
responsibility of the Deputy
Director of Education, Block
Education Officers (BEOs)
and designated nodal agen-
cies. He added that build-
ings should be constructed

away from vulnerable zones
such as rivers, nullahs and
landslide-prone areas.

For now, completely
destroyed schools located
within a 1-km radius of a func-
tional school would be merged
with the nearest safe institu-
tions. Forinstance, students of
Nihri Primary School would
now attend classes at Senior
Secondary School, Nihri.

Alongside the education-
related initiatives, the minis-
ter instructed the Public
Works Department (PWD) to
expedite the restoration of
damaged roads to ensure
smooth t{ransportation of
apple during the peak harvest
season. He added that pro-
curement under the Market
Intervention Scheme (MIS)
had already begun through
the APMC. To facilitate this,
five procurement centres had
been established in Seraj and
more would be opened at oth-
er locations soon so that local
orchardists could take their
produce to markets in time.
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Security for Vidhan
Sabhamonsoon

the Tw!

%handil announces |
separate treatment |

HERITAGE MEETS SUSTAINABILITY |

State's first zerowaste:

for addicts atIGMC |

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE |
|
SHIMLA, AUGUST 12 |
Health and Family Welfare |
Minister Dhani Ram Shandil |
on Tuesday said drug addicts ‘

" lindergoing treatment at

IGMC will not be kept with |

fnental patients.

] G6Kespyourseisrong, ||
' With your strong wil \

\ power,youcandefeat

‘ every evil 99 |
| Dhani Ram Shandil, HeATH |
| AND FAAHLY WELFARE MINISTER |

At el gl |

The minister made the |
announcement while |
launching the trailer of “The
White Truth” web series
against drug abuse under
the ‘Yuva Bachao Abhiyan’
by Himachal Gyan Vigyan
Samiti at Bachat Bhawan.
The web series is based on
people who have fallen
prey to drug abuse and will
have seven episodes. The
aim of the web series is to
spread awareness against
drug abuse. This series will
be available on the
YouTube channel of Gyan
Vigyan Samiti. -

: Duringtheprogranune,the
minister said human life was
precious and it should notbe ™
" d_estroyedbykeepmg itinthe
e ‘chitches of drugs. “Keep
rydurself strong. With your
strong will power, you can
defeat every evil,” he said.

|

sessionreviewed

SHIMLA, AUGUST 12
Vidhan Sabha Speaker
Kuldeep Pathania today
reviewed  the
arrangements for the mon-
soon session of the Assembly
commencing on August 18.
“There must be proper
security arrangements dur-
ingthe session sothat thereis
no inconvenience to anyone
and at the same time safety
for all is ensured,” he said.
Chairing the meeting, the
Speaker said the session will
have a total of 12 sitting and
conclude on September 2.
Pathania said there should
be foolproof arrangements for
the issuance of passes to
everyone coming to the
Assembly during the session.
He added that the pass hold-
ers must enter from designat-
ed gates only and parking for
everyone coming for the ses-
sion should be earmarked.

DGP Ashok Tiwari, ADGP

Gyaneshwar Singh and Secre-
tary (GAD) Rajesh Sharma
attended the meeting. — TNS

security’

tribal fest at Keylong

begins from tomorrow |

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, AUGUST 12

In the heart of Lahaul's
rugged mountains, Keylong
is gearing up for a festival like
no other. From August 14 to
16, Himachal Pradesh will
host its first-ever Zero Waste

- Tribal Festival, weaving

together the colours of cul-
tureé with the green threads of
sustainability.

The event will strictly ban
plastic bottles and disposable
cutlery. Instead, pattal (eaf
plates), biodegradable spoons
and reusable cups will take
centre stage, while water sta-
tions with regular quality
checks will ensure safe and
sustainable hydration. Cloth
panners will replace plastic
and clearly marked bins for
waste segregationwill dot the
festival grounds, turning

every visitor intoa partner in
protecting the Himalayas.

This eco-conscious celebra-

tion is being organised by the
Lahaul and Spiti  district
administration in collabora-
tion with Healing Himalayas
and Saahas NGOs, both cham-
pions of waste management
and sustainability education.

“This is more than a cultur-
al gathering——it’s a promise
{0 preserve both our tradi-
tions and our environment,”
said Deputy Commissioner
Kiran Bhadana.

A highlight of the festival
will be the ‘Heritage Echoes
Pavilion’, an immersive space
where the living traditions,
crafts and flavours of tribal
communities come alive. Visi-
{ors can savour q.uthenﬁc trib-
al delicacies reimagined with
global twists, making each bite

ataste of heritage. )

30 escape unhurt as boulder

hits moving bus in Chamba !

OUR CORRESPONDENT

CHAMBA, AUGUST 12

Around 30 p_assengéls had a narrow escape on
Tuesd?y morning when a boulder crashed onto
amoving private bus on the Chanju-Devikothi

toad in Churah subdivision.

. Thebus, travelling from Chanju to Devikothi,
was struck onthe roofby a falling rock triggered
by heavy rains. The impact tore through the
roof and landed in the empty space behind the
fh'iver’s cabin. The driver stopped the vehicle
immediately, preventing injuries. Passengers
were later shifted to other vehicles. The area is
prone to landslides during the monsoon.

Road cave-in distupts supplies

In another weather-related incident, a 20-m

stretch of the Pathankot-Chamba-Bharmour

National Highway (NH-1544) (pic) collapsed

near Dunera on the Himachal-Punjab border,

halting traffic and disrupting essential supplies.
The cave-in caused long traffic snarls, strand-

ing pilgrims headed for the
hesh yatra. By evening, the route was opened
to light vehicles. Officials said 15 roads
remained closed across Chamba district due to
heavy rainfall and landslides.

=
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DIPENDER MANTA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MANDI, AUGUST 12
It is dangerous to travel on
the Kiratpur-Manali
National Highway between
Mandi and Kullu due to fre-
quent landslides in the past
three weeks. Key locations

- such as 4 Miles, 9 Miles,

AL

el

- Jhalogi

Kainchi Mod, Dwada and
have witnessed
recurring landslides, mak-
ing this critical highway
vulnerable during the ongo-
ing monsoon season.
Recently, a landslide struck
a vehicle though the trav-
ellers escaped unhurt. How-
ever, such incidents have
underlined the growing risk
to commuters. The highway
is now open to only one-way
traffic on key locations at 9

miles, Kainchi mod and Dwa-.

da. Adding to the woes, traffic
congestion has become rou-

tine, leading to long travel

hours and significant delays
between Mandi and Kullu.
The district administration
and police have been regular-
ly issuing advisories urging
the public to avoid non-essen-
tial travel on this route, partic-

ularly during rains. The
stretch between Mandi and
Aut has reportedly suffered
considerable damage and
restoration will take time.
This highway is not just a
vital link for local travel; it

‘'serves as the economic life-

line for the tourism industry
in Kullu-Manali and Lahaul-

Spiti, and a key transporta-
tion route for agricultural
and horticultural produce,
particularly apples. .
- Farmers in Kullu and Man-
ali and Lahaul and Spiti are
growing anxious as the apple
harvest season approaches.
Manu Sharma, an orchardist
from Manali, shared his con-

Landslides paralyse trafficon Manali

cerns, “The poor condition of
the highway is worrying for
the farming community, With
the apple crop ready for har-
vest, we rely heavily on this
route to transport our pro-
duce to markets in Chandi-
garh and Delhi on time to
fetch good prices.”

Similarly, .ﬁosamg stake-

" Similarly, tourism stake-

® Farmers in Kullu and Man-

®The poor condition of the

{ ' that the poor road condi -

TOURIST STAKEHOLDERS,
FARMERS WORRIED

ali and Lahaul and Spiti are
growing anxious as the
apple harvest season nears

highway is worrying for the
farming community, says
an orchardist from Manali

holders in Manali have -
voiced frustration, stating

tions are impacting ,
 tourist inflow, causing ..
‘econoniic losses -

<< Landslides interrupt
traffic movement on the
Kiratpur-Manali highway in
Mandi. PHOTO: Al KUMAR

‘holders in Manali have

voiced frustration, stating
that the poor road conditions
are impacting tourist inflow,
causing economic losses.
The National Highway
Authority of India (NHAI)
continues to work round-the-
clock to keep the road opera-
tional despite the challenges

posed by landslides. Howev-
er, the persistent weather-
related disruptions have
made this an uphill task. The
authorities have urged trav-
ellers to stay updated with
official advisories and avoid
risky journeys, as efforts
continue to restore normal-
cy on this crucial route.
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W Bengal pilgrim’s
body found; yatra
to resume today

TRIBUNE NEws SERVICE

SHIMLA, AUGUST 12
Apilgrim (36) from West Ben-
gal, who had gone on Kinnaur
Kailash Yatra, was found dead
on the trekking route
between Parvati Kund and
Kinnaur Kailash peak in Kin-
naur district, police said here
today. The deceased has been
identified as Dipankar Kirta-
hia, son of Mahadev Kirtania,
a resident of Chandiberia in
South Rajarhat, Gopalpur,
West Bengal.

According to police, the
body was spotted among
boulders by temple commit-
tee member and a Home
Guard during their visit to
the area on August 10. After
spotting the body, they
informed the police. A team
comprising police personnel,
Quick Response Team (QRT)
and Home Guards retrieved
the body and brought it to
Ganesh Cave. On August 11,

the body was taken to the -

Regional Hospital, Reckong
Peo, for a post-mortem,
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Kinnaur Abhishek
Shekhar said that police had
informed the relatives of the
deceased who have reached
Reckong Peo. He said further
investigation is underway.
Till now, as many as four pil-
grims going on the yatra have
losttheir lives while over 1,100
Ppersons have been rescued.
Meanwhile, the district
administration has given its
nod to resume the yatra from
August 13 onwards following
favourable weather condi-
-tions and af*erine completion
of the restoration work on the
route that was damaged due
to a flash flood triggered by a

cloudburst on August 5. Amit
Kalthaik, = Sub-Divisional’
Magistrate (SDM) Kalpa Amit
Kaltaik, said the yatra would

resume on August 13. Regis--
tration for the yatra will be:
done on August 13 and 14

only through offline mode.

The registration will start at 6

am and a maximurm of 250 pil-

grims allowed each day.

“From August 15 onwards,
pilgrims will be able to regis-
ter both offline and online.
The daily imit will be 100 pil-
grims through online regis-
tration, 100 through offline
registration and 50 through
KTA slots. Registration slots
for August 15 will open on
August 13 at 2:30 p.m. All oth-
er procedures related to the
pilgrimage will remain in
accordance with the guide-
lines issued earlier,” he said.

The yatra commenced
from July 15 and will contin-
ue till August 30. It has been
suspended multiple times
due to erratic weather condi-
tions. The yatra begins from
Tangling village in Kinnaur
and concludes at Kinnaur
Kailash peak, situated at the
altitude of 6,050  metres
above the sea level,

Due to the physically
demanding nature of the
yatra, only individuals in the
16 o 60 age group are general-
ly permitted. All pilgrims are
required to present a medical
fitness certificate, which can
be obtained either from the
Primary Health Centre (PHC),
Tangling, or any registered
medical practitioner. The pil-
grims in the 60 to 70 age group
are allowed to undertake the
yatra only if they obtain their
medical certificate specifically
from the PHC, Tangling.
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Palampur’s tourism boost Multi-storey

parking pro]ect gets 370 crore funding

RAVINDER SOoOD

PALAMPUR, AUGUST 12

The state government has
sanctioned Rs 70 crore for the
construction of a multi-storey
parking project in Palampur

town. Announcing the devel- ,

opment on Tuesday, local
MLA Ashish Butail said
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu had fulfilled
the long-pending demand of
Palampur residents.

The funds, released under
the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) tourism projects, are
part of ongoing initiatives to
promote tourism in Himachal
Pradesh. Butail noted that
since CM Sukhu has declared
Kangra as the tourism capital
of the state, strengthening

The town will get rid of idle parking soon. TRIBUNE PHOTO

tourism infrastructure in the
district — particularly park-
ing facilities — remains a top
priority. The proposed park-

Multi-storey parking project
gets ¥70 crore funding

long-awaited project forward. Sanjiv Soni, president of the
Palampur Beopar Mandal, credited Butail’s persistent efforts

Tfor securing the funds.

With vehicle numbers In the region increasing by 5,000-7,000
every month, parking has become a critical issue. Currently,
Palampur can only accommodate about 100 vehicles in desig-
nated spaces, forcing residents, students, businessmen and
tourists to resort to parking in “no-parking” zones.

ing complex will accommo-
date up to 300 vehicles.

The project, however, has a
long history of delays.

Although the Palampur
Municipal Corporation trans-
ferred 8 kanal of land to the
State Urban Development
Department back in 2009, the
plan remained stalled for 16
years. The foundation stone
was laid twice — first by for-
mer CM Prem Kumar Dhu-
mal in 2008 and later by Virb-
hadra Singh in 2014. An earlier
attempt to execute the project
under the public-private part-
nership (PPP) model also
failed due to a lack of political
and administrative will.

The decision has been
widely welcomed. Gopal Nag,
Mayor of Palampur Munici-
pal Corporation, thanked the
Chief Minister and MLA
Butail for pushing the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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RAVINDER S0OD

PALAMPUR, AUGUST 12
Despite mounting environ-
mental challenges — with
eco-fragile mountains sink-
ing under the burden of over-
tourism and over 200 lives lost
to flash floods and landslides
in the past month — the
Himachal Pradesh govern-
ment has decided to proceed
with plans for a large-scale
tourism village at Palampur.
The state has already
acquired 112 hectares of land
from Himachal Pradesh Agri-
culture University for the proj-
ect, which is envisioned as one
of the biggest tourism develop-
mentsin the state, modelled on
Malaysia’s Genting High-
' lands. As Kangra has been
declared the “tourism capital”
of the state, the land will be
handed over to private players
for the creation of an interna-
tional-standard tourism village.
| However, the project is mired
in legal hurdles. The Himachal
| Pradesh High Court has stayed

19 AUG 2005

GREEN DEMOLITION The land designated for a tourism wllage,
which is home to hundreds of green trees, is likely to be cleared,
potentially resulting in the fellmg of these trees TRIBUNE PHOTO

the transfer of land to the
tourism department, but the
state has petitioned the
Supreme Court to vacate the
stay. Local residents, environ-
mental groups, scientists and
university staff have strongly
opposed the plan, citing risks to
thealready stressed ecosystem.

Overtourism is already a
pressing concern in destina-
tions like Manali, Shimla,
Dharamsala, Palampur and

Dalhousie, as well as in the
tribal regions of Kinnaur,
Lahaul-Spiti and Chamba.
Problems such as garbage .
mismanagement, traffic con-
gestion, water scarcity and
noise pollution have forced
many locals to move away.
The Supreme Court has
expressed alarm at the unregu-
lated growth of tourism in the
state, warning that “if things
proceed the way they are, the

vironmental dilenin :mTourlsm

village plans anudst ecologlcal concerns

day is not far when the entire
StateofI-IlmachalPrad&shmay
vanish from the map of the
country” The Bench empha-
sised that human actions —not

nature — are driving continu-’

ouslandslides, road subsidence
and building collapses in the
fragile mountain terrain,

In 2024 alone, Himachal host-
ed 1.8 crore domestic tourists,
the second-highest on record
after 2017’s 1.91 crore — an
overwhelming figure forastate
with a resident population of
just 75 lakh. During peak
tourist; season, over 40,000 vehi-
cles enter the state daily, chok-
mg narrow, decades-old roads
m major hill towns.

" While the state is marketed
as an “eco-friendly” destina-
tion, ground realities reveal a

different picture. Ecological- |

ly sensitive slopes are dug up
indiscriminately, construc-
tion often flouts environmen-
tal safeguards and sustain-
able development remains
more of a policy slogan than a
practical rga]ity.

/o
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Decades on, 41 Dalit families

13

await land ownership rights

KULWINDER SANDHU
TRIBUNE NEWS SERV}CE

DHARAMSALA, AUGUST 12
As many as 41 Dalit fami-
lies belonging to the
Balmiki community in
Dharamsala are still
awaiting proprietary
rights to the residential
‘plots they have inhabited
for several decades.

These plots were origi-
nally allotted to them in
the 1960s by Partap Singh
Kairon; the then Chief
Minister of the undivided
Punjab. However, after the
reorganisation of states
and the formation of
Himachal Pradesh in 1966,
the new state government
failed to address their
longstanding demand for
ownership rights.

The families have been
living on government land
bearing “khasra” num-

ber 3362/1013, measuring-

5,113.87 square metres.
Over the years, they have
constructed permanent
(pucca) houses on the
land, and some of them
are now of the second gen-
eration. Despite this, they
do not hold any legal title
to the land.

The issue was recently
taken up with Himachal
Pradesh Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
by Devinder Jaggi, former

Mayor of Dharamsala, who-

urged the government to

x e ks

Balmiki Colony in Dharamsala. PHOTO: KAMAL JEET

grant ownership rights to
the Balmiki families, who
have now lived on the land
for over 60 years.

“I have urged the Chief
Minister to resolve this
decades-old issue and
grant ownership rights. It
will provide permanent
housing security to these
families and mark a land-
mark step towards social
justice for the Balmiki
community in the hill
state,” said Jaggi.

In response, the Chief
Minister has directed the
District Magistrate of Kan-
gra, Hemraj Bairwa to look
into the matter and take

appropriate action.
Speaking to The Tribune,
Bairwa confirmed that the
issue had recently come to
his attention. “This is a

long-pending matter. T have .

taken it up with the govern-
ment and am hopeful that
proprietary rights will soon
be granted to the current
occupants of these residen-
tial plots,” he said.

Bairwa has forwarded
his recommendations to
the Additiénal Chief Sec-
retary and Finance Com-
missioner (Revenue) for
approval of land regulari-
sation and expansion of
the Dalit colonies.

/1
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Minor arrested
for killing father
in Kangra village

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

DHARAMSALA, AUGUST 12

In a shocking incident near
Dharamsala, the police have
arrested a minor boy for
allegedly shooting his father
dead in Sudhed village in
Kangra district. The murder
occurred between 12 noon
and 1 pm yesterday when no
one else was at home.

Initial investigation suggests
theboy fired a close-range shot
to his father’s head with a
licensed single-barrel .12 bore
gun after an argument. The
victim, identified as Vineet
Kumar, alias Sonu, worked at
Fortis Hospital, Kangra, and
lived alonewith hisson. =

According to police, the boy
dragged the body into aroom,
locked it, packed his belong-
ings and fled to Gurdaspur on
a motorbike. His movement
was traced through CCTV

footage and mobile surveil-
lance, leading to his arrest
within hours.

Suspicion arose when the
boy went missing and “his
phone was switched off. At
the time of the incident, only
Vineet and his son were pres-
ent at the house.

Kangra ASP Bir Bahadur,
along with Dharamsala police
and a forensic team, collected
evidence from the scene. The
murder weapon was recovered
and ballistic tests confirmed it
had been fired recently.

Investigators are probing
whether a family dispute trig-
gered the killing. Other possi-
ble angles, including family
discord and drug abuse, are
also being examined. The
police have stressed that due
to the accused’s minor status
and the sensitive nature of
the crime, all leads are being
pursued carefully.
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191 roads still blocked, Mandi
apple growers Stare at losses

DiPENDER ManTa

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MANDI, AUGUST 12

The apple growers of Mandi
are grappling with a niajor
crisis as 191 roads in the dis-
trict are blocked for over a
month due to incessant
rains and landslides. In the
worst-affected Seraj and
Karsog Assembly  con-
stituencies, farmers are
concerned over their inabil-
ity to transport their apple
produce to markets,

-In Seraj, 85 Public Works
Department (PWD)roads are
closed, while in Karsog, 17
roads are still blocked. Sev-
eral other village link roads,
which are managed by local
panchayats, are also blocked,
turther cutting off the farm-
ers of remote areas,

Guman Singh, an apple
grower of Bagrathach in
Seraj, says, “We are in a
dilemma, The fruit is ready
but without road access,
how we will take it to mar-
kets? We fear we will suffer
heavy losses if the situation
does not improve soon.”

The fruit is ready for har-

vesting but we are stuck

and helpless,” she adds.
The situation has drawn

Meanwhile, machines were  sharpreactions from political
deployed today to restore key leaders. Karsog MLA Deep
roads in the region and offi- Raj has expressed frustration

cials estimated that road over the delay in restoration

access could be opened with- work: and called upon the
in the next four days. Howev-  state government to deploy
er, continuous rainfall posed a Imore resources to speed up
major challenge to the repair  the opening of roads, “If
and clearing operations. roads are not restored imme-
Jaiwanti, a resident of the diately, it will be an econom-
Baryogi region in Seraj, e disaster for fruit growers,
says, “For more than g ‘who depend entirely on this
month, our area hag seasonal crop,” he adds.

remained  disconnected. Leader of the Opposition

Apple growers cross a nullah to transport their prod
damaged by a cloudburst are yet to

-~ e N
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Jai Ram Thakur, who repre-
sents Seraj, criticised the gov-
ernment for its slow response
and described the situation
as “horrible”. He told The Ti-
bune that “rains have devas-
tated Seraj. Houses have
been damaged, lives have
been lost and now farmers
face the risk of losing their
only source of livelihood, I
will take up the matter with
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu and seek
immediate action.”

Thakur added that if roads
were not opened soon, disas-
ter-hit Seraj would face eco-

uce to the market as roads in Mandi
be restored. vibeo grag

nomic ruin. He emphasised
the need for increased man-
bower, machinery and
focused attention of the
state  administration o
address the issue.

Public Works Department
(PWD) Minister Vikrama-
ditya Singh said that direc-
tions had been issued for
expediting the restoration
work in the apple belt of
Mandi. “We are fully aware of
the crisis and commiitted to
helping our fruit growers.
Every possible effort is being
made to restore connectivity
at the earliest,” he added.
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Hamirpur MP Anurag Thakur and Kangra MP Rajiv Bhardwaj meet with Union Railway Minister
Ashwini Valshnaw in New Delh| on Tuesday TRIBUNE P PHOTO

MPs meet Railway Minister, seek
survey of Dev circuittolink shrines

‘TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, AUGUST 12
Hamirpur MP  Anurag
Thakur and  Kangra MP
Rajiv Bhardwaj today met
Union Railway Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw and sought a
survey for a new ‘Dev’ cir-
cuit railway line between
Una and Kangra to help pro-
mote religious tourism.
Anurag said that the ‘Dev’
circuit would help link vari-
ous temples at Kaleshwar
Mahadev,  Jwalamukhi,
Chintpurni and
Baglamukhi. “The railway
line on this route, which is
visited by millions of devo-
tees from across the country

throughout the year, will
also benefit thousands of
students and teachers
studying in many institu-

tions like the NIT, ITIT, Med--

ical College and the Central
University of Himachal
Pradesh,” he added.

He said, “I have been
making efforts for sustain-
able railway development
in the Hamirpur parliamen-
tary constituency and on
Tuesday, I along with the

Kangra MP met the Union °

Railway Minister and
requested him for a survey
of a new railway line
between Una and Kangra.”
This railway line connect-
ing the Hamirpur and Kan-

gra parliamentary con-
stituencies with the whole
country would provide spe-
cial benefits to students, pil-
grims, traders, soldiers and
tourists, he added.

Anurag said that as
McLeodganj in Kangra dis-
trict is the abode of Tibetan
spiritual leader, the Dalai
Lama, the railway line
would  help  promote
tourism. “The 'railway line
will attract both domestic
and international tourists
and will immensely benefit
the people of Himachal
Pradesh by improving con-
nectivity, accessibility and
opening up vast economic
possibilities,” he added.
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Shimla’s hidden crisis The trash trouble beneath tourist gloss

The oo_os_m_ charm remains, Ucﬁ Umzmmﬁj %m U_smwomsﬁma air __mm m BOcsﬁ_sm mm Smmm crisis threatening Si

I__._. <_m<<

GUEST COLUMN

TIKENDER SINGH PANWAR
AND ASEEM ACHARYA

HIMLA still carries the
mmSQcoow charm ofthe
“Queen of Hills" — its
winding lanes shaded by deo-
dar trees, ridge views worthy
of postcards and a colonial
legacy that tourists flock to
year after year. But scraich
beneath the pretty facade,
and another story emerges —
one that smells less of pine
and more of piled-up waste.
Solid waste management,
once an invisible back-end
task for civic bodies, is now at
the very core of whether
Himalayan towns can survive
the next decade, In Shimla’s
case, the answer is uncom-
fortable: we are not ready.

] >l » )| o

The daily dirt — Shimla’s
waste in numbers

Every single day, Shimla
churns out around 107.75
tonnes of waste — 59 tonnes
wet waste; 43 tonnes dry
waste; and five tonnes inert
and ignored.

The Municipal OoGoBaod
manages to collect about 95%
of this using mechanical
vehicles. On paper, segrega-
tion  looks promising —
around 80% of households
comply. Wet waste is picked
up three days a week, dry
waste on the other three.

There’s a waste-to-energy
(WtE)plant that converts 70-80
tonnes into refuse-derived fuel
@®RDF) for cement ‘factories.
Wet waste is composted or sent
10 gausadans (cow shelters) for
feed. A bio-methanation plant
is in the works.

Sounds neat? Look closer —
the WiE plant’s power genera-
tion unit doesn't work, cement
companies aren’t always inter-
estedin our RDF and transport
costs eat away at the budget. In
reality, we're often just ship-
ping our problem elsewhere.

Copy-paste policles
in a mountain town
From the 2016 Solid Waste

Management Rules to
Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0,
most waste policies are
designed for the plains. In
Shimla, narrow hill roads,
sudden landslides and limit-
ed land make them unfit.
Garbage trucks can't even

reach some neighbourhoods.
Even worse, Shimla.has
no engineered sanitary
landfill. Waste ends up in
dumping sites alarmingly
close to forests, rivers and
aquifers — like Annadale
and Dhalli — where
leachate pollutes ground-
water and wildlife picks
through the debris.

Unsung heroes nobody pays

It’s not the official system

but the informal sector that
keeps Shimla from drown-
ing in waste, Local waste
pickers, recyclers and gau-
sadans repurpose about 5-6
tonnes of food waste daily,
often without recognition,
rights, or proper pay. Materi-
alrecovery facilities handle just

Aar
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MOUNTAIN OF PROBLEMS,
AHEAP OF NEGLECT
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daily— 59 tonnes wet, 43 tonnes
dry, Stonnesinert

RS R = O5%westecolectonrate, utro

engineered landfil —waste dumped
near forests and water sources

® Wastet-Energy piant operational for
RDF, but power unk defunct; coment
companies often reject waste

. = nformal sector repurposes 56

tonnes of food waste daly, yet
remains unpaid and unrecognised
= 2024-25 budget: 11415 crore for
waste management, ut only ¥33
crore for lancfill development

<< Forests littered with

54 ., garbage in Shimla. FL.E

1-15 tonnes of dry waste a day:
The rest is salvaged by this
invisible workforce — saving
the environment while strug-
gling to survive, .

All policy, no practice
Extended Producer Respon-
sibility (EPR) — meant to

make companies responsible -

for the waste they gerterate —

barely exists in action. Few
producers are registered,
enforcement is weak and
there’s no real system for
tracking plastics or fining
violators. The result? Pol-
Tuters profit, hill towns choke.

If the queen can’t
cope, who can?
Shimla’s 2024-25 budget

himla’s future

allocated Rs 14.15 Bd_.o to
solid waste memmmBmB —
9% of MCS’s total — but only
Rs 3.3 crore for landfill devel-
opment. The rest goes into
operating and Em_bgnﬁ a
broken system.

What the city really neéds
is mountain-specific solu-
tions: Decentralised pro-
cessing units in each ward;
an engineered landfill.in a
safe location; technology
adapted to small hill towns,
not just metros; inclusion
and protection of . informal
workers; and fiscal trans-
parency and EE_SH will

Because if Shimla — with
its resources, tourist rev-
enue and administrative
legacy — 1is struggling,
smaller Himalayan towns
are in even deeper trouble.
The postcard image of the
“Queen of Hills” will mean
Little if the crown is buried
under a heap of garbage.’

(Tikender Singh Panawaris
former Deputy Mayor of Shim-
la and Aseem Acharyaisan
wrban specialist and experton
woaste munagement.)
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Kangras flood- od-proneareas under watchful eye: DC E%mna mmmamm m:mﬁrmm

RajrvMaHAJAN

NURPUR, AUGUST 12
To ensure public safety amid
continuous water discharge
from the Pong Dam reservoir
into the Beas river by the
Bhakra Beas Management
Board (BBMB), Kangra
Deputy Commissioner Hem-
raj Bairwa inspected the
mand areas of Fatehpur and
Indora subdivisions in lower
Kangra last evening. He visit-
ed flood-affected stretches of
the Beas in Riyali and Mand
Bhogarwan panchayats, both
considered highly vulnerable
to inundation during sus-
tained water releases.

The Indora administration
had recently evacuated sev-
eral families from Mand
Bhogarwan panchayat after
their residential areas were
submerged twice — on
August 7 and 10. Though ini-
tially reluctant to leave, the
families were shifted to safer

o
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Kangra U%:Q Commissioner _._Q:é Bairwa inspects the mand areas of Fatehpur and Indora m:_oa_<rw_o=w and (right) flood-hit families Um_zm rescued in Mand m:omm..im: TRIBUNE PHOTOS

locations within the panchay-
atwith the intervention of the
Indora SDM and assistance
from the local police.

During his visit, the DC
interacted with residents,
urging them to remain vigi-
lant and follow administra-
tion advisories in view of the

ongoing discharge from the
dam, He assured that safe-
guarding lives and property
remains the administration’s
top priority. He also held a
meeting with BBMB officials,
directing them to ensure reg-
ulated water release from the
Pong Dam spillway gates and

turbines to minimise . risk.
The Public Works and Jal
Shakti departments were
instructed to assess and
report losses caused by water-
logging in the mand areas.
Recalling the flood disaster
two years ago — when
uncontrolled dam discharge

caused severe damage to
property and farmland, and
residents had to be airlifted
— the DC said the adminis-
tration is on high alert this
year and in constant touch
with BBMB authorities.
Heavy rainfall in the Beas
catchment over the past few

days has shatply raised the
Pong Dam reservoir level,
which has been holding
steady between 1,375 and
1,376 feet despite repeated
discharges in the last five
days. According to BBMB
data, at 10 am Tuesday the
water level was 1,376.64 feet,

rising to 1,376.93 feet by 2 pm.
In this period, the reservoir
recorded an inflow of 4,70;321
cusecs, with 2,27,194 cusecs
released four times between
10 am and 2 pm. Officials say
persistent rainfall is the main
reason for the sustained high
water levels and rising inflow.



l

U ofthe Andhra Khad, near Chir-
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0P BHURAITA
DIRECTOR, STATE RESOURCE
Omz,:»m. HIMACHAL PRADESH

"< gaonvillage at Rohru in Shim-
< la district, Himachal Pradesh,

The Tribs,am

“ unleashed a deadly torrent of
..debris-laden floodwaters that
swept through the narrow
Himalayan valleys. Over 200
lives were lost, countless
homes destroyed and public
infrastructure decimated. The
disaster wasn't just the result
of extreme weather or an "act
of God", it was the culmina-
tion of human negligence,
m.ooﬂom_o& mismanagement,
unsustainable human activi-
ty, a lack of preventive plan-
ning and policy failure,

Today; 28 years later, the same”

grim pattern has resurfaced

across the Himalayas, Cloud-
bursts and flashfloods recently

. struck Thunag and Seraj in

Mandi district, and Uttarkashi
in Uttarakhand, bringing back
the chilling memories of 1997.
These disasters reinforce the
| same uncomfortable truth: we
havenotlearned from the past.
What is more alarming is that

this has now become a recur-
1ing pattern in the region's eco-
logical behaviour — with
increasing frequency and
intensity. The
Himalayan ecosystem, repeat-
edly stressed by deforestation,
unregulated construction and
climate variability, is respond-
ing with more frequent flash-
floods, landslides and cloud-
bursts. Each disasteris partofa
larger, predictable trend, rooted
in both environmental mis-

. management and systemic [

governance failure. )
The recent spate of cloud-

bursts and flashfloods caused

widespread destruction, dis-

placing families; destroying

public infrastructure and once
again exposing the fragility of
our mountain ecosystems.

‘.qﬁmmmmagoﬁmgmﬁanﬁ

ring ecological crisis fuelled by
climate change, corporate-led
exploitation of the regionand a
disregard for scientific plan-
ning and local knowledge.
The fundamental question
now arises: Why, despite near-
ly three decades of warnings,
expert reports and recurring
disasters, do our policies and
practices remain unchanged?
The answer lies in a toxic
blend of short-sighted political
decisions, unscientific devel-
opment planning and the fail-
ure of administrative account-
ability. The Himalayan region
in HP and Uttarakhand has
been marketed as a space for
tourism, hydroelectric expan-
sion and road connectivity
under the guise of "develop-
ment’. Political leadership

gm.

across party lines has treated
ecological warnings as obsta-
cles rather than guidance. Pro-
Jects continue to be approved
in known hazardous zones
without environmental impact
assessments. Despite recom-
mendations after the 1997
Chirgaon tragedy, construc-

tion oceurs on riverbeds, steep-

slopes and floodplains—areas
that any-responsible planner
would classify as high-risk.

In Chirgaon, houses and
even a hydel project were
built on a floodplain, despite
warnings from hydrologists
and engineers. In 2025, we see
the same in Dharali, Sergj
and Thunag — new hotels,
homestays, and road-widen-
ing projects carved out of
mountainsides with little
regard for geological stability,

In Uttarkashi, hydropower

 Prevention, the

most effective and
cost-saving
component of
disaster
management, is
underfunded and

politically
under-prioritised.

and highway projects, like
the Char Dham road expan-
sion, have irreversibly
altered the natural water flow
and slope stability, increasing

. vulnerability to landslides
_and flashfloods. These are

systemic failures rooted in
political . expediency and
bureaucratic complacency.
Moreover, while govern-
ments are quick to declare
relief packages and deploy
the  National  Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) after
such disasters, they remain
largely reactive. Prevention —
the single most effective and
cost-saving component of dis-
aster management — is per-
sistently underfunded and
politically under-prioritised.
Funds meant for watershed
management, forest regener-
ation and community pre-

paredness often lie unused or
are diverted. Early warning
systems remain patchy. In

_many affected areas, local res-

idents have no prior informa-
tion and no evacuation plans.
A more dangerous frend is
emerging: the commodifica-
tion of the Himalayas. The
mountains are increasingly
viewed as spaces to be con-
quered, builf upon and
exploited, rather than fragile
management.  Successive
state governments, in their

y racetoattractinvestmentand-

votes, have failed to balance
development with sustain-
ability. Environmental clear-
ances are granted with ease.
Public hearings' under the
Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) process
have become formalities, with
community voices silenced or

. manipulated. Those opposing

destructive development —
scientists, activists and NGOs
-— are branded as "anti-devel-
opment" and sidelined from
policy discourse.

" Politicians make impas-
sioned speeches about climate
resilience and ‘“sustainable

development’, yet on the’

ground, bulldozers dig through

slopes and forests are cleared

for parking lots and resorts.
This disconnect between rhet-
oric and reality is costing lives

and entire generations their-

homes and security.

The 1997 Chirgaon disaster
alsoreflected a shift toward cor-
porate-led, profit-driven devel-
opment models, often imposed

- without understanding _local
ecological limits, This pattern
treats fragile ecosystems ‘as
commodities to be exploited,
rather than living landscapes
to be protected. This has mag--
nified disaster risks across the .
Himalayasandbeyond..

Logically, the solution is nei-
therradical nor impossible. We.
already have the data, scientif-
ic understanding and policy
frameworks. What we lack is
political will and a governance
structure that prioritises long-
term safety. First, strict no-con-
struction' zones must be
enforced in floodplains, active
landslide zones and areas
above a certain slope gradient.
Second, ecological restoration
must.become a central policy
pillar; reforestation, regulated
grazing, slope stabilisationand
wetland conservation are not
huxuriesbut necessities. Third,
disaster preparedness mustbe
community-based, decen-
tralised, and continuously
updated with local participa-
tion. Fourth, climate resilience
must be built into every infra-
structure project as a founda-
tional criterion. Above all, the
Central and state govern-
ments must recognise that
development at the cost of
safetyis destruction. '

The mountains will always
witness extreme weather
Cloudbursts, landslides and
floods are part of their natural
rhythm. The question is no
longer whetherwe can prevent
the next disaster The question
iswhetherwe havethe courage
and clarity to stop causing it.
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CM urges youth to back govt’s
- efforts to make H.P. drug-free

Amid concerns over the rising drug menace,
Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu on Tuesday urged the youth to
actively support the government’s efforts to make
the State drug-free by reporting drug traffickers
to the police. Speaking in Shimla on the occasion
of International Youth Day, the Chief Minister
assured that the government is committed to
rehabilitate those trapped in the drug menace.
He added that strict action is being taken against
drug mafias, including confiscation of their
properties. “Today’s youth are the future of the
nation and the progress of Himachal Pradesh is
directly linked to their well-being,” said the Chief
Minister.
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Govt committed to
rehabilitating youth
hooked on to drugs: CM
Speaking on International
Youth Day, chief minister Sukh-
vinder Singh Sukhu reiterated
the state’s commitment to
make Himachal a drug free
state while urging youth to stay
away from drugs and actively
support efforts to make Hima-
chal adrug-free State. “Today’s
youth are the future of the
nation and the progress of
Himachal is directly linked to
their well-being,” he said.
Speaking on the recent state-

ments of Leader of Opposition:

in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandi,
Sukhu urged the Union govern-
ment to respond to questions
raised him, saying that evading
issues by distorting statements
undermines democratic dis-
course.

“The questions raised by
Rahul Gandhi are important
and the ruling party at the Cen-
tre must answer them. The
Election Commission should
also respond. This is perhaps
the first time we are seeing
replies being replaced with dis-
torted interpretations and alle-
gations, which serve no pur-
pose,” said Sukhu.

During the event, the €M
also launched an HIV aware-
ness campaign, scheduled to
run from August 12 to October
12, 2025. The campaign will
cover 6,000 villages and more
than 1,500 educational institu-
tions of the state.

Earlier during the day, the
CM flagged off a ‘Red Run’and
‘Bicycle Run’ from his official
residence and felicitated the
winners.

13 AUG 205



The Hitmdustan Times

HP MONSOON

SESSION TO FOCUS
ON POST-DISASTER
DEVP MODEL: GUV

SHIMLA : The Himachal Pradesh
legislative assembly’s monsoon
session will have 12 consecutive
sittings - the longest in the 14th
Assembly since the 9th Assem-
bly in view of the recent large-
scale monsoon disaster, speaker
Kuldeep Singh Pathania said on
Tuesday.

Addressing the media after a
high-level security review meet-
ing, Pathania said the monsoon
session beginning on August 18
and ending September 2, aims to
allow deeper deliberations on
balancing infrastructure devel-
opment with ecological safety in
the wake of widespread rain-in-
duced destruction across the
state.

The speaker said that such-a
long session has occurred only
twice before in 1962 and 2009.
“This will be the third time in
Himachal’s legislative history
that the monsoon session has 12
sittings,” he said.

762 questions

received so far

According to the assembly Sec-
retariat, 635 starred and 127
unstarred questions have been
submitted by legislators, with
more expected before August 18.
Questions postponed from previ-
ous sessions will also be taken
up.

“This year, we aim to com-
plete 35 sittings in one year, set-
ting an example for other state
assemblies,” he said. )

He added that an all-party
meeting would be held on
August 18 at 12 noon before the
session begins, while a media
interaction is scheduled for
August 14.

Digital voter list will of the public.
ersure o pollsoq Surya spiti ke

SHIMLA : Deputy chief
minister Mukesh Agnihotri
on Tuesday, supporting the
demand for Digital Voter .
List’ initiated by senior
Congress Party leader Rahul
Gandhi said, itis notjusta

political issue buta

resolution to protect the
Constitution of the country,
ensure transparency and
solidify the unwavering faith

rally flagged off

HP'S FIRST ZERO  +

WASTE TRIBAL
FEST FROM AUG 14

HT Correspondent

letterschd @hindustantimes.com

SHIMLA: Himachal Pradesh’s
first-ever Zero Waste Tribal Fes-
tival is scheduled to be held from
August 14 to August 16, 2025 at
Keylong. Lahaul Spiti deputy
commissioner Kiran Bhadana
said that the “Zero Waste’ vision
of the tribal festival will be
brought to life through various
initiatives, including complete
ban on plastic bottles and dis-
posable cutlery; drinking water
availability at multiple stations
with regular water quality
checks for safe and sustainable
hydration; use of pattal (leaf
plates) and biodegradable cut-
lery to ensure eco-friendly serv-
ings; banners made of sustaina-
ble materials like cloth bags and
cloth-based banners replacing
plastic; and clearly marked bins
for waste segregation at multiple:
points for different waste types.
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SHIMLA: The Surya Spiti Bike
Rally, organised by the

Indian Army in collaboration
with civilian riders, was
flagged off on Tuesday from
Jutogh Cantonment in
Shimla, marking the start of *
the expedition to celebrate
79th Independence Day at the
.Indo-China border in Spiti.
The rally was jointly flagged

off by Col Swapnil Raut,
Commanding Officer, 871
Med Regiment (Shingo); ang
Col CK Gunde, SM,
Commanding Officer, 7
Mabhar. !
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Separate rehab centre for women ‘
‘to come up in Himachal: Shandil

Shailee Dogra
shailee.dogra@htlive.com

SHIMLA : Considering the
increasing number of female
drug addicts Himachal Pradesh
government is mulling on
building a separate de-addic-
tion centre for women in the
state, said health and family
welfare minister Dr (Colonel)

| Dhani Ram Shandil on Tues-

day.

Our government is consider-
ing constructing a separate
de-addiction centre for women
in the state. The number of
females addicted to drugs is
increasing every day in the
state,” said Shandil.

Speaking at the launch of the
trailer of “The White Truth”
web series against drug abuse
under the Yuva Bachao Abhi-
yan by Himachal Gyan Vigyan
Samiti here, Shandil also said
that the government is explor-
ing options to establish a gov-
ernment-run de-addiction cen-
tre in Shimla: This series, hav-
ing 7 episodes, is centered
around people fallen prey to

drug menace. The aim of the
series is to spread awareness.

At present the state has only
five de-addiction centres - in
Hamirpur, Kangra, Kullu,
Shimla, and Una districts, as
per the information shared by
the Union minister of state for
social justice and empower-
ment BL Verma in the Rajya
Sabha on July 30 in response to
a query by BJP MP from Hima-
chal Harsh Mahajan.

On the issue of drugs being

‘supplied in private drug de-ad-

diction centres, Shandil said,
“Strict action will be taken
against such centres.”

“The drug addicts undergo-

-ing treatment at Indira Gandhi

Medical College and hospital in
Shimla will not be kept with
mental patients. Our govern-
ment is going to take steps in
this direction. State govern-
ment has implemented strict
rules to stop the drug consign-
ment in the state. The general
public is supporting the anti-
drug movement in the state,”
Shandil further added.

The issue of lack of rehabili-

tation centres in the state had
also triggered a verbal slugfest
between governor Shiv Pratap
Shukla and chief minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu.
Shukla had said, “There is only
one Red Cross-run drug reha-
bilitation centre in Kullz. We
have been hearing about identi-
fication of land for setting up a
centre in Sirmaur but nothing
is moving on ground. This
shows the seriousness of the
government.”
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IMD sounds orang

HT Correspondent
lettesrchd@hindustantimes.com

DHARAMSHALA : The India
Meteorological Department’s
(IMD) Shimla office has pre-
dicted heavy rainfall spells to
continue in parts of Himachal
till August 18,

According to MeT depart-
ment officials, light to moder-
ate rainfall is very likely at
moest places till August 15 in
the state and at many places
on August 16 and 17. Also, very
heavy rain is expected at iso-
lated places till August 14,
while one of two spells of
heavy rain is likely till August
18. The weather office has
sounded an orange alert of
heavy rainfall on August 13
and 14 in Bilaspur, Kangra,
Mandi, Shimla.and Sirmaur
districts with a yellow alert in
Una, Hamirpur, Chamba,
Kullu and Solan districts. For
August 15, a yellow alert of
heavy rainfall has been
sounded in Una, Chamba,
Kangra, Mandi Shimla and
Sirmaur districts.

During the last 24 hours,
the monsoon was active over

.. the state. While light to mod-

erate rain was observed at
most places, heavy to very
heavy rain was observed at
isolated places during this
period. i

332 roads blocked
As heavy rainfall continues to
batter parts of Himachal, as
many as 332 roads, including
two national highway, remain
blocked in the state on Tues-
day - with 192 of them in
Mandi district alone. The
Chamba-Pathankot highway
caved in near Dunera, leading
to closure of the road.

In state capital Shimla,
three to four vehicles were

ealertin 5dists for today

Vehicles crushed under uprooted trees following heavy rainfall in Shimla on Tuesday. PTI

damaged by uprooted trees,
Around half-a-dozen trees fell
in the Tutikandi area, while an
uprooted tree damaged the
roof of a building in Vikas
Nagar, officials said. .

The Mandi-Kullu stretch
which was blocked near Kain-
chi Mod and Jogni Mata tem-
ple due to landslides on Mon-
day night, was restored for
traffic on Tuesday morning,
Police officials said that one-
way traffic is being regulated
at the 9-mile mark, Kainchi
Mod, Dwada and Jhalogi.

Meanwhile, NH-707 was
also blocked on Tuesday
morning near Shillai towards
Ronhat in Sirmaur district,

In Kullu district, where 73
roads .remain blocked, a
stretch of National Highway
(NH-305) is blocked at Jhed
(Khanag) due to a landslide.
Lari to Stickling stretch of
NH-505 also remained

blocked in Lahual-Spiti dis-
trict. While 25 roads were
blocked in Kangra, 15 roads
remained blocked in Chamba
district. Since the onset of the
monsoon in Himachal on
June 20, as many as 240 peo-
ple have lost their lives so far.

This includes 125 deaths
due to rain-related incidents
such as landslides, flash
floods, cloudbursts, and
drowning, while 115 people
have died in road accidents.
More than 2,000 houses have
been either partially or com-
pletely damaged. The cumula-
tive losses in the state during
the monsoon season have so
far amounted to around
2,000 crore. i

The highest rainfall of 18
cm was recorded in Nagrota
Surian, followed by Guler (16
cm), Ghamroor (11 cm), Nad-
aun (8 cm), Dehra Gopipur (8
cm), Jogindarnagar (7 cm),

Bharari (7 cm), Palampur (7
cm), Kandaghat (5 cm), Chuari
(5 cm), Simla (5 cm), Dharms-
hala (4 cm), Mandi (4 cm),
Una (4 cm), Kasauli (4 cm),
Kahu (3 cm), Solan (3 cm),
Pandoh (3 cm), Sundarnagar
(3 cm), Kotkhai (2 cm), Pach-
had (2 cm), Bilaspur Sadar (2
cm), Kothi (2 em), Nahan (2
cm), Manali (1 em), Sangla (1
cm), Paonta (1 cm) and Banjar
(Iem). :

Kinnaur-Kailash Yatra
toresume today
Halted after inclement
weather, the Kinnaur Kailash
Yatra-2025 is set to resume
from August13. Giving infor-
mation, Kalpa sub-divisional
magistrate Amit Kalthaik on
Tuesday said that the yatra
will be restarted from August
13. He added that on Angust 13
and August 14, there will only
be offline registration.

&
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On Int’l Youth
- Day, Sukhu bats
for drug-free HP

Times News NETWORK

Shimila: On the occasion of
International Youth Day on
Tuesday, chief minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
urged the youth of the state
tostay away from drugs and
actively support efforts to
make Himachal drug-free.
Sukhu appealed to yo-
ung people to report drug
traffickers to the police and
assured that the state govt
was committed to rehabili-
tating those trapped in the
drug menace. Strict action
was being taken against
drug mafias, including the
confiscation of their pro-
perties, he added. "The re-
forms weareimplementing
today will benefit the youth
in the next five years when
they will proudly say they
belong to the most prospe-
rous state in the country,"
he added. The CM also flag-
ged off a Red Run'and 'Bicy-
cle Run' from his official re-
sidence earlier in the mor-
ning and honoured the win-
ners. To promote tourism,
the state would invest Rs
3,000 crore inthe comingye-
ars. Thé govt is offering lo-
ansata4% interest rate for
home-stay construction.

HIV Cases OnTheRise

The CM launched an HIV -

awareness campaign, sche-

‘Drug dependents
not to be kept with
mentally ill patients’

Shimla: Colonel DhaniRam
Shandil (retd), the minister
for health and family
welfare, on Tuesday said
drug-dependent patients
undergoing treatmentat
Indira Gandhi Medical
College (IGMC), Shimla,
would not be kept with the
mentallyill patients. The
state govtisalso buildinga
separate de-addiction centre
for women as the number of
girlsaddicted todrugsis
increasing every dayinthe
state, said the minister.

duled to run from Aug 12 to
Oct 12. The campaign will
cover 6,000 villages and mo-
rethan1,500 educational in-
stitutions. Sukhu also ad-
ministered an oath against
drug abuse and HIV. Health

minister Colonel Dhani:

Ram Shandil (retd) expres-
sed concern over the 6,408
HIV cases reported in the
state, of which 1,453 are
among youth aged 15-30 ye-
ars. He said the state govt is
promoting HIV testing and
treatment alongside rum-
ning awareness program-
mes to curb the spread of
thedisease.

‘3

5,000 Chilgoza Pine seedlings handed to Bhutan govt

Shimla: Chief minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on Tuesday met a delegation of Bhutan govt
and said that it was a matter of happiness that the state govt was strengthening its ties by
handing over 5,000 Chilgoza Pine seedlings to the Bhutan govt as a token of friendship from
the people of Himachal Pradesh. .

* Adelegation of the Kingdom of Bhutan, led by its deputy chief of mission, Royal Bhuta-
nese Embassy, Tashi Peldon, and minister counsellor Chimi Wangmo, called on the chief
minister in Shimla and discussed various mutual issues.

-
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Shimla: Deputy chief mini-

: ster Mukesh Agnihotri on
: Tuesdayemphas1sedthatsa-
feguardmg democracy is a

collective re-
| sponsibility

of every citi-
zen, and
stressed the
importance

of maintai-

! ning the authenticity of vo-

ter lists and ensuring free

: andfairelections.

Supporting the demand

¢ fora Digital Voter List' initi-
¢ ated by the leader of opposi-
: tion in the Lok Sabha, Rahul
¢ Gandhi, thedeputy chief mi-

i
1

! nistersaid thatitisnotjusta

political issue but a resolu-

dia

o 13 AUG 2025
Digital voter list must to

protect statute: Deputy CM

‘CONG BID TO WEAKEN CONSTITUTION'

Shimla: Attacking the Congress, BJP state president Rajeev
Bindal stated on Tuesday that those whoinvoke the
Constitution are the very ones conspiring to weakenits

fundamental institutions.

"Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, Rahul
Gandhi; Congress state president Pratibha Singh, chief
minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, and the Congress party
aretrying to spread chaos inthe country by making baseless
allegations against impartial institutions like the election

commission,” claimed Bindal.

tion to protect the constitu-
tion of the country, ensure
transparency, and solidify
the unwavering faith of the
public. Agnihotri said that
any kind of disturbance in
the election processes, vote

theft, or manipulation of the

voter list weakens the roots

of democracy. A digital voter
list will increase transpay
rency, accountability, and
trust of citizens in the demo:
cratic processes, headded.
Agnihotriappealeq tothe
citizens tq strengthen demo:
cracy further by becoming s
-partof thiscampaign.

HP gets I45cr boost to
strengthen cancer care

. SanjeevVerma
-@timesofindia.com

: Shimla: The central govt
i has approved the Indira
! Gandhi Medical College,
: Shimla, and Shri Lal Baha-
¢ dur Shastri Medical College,
¢ Mandi,inHimachal Pradesh
i under the strengthening of
¢ tertiary ‘cancer care centres
i facilities scheme. Under this
't scheme, financial assistance
i is provided as a one-time
: grantof uptoRs45crore.

The information was

: shared intheRajyaSabhaon
¢ Tuesday by Union minister
! of statefor health and family
! welfare, Pratapraoc Jadhav,
: inresponsetoa question by
! BJP MP from Himachal Pra-
: desh, Sikander Kumar. The
! number of cancer cases has
i been on the rise in the hill
: state in the past few years,
i and the state currently has
: over3s, 000 registered cancer
i patients.

The Union minister ad-

The number of
cancer cases has
been on the rise in
the hill state, and
the state currently-
has over 33,000

cancer patients

ded that a total of 19 state
cancer institutes and 20 ter-
tiary cancer care centres ha-
ve been approved under this
scheme across the country.
The state cancer institutes
are provided a one-time
grantof uptoRs120croreun-
der this scheme. These insti-
tutions serveascriticalhubs
for advanced cancer care, di-
agnosis, research, and capa-
city building and are equip-
ped with specialised infrast-
ructure and expert manpo-
wer. They also play a pivotal
role in delivering high-quali-
ty care and strengthening
the public health infrastruc-
ture.

Healso informed that the
national programme for the
prevention ‘and control of
non-comrmunicable diseases
(NCD) focuses on strengthe-
ning infrastructure, human
resource development, he-
alth promotion, early diag-
nosis, management, and re-
ferralto an appropriate level
of healthcare facilities. Un-
der this programme, 12 dis-
trict NCD clinics, 108 com-
munity health centre NCD
clinics,and12district cancer
care centres have been setup
in Himachal Pradesh. Also,
as per the announcement of
the Union budget 2025-26,
more than 200 day care can-
cer centres have been appro-
ved for establishment across
the country. Among these, 18
day care cancer centres have
been approved for Himachal
Pradesh, and this initiative
aims to strengthen decentra-
lised cancer care by aligning
infrastructure development
with patient needs

.......................................................................................................................................
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Online verification for
social security pension

Times News NeTwork

Shimla: The stategovt has
urged the beneficiaries of
social security pension
schemes to complete their
verification (e-KYC) by vi-
siting the nearest Aangan-
wadi centres before Aug3i,
along with all the necessa-
rydocuments. )

The department of so-
cial Justice and empower-
ment developed & new mo-
bile application to verify
online (e-KYC) the benefi-
ciaries of social security

pensionschemes. Through
this mobile application,
thedepartment started the
process of verification of
all social security pension
beneficiaries, so that the
soclal security pension co-
uld be provided smoothly
toeachbeneficiary intheir
bank or post office savings
account. The beneficiaries
can also contact their nea-
rest. child development
project supervisor, tehsil
welfare officer, and child
development project offi-
cer.

1

Land sinking, homes cracking: Highway

project pushe

Rohlt.Mullick
@timesofindia.com

Kullu: Five villages in Hima-
chal Pradesh’s Mandi district
claim the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) is
endangering their existence
through unscientific wide-
ning of the Kiratpur-Manali
highway.

Houses in Tanipari, Shala
Nal, Jala Nal, Tanhul, and
Thalout villages in Balichow-
ki sub-division have develo-
ped cracks, while agricultural
land has been sliding ever sin-
ce the widening work started
around four years ago, accor-

s Mandi villages to edge

."I'~_-4. S Ty

—

Villagers say land has started )
sliding since NHAI began widening
Kiratpur-Manali highway

dingtoresidents. Allfive villa-
ges are located right above the
highway.

“This is all NHAT’s doing.
Our houses started develo-
ping cracks, and the land be-

gan to sink and slide some .
three years ago when the :
NHAI started widening the
highway. The company hired
didnotbuild theroad scientifi- :
cally but cut the hills vertical- :
ly despite our protests,” said
Shobha Ram Bhardwaj, aresi- :

dent of Jala Nalvillage.

Bhardwaj said the NHAI '
doesn’teven own theresponsi- :

bility for what it has done to &

the entire area along the high- i

way.

pContinuedonP 8

Land slipping, 9 families evacuate homes

» Continued fromP 1

“The
- % NHAPs company used
L7 explosives in the hills to
blast their way ahead, never
caring how it’s impacting the
fragile land. And now the
NHALI  officials don’t even
meet the villagers when we
approach them and demand
tosolve our problem.”.

On Monday, around 28
members of nine families
from Tanipari, loecated ahove
the highway tunnel in Jhalo-
gi, evacuated their houses af-
terthelandslideareareached
almosttheedgeof thevillage.

They have taken tempora-
ry shelter in an empty build-
ing of the electricity board in

""yhardwaj  said,

Thalout. Relatives from near-
by villages helped them in
shifting, carrying their
household goods and even
cleaningthe govt building.
AccordingtoSomaDevi,a
resident of Tanipari, it was
toorisky tolive in the village.

“We were having sleepless

nights as all the land right be-
low our village has been con-
tinuously sliding. Qur homes
are not safe to live in. If the
landslides continue at this
speed, we will become home-
less,” she said. '
Balichowki sub-division-

‘al magistrate Devi Singh, .

who visited Tanipari, said
that the threat to the village
was real. “The landslide
around Tanipari villages has

Residents of the
affected villages
have been asking for
compensation from
the NHAI, a demand
not yet accepted

posed a serious threat to this
place. The main reason -be-
hind landslides appears to be
the highway widening work.
We have spoken to the NHAT
and asked them to start con-
structing retaining walls at
the landslide spots,” said
Singh.

Similaristhe condition of
othernearby villages, includ-
ing Jala Nal, where many vil-
lagers " have taken shelter
nearatempleafterthelandin

the area started sinking and
many houses developed
cracks. In thenearby Thalout
village, there are around 34
houses that have become un-
safetolivein due toland sink-
ingandsliding in the area.
According to Bhushan
Verma, pradhan of Aut pan-
chayat under which Thalout
falls, there are many more
such villages along the high-
way. “Between Aut and Kain-
chiMod near Pandoh dam, al-
mostallthe villagesabove the
highway are facing a similar
problem. And the reason is
the unscientific methods of
road widéning used by the
NHALI But-it seems nobody
cares, heither the NHAI nor
the state govt, previous or

thisone,” said Verma, who al-
so approached the high court
against NHAI

. Residents of the affected
villages have been asking for
compensation from the
NHAI, a demand not yet ac-
cepted. According to Guman
Singh, a Kullu-based noted
environmentalist, the NHAI
must pay compensation to
the affected people. “The
NHAI has brought along a
permanent disaster in the
hills. It must acquire all the
land in the affected villages
and pay compensation,” said
Singh.

. When tried to contact, Va-

‘run Chari, NHAI project di-

rector, Mandi, did not re-
spond to phone calls.
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INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY

Himachal’s progress directly linked

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, AUGUST 12

ONINTERNATIONAL Youth Day,
Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Tuesday called upon
theyouths of Himachal Pradesh
tostay away from drugs and help
make the state drug-free.

“Today’s youths are the fu-
ture of the nation, and
Himachal’s progress is directly
linked to their wellbeing,” said
the CM, adding that ongoing re-
forms will yield results within
five years.

Urging youths to report
about drug traffickers, the chief
minister said it would ensure
strict action, including confisca-
tion of properties, against traf-
fickers and rehabilitation for
those trapped in addiction.

Sukhu said, “The government
is creating employment and self-
employment avenues, promot-
ing start-ups, and investing Rs
3,000 crore to boost tourism.
Loansata4percentinterest are
being offered for home-stay con-
struction, with 8,000 already op-
erational.”

Educational reforms raised
the state’s national ranking from
21st to 5th, he said.

Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu during an event in
Shimla on Tuesday. Express

He said ten Rajiv Gandhi Day
Boarding Schools, with facilities
from pre-nursery to Class XII,
would start the next academic
session, and the recruitment of
600 Junior Basic Teachers (JBTs)
was underway.

Highlighting that 90 per cent

of the Himachal population lives

in villages, the CM stressed pro-
moting natural farming with
minimum support price (MSP)

‘for wheat, maize, raw turmeric,

and barley. “Processed products
will be sold via fair price shops,”

he said.

Meanwhile, the chief minis-
ter launched an HIV awareness
campaign from August 12 to
October 12, which would cover
6,000 villages and 1,500 institu-
tions, and the second phase of
the Car-Bin drive, giving bins to
50taxidrivers in Shimia;

Health Minister Dr'(Col.)
Dhani Ram Shandil noted that at

The event, attended by sen-
ior leaders, officials and digni-
taries, also featured cultural pro-
grammes.
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Addicts will not be kept
with mentally ill patients

[ ]

in IGMC: He
EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, AUGUST 12
HIMACHAL HEALTH and Family
Welfare minister Tuesday said
that drug addicts undergoing
treatment at Indira Gandhi
Medical College & Hospital
(IGMC) Shimla will not be kept
with mentally ill patients.

The minister Colonel Dhani
Ram Shandil made the an-
nouncement at the launchof the
trailer of “The White Truth” —a
web series against drug abuse —
under the Yuva Bachao Abhiyan
by Himachal Gyan Vigyan Samiti
at Bachat Bhawan.

“So far, addicts are being
treated along with psychiatric
patients at IGMC Shimla. The
government has decided to treat
the addicts separately,” the min-
ister said. Dr Shandil also said the
government is considering
building a separate de-addiction
center for women. “Options will
be explored to establish ade-ad-
diction center in the government
sector in Shimla so that drug ad-

alth minister

dicts can get the right treat-
ment.” he said, adding that:
“strict action will be taken
against those centers where
drug business is being carried
out”

“Today, drugs are reaching
India from around the world; it
has spread everywhere and se-
curity agencies ought to work
more intensely," he said.

To put a check on drug busi-
nessin the state, he said, the state
government has implemented
strict rules and the public is
also supporting the anti-drug
movement.

The Cabinet minister also
said human life is precious and
it should not be destroyed by
taking drugs. “If we keep our-
selves strong with willpower, we
can defeat every evil. All of us
should work together to make
Himachal Pradesh drug free.”

A patient, Pankaj, who has
defeated addiction shared his
experience. He was addicted to
drugs for around six years, and
prior to this, he was addicted to
cannabis for 14 years.
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In latest standoff with Raj Bhavan, Himachal

govt withdraws two V-C recruitment ads

SAURABH _u>_~>m_._>_~
SHIMLA, AUGUST 12

UPPING THE ante against
Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla, the
Himachal Pradesh government
on Monday withdrew two ad-
vertisements issued to fill the va-
cantvice-chancellor (V-C) posts
at Dr Yashwant Singh Parmar
University of Horticulture and
Forestry in Nauni and CSK
Himachal Pradesh Agricultural
University in Palampur.

The advertisements were is-
sued on july 21 by selection com-
mittees constituted by Governor
Shukla in his capacity as the
chancellor of both universities.

The government notification
issued by the office of C Paulrasu,
Secretary (Agriculture), termed

the advertisements “illegal” and
contrary to the spirit of the
Constitution. The notification
declared the advertisements
withdrawn and said any action
based on them would be treated
as “null and void”.

The notification also referred
to the observation of the office of
the Himachal advocate general
on this issue. “This matter was
referred to the office of learned
Advocate General for the legal
opinion. The Advocate General
opined 'Section 22 of the
University Act under this section
Chancellor is an officer of the
University. Therefore, his
Excellence the Governor while
acting as Chancellor is not per-
forming the duties of the “office
of Governor” but as officer of the
University, who is bound by the

directives/instructions of the
government,” the notification
stated. “When the government
has requested Chancellor to drop
the advertisements till the pass-~
ing of Amendment Bill
(Himachal Pradesh Universities
of Agriculture, Horticulture and
Forestry (Amendment) Bill,
2023), Chancellor is bound by
the directions of the
Government,” it added.

The Amendment Bill was
passed by the Assembly in
September 2023 and sent to the
Raj Bhavan for the governor’s ap-
proval. However, the governor
returned the draft Bill to the state
government, seeking some
changes. “Governor Shukla has
gone to Delhi. Heis scheduled to
return today [Tuesday]. We will
be able to make any comment

after discussing with him,” asen-
ior officer at Raj Bhavan said.

The V-C appointments’ saga

The Himachal Assembly had
passed the Himachal Pradesh
Universities of Agriculture,
Horticulture and Forestry
(Amendment)Bili, 2023 (Bill No.
140f2023) on September 21 last
year and sent it to the governor
for assent. The governor returned
it with the observation that the
Model Act for Higher Agricultural
Educational Institutions in India
(Revised 2023) should be incor-
porated for constituting the se-
lection committee. The Bill is
likely to be taken up againin the
Monsoon Session beginning
Septernber 18.

Meanwhile, Governor Shukla
set up selection committees on

May 15 and June 21 to fill the V-
C posts at the two universities.
On July 21, the committees is-
sued advertisements for the
posts.

According to the three-page
notification, the governor’s move
toissue the advertisements was
discussed extensively in the re-
cently held Cabinet meeting un-
der Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu on July 27, follow-
ing which a decision to with-
draw the selection process initi-
ated by the Raj Bhavan was
taken,

The notification mentioned
that state Agriculture Minister
Chander Kumar, in aletter to the
Governor’s secretariat on July 26,
had urged that the process be
halted. = “The Legislative
Assembly is reconsidering the

Amendment  Bill, 2023.
Therefore, the continuation of
the selection process is not only
illegal but also against the spirit
of the Constitution and demo-
cratic vatues,” he wrote,

In reply, the governor’s sec-
retariat noted that the Palampur
agriculture university post has
been vacant since 2023 and the
Nauni horticulture university
post since May 2025. It stated
that the selection committee
was formed strictly under the HP
Universities of Agriculture,
Horticulture and Forestry Act,
1986, guidelines, and the adver-
tisements were issued according
to rules. The Himachal Pradesh
government and the RajBhavan
have locked horns'on various is-
sues, including drug abuse in the
state, revenue land, etc.
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Monsoon: 398
roads closed in
HP, uprooted
trees damage
vehicles in Shimla

Shimla: Heavy to very heavy rain
lashed several parts Himachal ,
triggering landslides and uproot-
ing of trees which led to the clo-
sure of 398 roads, including three
national highways, for vehicular
traffic, officials said on Tuesday.

In state capital Shimla, three
to four vehicles were damaged
by uprooted trees. Around haif-
a-dozentrees fell in the Tutikandi
area, while an uprooted tree
damaged the roof of abuildingin
Vikas Nagar, officials said.

Atotal of 398 roads, includ-
ing the Aut-Sainj road, which is
part of NH-305, and the roads
from Khab to Gramphoo {NH-
505) and Hatkoti to Poanta Sahib
(NH-707), were closed for vehic-
ular traffic. Ofthese, 213 were in
Mandi district and 85 in the ad-
joining Kullu district, according
to the State Emergency
Operation Centre (SEOC). PT1

Suspended on
Aug 7, Kinnaur- -
Kailash Yatra
resumes today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, AUGUST 12

THE KINNAUR Kailash Yatra in
Himachal Pradesh, which was
suspended days ago, will resume
from August 13 but will entirely
depend on weather conditions,
said authorities.

The yatra was suspended on
August 7 due to the heavy rain-
fallinthe region.

Peputy  Commissioner
Kinnaur, Amit Kumar Sharma,
informed that registration on
August 13 and 14 for the yatra
will be available through offline
mode, starting at 6 AM.

From August 15 onwards, pil-
grims will be able to register
both offline and online.

Eachday, 100 pilgrims will be
allowed through online registra-
tion, 100 through offline regis-
tration, and 50 through Kinnaur
Kailash Yatra slots.

The DC also informed that,
for August 15, the registration
slots will open at 2.30 PM on
August 13, while all'the other
registration procedures will con-
tinue as before. .

Arnaximum of 250 pilgrims
will be allowed to undertake the
yatra each day.
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‘UNSCIENTIFIC WIDENING' OF PATHANKOT-MANDI NH

NGT sends notice to Himachal
Pradesh, road ministry, others

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, AUGUST 12

THE NATIONAL Green Tribunal
(NGT) has issued notices to the
Himachal Pradesh government,
the Union Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways, the
state Irrigation and Flood Control
Department and the Himachal
Pradesh State Pollution Control
Board, taking suo motu cogni-
sance of a report, highlighting
grave risk to the lives of hun-
dreds of people living in villages
along “poorly planned” and “un-
scientific widening” of the
Pathankot-Mandi National
Highway (NH-154), particularly
along the 18-km Thaanpuri-
Parore stretch, in Kangra district.

Hearing the matter, the tri-
bunal on August 7 observed that

the ongoing project also blocked
villagers’ decades-old access
routes.

The tribunal issued notices to
the Himachal Pradesh Disaster
Management Authority
(HPDMA) through the Principal
Secretary; the Union Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways,
through its Chairperson; the
Irrigation and Flood Control
Department, through the
Secretary, Government of
Himachal Pradesh and the
Himachal Pradesh State
Pollution Control Board, through
its Member Secretary.

The NGT directed the respon-
dents to file their replies through
affidavits at least one week be-
fore the next hearing date on
November 3. “If any respondent
files their reply directly, without
routing it through an advocate,

High Court dismisses plea
challenging Shimla MC’s
Pashu Padav’ eviction order

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, AUGUST 12

THE HIMACHAL Pradesh High
Court has dismissed an appeal
filed by a woman petitioner,
challenging the Shimla
Municipal Corporation’s order to
evict “Pashu Padav” premises in
Shimla's Boileauganj.
A division bench of Chief
Justice GS Sandhawalia and
Justice Ranjan Sharma disrnissed
the appeal on Saturday. They
were hearing a Letters Patent
Appeal (LPA) against a single
bench's August 9, 2024 judg-
ment, which upheld the eviction
order passed by the Collectoron
February 21, 2023, and con-
firmed by the Divisional
Commissioner on June 5,2023.

The corporation contended
that the property had originally
beenleased to the appellant’s fa-
ther-in-law, late Lakhu Ram, for
one year from April 1,1952, to
March 31, 1953. Subsequently,
four structures were built on the
premises, it stated.

The corporation alleged that

Usha Sharma was in unautho-
rised possession of two struc-
tures, where she was running a
plant nursery and seed shop,
while two others housed “Pashu
Padav.” Sharma was alsoaccused
of attempting to encroach upon
adjacent municipal land.

Dismissing the presentappeal,
the benchobserved thatsince the
appellant had failed togetheroc-
cupation regularised on the terms
of the originallease deed and had
not produced proof of rent pay-
ment, she couldnot claim the sta-
tuis of a tenant. The court noted
that the orders of the authorities
«suffered from no illegality”.

“All interim orders in favour
of the appellant will cease to 0p-
erate. The Municipal
Corporation shall be entitled to
use the property forits ownben-
efit.” the bench ruled, disposing
of the appeal along with pend-
ing applications. The eviction
proceedings were initiated by
the Municipal Corporation on
March 18, 2019, under Section 5
of the Himachal Pradesh Public
Prernises and Land (Evictionand
Rent RecoveryyAct, 1971

they must remain virtually pres-
ent to assist the tribunal,” it said.

According to the report, Ridhi
Sidhi Construction Company
carried out the widening work,
involving slope cutting danger-
ously close to residential houses,
without the construction of pro-
tective retaining walls. The steep
vertical cuts, made alarmingly
near the homes, were left with-
out any safety barriers, it said,
adding that with the monsoon
in full swing, the danger of land-
slides, property damage, and ac-
cidents looms large, threatening
several communities.

Villagers alleged that despite
repeated complaints, the con-
struction company began build-
ing a retaining wall only after a
recent spell of heavy rain, and
that too was “grossly inade-
quate”.

<4
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