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Himachal marks I-Daywith parade,
pledges on disaster relief, drug reform

CM Sukhu unveils key |n|t|at|ves amld rain- soaked Celebranns in Sarkaghat

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MANDI, AUGUST 16

Himachal Pradesh celebrat-
ed its 79th Independence
Day with patriotic fervour
across the state, with the
main function held at Sark-
aghat” in Mandi district.
Braving heavy rain, Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu unfurled the nation-
al flag, inspected the parade
and took the salute from
various contingents includ-
ing the Police, Home
Guards, ITBE, NCC and oth-
ers. The parade was led by
DSP Umeshwar Rana.

In his address, CM Sukhu
expressed concern over the
increasing frequency of natu-
ral disasters, attributing
them to climate change.
Referring to the 2023 disaster,
which caused damages worth
Rs 10,000 crore, he said the
state had received only Rs
1,500 crore from the Centre
and that too after a two-year
wait. No Central aid has been
received so far for this year’s
disasters, he noted. The state
government has already dis-
tributed Rs 360.42 crore and
has now announced an addi-
tional Rs 100 crore for imme-
diate relief. A Rs 3,000 crore
project for disaster mitigation
and livelihood support was
also launched.

Highlighting the growing

- Additionally,

M Sukhvmder Singh Sukhu lnspects the Independence Day parade at Sarkaghat JAI KUMAR

drug menace, particularly the
spread of ‘chitta’ (a form of
synthetic heroin), the CM
said properties worth over Rs
42 crore have been seized
from drug syndicates under
the PTT NDPS Act. Drug test-
ing has been made mandato-
ry in police recruitment. He
announced the formation of
the ‘Nasha Mukti Roktham
aur Punarvas Board’, com-
prising experts and NGOs, to
focus on prevention and
rehabilitation. A new ‘Anti-
Chitta Volunteer Scheme’
was introduced to involve
youth in awareness and intel-
ligence-sharing  activities.
village-level

anti-drug committees will be
established and monitored
by the police.

On the education front,
CM Sukhu said the state
ranked fifth nationally in
terms of quality education.
He said over 9,500 teacher
posts would be filled and
200 schools following the
CBSE curriculum would be
established. He said teach-
ers would henceforth retire
only at the end of the aca-
demic session to ensure aca-
demic continuity. In the
past two and a half years,
the government has provid-
ed 23,191 jobs, including
5,452 to teachers. He said

recruitment would soon
begin for 600 patwaris, 600
JBTS, 200 doctors, 300 pan-
chayat secretaries and over
1,300 police constables.
Emphasising transparen-
¢y in public sector appoint-
ments, the CM said the pre-
vious Himachal Pradesh
Staff Selection Commission
was dissolved due to cor-
ruption, and a new ‘Rajya
Chayan Aayog’ has been
formed to conduct comput-
er-based exams. Reforms in
the Himachal Pradesh Pub-
lic Service Commission
would now ensure - final
merit includes both written
test and interview marks. A

new law proposing a three-
year jail term for cheating
in recruitment exams is
also on the anvil.

CM Sukhu announced Rs
61 crore for a solar panel sub-
sidy, along with 4-5 per cent
interest subvention on solar
projects. The electricity gen-
erated would be purchased
by the state electricity board.
Additionally. 2,000 permits
for e-three wheelers would be
issued to unemployed youth.

In a major decision, the
Chief Minister said the Atal
Medical and Research Uni-
versity would be relocated
from Nerchowk to Sarkaghat.
The Civil Hospital at Sark-
aghat would be upgraded

_from 100 to 150 beds, a new

bus stand will be built and
land would be provided for
parking near the Shiv Mandir.

Promoting religious
tourism, CM Sukhu urged
the Centre to open the
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra
route via Shipki La pass.

On the occasion, CM
Sukhu congratulated Flight
Lieutenant Arshveer
Thakur of Jubbal, Shimla,
for receiving the Vir Chakra
for bravery during Opera-
tion Sindoor. He also
remembered Major Som-
nath Sharma, the first recip-
ient of the Param Vir Chakra
and paid homage to all free-
dom fighters and martyrs. .
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CM unveils 33 projects worth X216 cr in Mandi

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MANDI, AUGUST 16

Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu marked the
78th Independence Day cele-
brations at Sarkaghat in
Mandi district with a slew of
major announcements and
inaugurations. He inaugurat-
ed and laid foundation stones
for 33 development projects
worth Rs 216 crore across
Sarkaghat, Seraj, Drang and
Dharampur Assembly con-
stituencies, aiming to bolster
infrastructure, education,
healthcare and water supply
in the region.

H Among the major projects:
inaugurated were Rs 54.91
crore multi-village rural
piped water scheme for Bald-
wara, Bhadrota and parts of
Gopalpur block, Rs 32 crore
Rajiv Gandhi Day Boarding
School at Sarkaghat, Rs 22,82
‘crore double-lane bridge
with footpath over the Beas
river at Kothi Pattan, Rs
1106 crore community
health centre building at
Marhi, Rs 4.93 crore met-
alling and tarring of the
Naghla Redu Kanerroad and
. science laboratories at vari-
ous senior secondary schools
including GSSS Baldwara,
+ Paunta and Chowk, with
costs ranging from Rs 95
lakh to Rs 1.5 crore.

Launches ‘Him Bhog products honours state achlevers

CM Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu inaugurates projects at Sarkaghat in Mandi on Friday. JAI KUMAR ‘

CIVIL SERVICE AWARDS 2025

® State Rural Livelinood Mission and the Indian Red Cross Soc:ety Kullu, were honoured for their ded-
cated service and impactful initiatives.

® ADM Mandi Dr Madan Kumar received award in disaster management from the CM.

PRERNA SAROT
AWARDEES

™ Prof Him Chatterjee (Shimia).
For reviving Kangra miniature
painting and creating the
world’s longest public artwork
at the Pragati Maidan Tunnel,
New Delhi.

& Dr Ram Swaroop Shandil
(Shimia): For excellence in Indi-
an classml andf folk muslc.

® Prof Prem Kumar Khosla
(Solany): For contributions to
forestry education as Chan-
cettor of Shoolini University.

HIMACHAL GAURAV
AWARDEES

B Chandrekha Dadhwal

(Dharamsala); For herexcep:
tional literary contribution,

" Shalini Vats (Kullu): For her
work empowering the visually
impaired, differentiyabled,
‘womenand chiidren.

® Dr Lal Singh (Chhota Shimia):
Forleading over 50 projects
insustainability, biodiversity
and renewabie energy.

The infrastructure proj-
ects also included bridges,
roads, panchayat ghars, pat-
war buildings and commu-
nity centres across the
region, including a Rs 1.33
crore bridge on the Nabahi-
Thanda Pani link road, Rs
4,77 crore bridge over Sun
Khad from Kandapatan and

Rs 2.25 crore bow-string
steel truss footbridge over
Sun ‘Khad to Purana
Dharampur Bazar.

The Chief Minister also laid
foundation stones for several
new initiatives, including Rs
16.45 crore rainwater har-
vesting structure at Soan
Khad, GP Chouri, Rs 12.91

crore Government ITI at
Moehin, Rs 8.83 crore sustain-
able service delivery water
supply schemes under Jal
Shakti sub-division Bald-
wara, new school buildings,

‘health centres and roads,

including Rs 1.04 crore for
GSSS Chandesh and Rs 6.07
crore for the Chandpur-

Dhagwani road.

CM Sukhu also launched
‘Him Bhog’ wheat flour,
daliya and turmeric products
made from naturally grown
produce. The celebration
also recognised individuals
and organisations who made
significant contributions in
their respective fields.



Kangra’s literary gem honoured

OUR CORRESPONDENT

DHARAMSALA, AUGUST 16
Renowned litterateur and
educationist Chandrarekha
Dhadwal, a resident of

Dharamsala, has been hon-
oured with the prestigious
Himachal Gaurav Award by
the Government of Himachal
Pradesh. The award was pre-
sented by Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
during the state-level Inde-
pendence Day celebrations
held at Sarkaghat.

. Describing it a historic
moment for having been
recognised by the state gov-
ernment for her humble con-
tribution, Dhadwal told The
Tribune, “When Ilook back at
this long journey — extend-
ing help to colleagues and
providing platform to the stu-
dents - it undoubtedly
sounds an extremely satisfy-
ing experience.”
~ Dhadwal’s contribution to
literature and education
spans over four decades, with
a teaching career of more
than 30 years. She has written
extensively across genres —
poetry, ghazals, short stories,

'he Tribune
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CM Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu felicitates Chandrarekha Dhadwal at Sarkaghat in Mandl.

novels and folk literature —
making her a prominent
voice in contemporary Hindi
and Himachali literature.
The Himachal Gaurav
Award stands as a fitting trib-
ute to a lifetime of literary
excellence and cultural serv-
ice as Kangra Deputy Com-
missioner Hemraj Bairwa
said, “She has been a con-
stant inspiration for every lit-
erature loving Himachali.”

‘Dhadwal’s published works
include the poetry collection
Zaroorat Bhar Suvidha (2018),
novels such as Samay Mere
Anuroop Hua (2019) and Aag
(2022), and story collections
Seevane Updati Hui (2019),
Roshni Ke Baabjood (2023),
and Puachchis Kohaniyan

-(2025). She hias also authored

notable works in Himachali,
including  Akkhar-Akkhar

Dhadwal’s deep engage-
ment with folk traditions is
evident through her Lokb-
haav Swaranjali series, doc-
umenting and interpreting
folk songs of Kangra, Una
and Hamirpur districts. She
has been the recipient of
several accolades like Chan-

dradhar Guleri Bhasha Setu
Samman (2022) and
Himachal Kala Sahitya

Jugnu and Akkharan De Dlye,:;‘_o.Samman (2019).
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‘Governor as Chancellor must act on

directives of legislature,

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, AUGUST 16 '
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu today said it is
the state legislature which
gives powers to the ‘Governor
as Chancellor of the Horticul-
ture and Agriculture Universi-
ties and he must act on the
directives of the government.
“The powers that the Gover-
nor enjoys as Chancellor of a
university are not constity.
tional but given by the Vidhan
Sabha Act. So he must act on
thedirectives of the legislature
and the government” said
Sukhu on the ongoing stale-
mate on the issue of appoint-
ment of Vice-Chancellors (VC)
of the Horticulture and Agri-
culture Universities at Nauni
in Solan and Palampur, o
“Now, since the Assembly .
session is to be held, the Gov-
ernor had been apprised by
the Cabinet, Agriculture Min-
ister and Secretary (Agricul-
ture) that the advertisement
for the appointment of the two
VCs had been withdrawn as

says Sukhll

the government intended to
bring about a new legislation
in the ensuing monsoon ses-
sion beginning August 18,
said Sukhu. He was told that
the directive of the govern-
ment is to withdraw the adver-
tisement, but he chose to
extend the deadline for receiv-
ing applications for the post,
headded. -

Sukhu said the High Court
had also taken cognisance of
this development and put a
stay on the proceedings. “T
hold the Governor in high
esteem...ﬁ'omﬁmetoﬁme,we
act on the directions that he
gives. I will personally meet
the Governor and discuss the
issue with him as he might

‘have been advised by some

official,” said Sukhu.

“The Governor has always
shown concern for various
issues concerning the state’s
interest, including drug men-
ace. We keep having discus-
sions on all such issues,” he
said. He said many Bills
passed by the Assembly,
including Sukhashraya Bill
and the Bill to curb corrupt
practices in politics are pend-
ing with the Governor.

. Sukhu said the Bill for
making amendment in the

‘Himachal Pradesh Universi-

ty of Agriculture, Horticul-
ture and Forestry Act, 1986
had been pending with the
Governor for some time and
now, he has sent it back with
some objections.

The relations between the
Raj Bhawan and the state gov-
ernment have not been very

‘cordial, especially with there

being no consensus on the
issue of appointment of Vice-
Chancellors of the Horticul-
ture and Agriculture Universi-
ties. The issue of some Bills- *
passed by the Vidhan Sabha
not getting Governor’s assent
has also been a sore point.
Despite the state govern-
ment — on August 11 — with-
drawing the advertisement
nviting applications for the
post of two Vice-Chancellors,
the Governor's Secretariat
two’ days- later (August 13)
issued a notification extend-
ing the date for applying for
the two posts till August 18.



Renowned social work_er Shalini
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Award from CM Sukhvinder Singh Sukhuin Sarkaghat. Ja kumar

Kullu social worker awarded

OuR CORRESPONDENT

KULLU, AUGUST 16
Renowned social worker
Shalini Vats from Kullu was
honpured with Himachal
Gaurav Puraskar during the
‘state-level Independence
Day function at Sarkaghat
in Mandi.

Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu presented the
award in recognition of her
two decades of dedicated
service to empowering visu-
ally impaired individuals,
women and children.

Hailing from Seobagh vil-
lage in Kullu, Vats has been a
driving force behind inclu-
sive education and disability

rights in Himachal Pradesh.
As Secretary of the National
Association for the Blind
(NAB), Kullu, she pioneered
initiatives such as special
question booklets and extra
time provisions for different.
ly-abled students,

Her efforts led to the estab-
lishment of model schools
and digital literacy pro-
grammes . for  visually
impaired children, including
distributing smartphones,
computers and laptops to stu-
dents at Chander Abha
Memorial School. Beyond
education, she contributed to
Child Rights Projects and
helmed Child Helpline 1098
as the city coordinator.

"Fund. Principal Accountant

*f-to ensure transparency and

AG office contributes |
5L for Disaster
Relief Fund '

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE |

SHIMLA, AUGUST 16 |
The Accountant General office
in Shimla has contributed Rs
5,01,000 to the Disaster Relief

General (Accounts and Entitle-
ment) Sushil Thakur present-
edthechequeto ChiefMinister |
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on
behalf of the officers and
employees of the office.

The CM highlighted the |
state government’s efforts

provide prompt public servic-
es. Heemphasised the impor-
tance of digitalisation, with
various public services being
made available online,

The event was attended
by MLA Harish Janartha,
DAG Sandeep Dawar, presi-

The Tribune 4 AUG 2025

dent of the CivilAudit Asso- |

ciation Ashish Kumar, Gen-
eral  Secretary Akshay
Chauhan and others.
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Guy CM pay tributes toVajpayee:

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, AUGUST 16
Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla
and Chief Minister Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhu paid floral
tributes to former Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee on his
death anniversary at theRidge.
Remembering Vajpayee as
a statesman, visionary leader

-and a politician who upheld

the highest moral values, the
Governor said Atal ji consid-
ered Himachal Pradesh his
home and always maintained
dignity in public life.

“He never resorted to corrup-
tion for the sake of power or to
save his government. Today,
the greatest tribute we can pay
him is to follow the path of
integrity and value-based poli-
tics that he showed us,” said
Shukla. The Governor added
Vajpayee was a towering figure
in Indian politics, admired
across party lines and loved by
the nation for his simplicity,
oratory and statésmanship.

The CM said Vajpayee was
respected by all and was not
only a distinguished politician
but also a true statesman. He
added Vajpayee was known for
his clarity of thought and had a
special bond with Himachal
Pradeshasheownedahouseat
Prini in Kullu district.

Deputy Chief Minister
Mukesh Agnihotri also offered
floral tributes to the late leader.
The Mayor of Shimla MC,
Surinder Chauhan, former MP
Pratibha Singh, Deputy Mayor
Uma Kaushal, former minister
Suresh Bhardwaj, councillors,
officers of the district adminis-
tration and other prominent
people were also present.

Governor Shiv Pratap Shukia pays floral tribute to former PM Atal

Blhan Vajpayee on his death anniversary at The Ridge, Shlmla

Guvasforciug-fmestate
Underscoring his vision of
Nasha Mukt Himachal, the
Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla
on Saturday urged the people
of Theog to lead the fight
against drug abuse with the
same determination that
earned them the top positionin
cleanliness in the state.
Addressing people on the
occasion of Theog Day at
Theog, he assured that he
would extend his support by
joining even the smallest of
programme against drugs.
The Governor congratulated
Theog for securing the first
posmon in Himachal Pradesh
in the Swachh Survekshan
2025 in the category of towns
with a population below 20,000,
surpassing Shimla, which had
held the position for many
years. Helauded the consistent
progress of Theogineducation,
health, agriculture, horticul-
ture, and tourism, highlighting
the spirit of patriotism and
service among its youth.
Paying homage to the mem-

bers of the Praja Mandal :
movement,Shukla said that™
this Amrit Kaal calls for mean-

ingful contributions from

every citizen, while emphasiz-
ing the importance of adopt-
ing swadeshi in all walks of
life. “It was only through our
indigenous BrahMos missile
that India compelled Pakistan
to bow down, and today
nations across the world seek
to acquire it,” he remarked. :

On the occasion, the Gover-
nor also released a song
against drug abuse prepared
by Shyam and honoured indi-
viduals for their outstanding
contribution to society.

Earlier, Kuldeep Singh
Rathore, Theog MLA recalled
that it was the Praja Mandal -
movement that compelled
the ruler to hand over power
1o the people, leading to the
{radition of celebrating
Theog Day. He also highlight-
ed various developmental ini-
tiatives in the region and’
appreciated the Governor’s *
anti-drug campaign.
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Relief package for disaster-hit

enhanced by 25 times: Dy C

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, AUGUST 16

Deputy Chief Minister

Mukesh Agnihotri
announced a special relief
and rehabilitation package
for disaster-affected people,
enhanced 25 times. He was
speaking at the Indepen-
dence Day function held
yesterday where he hoisted
the National Flag and took
the salute of the grand
parade, led by Inspector
Ashish Kaushal.

Agnihotri said, “Himachal
faced a serious natural disas-
ter in 2023. To overcome this,
the state government dis-
tributed disaster-relief pack-
age from its limited
resources. This year too, we
have suffered heavy loss of
life and property due to inci-

| dents of floods caused by

heavy rains and cloudburst
for which relief packages are
being provided.”

Agnihotri praised the brav-
ery of the state’s soldiers,
who have played a significant

Deputy Chlef Minister Mukesh Agmhotrl takes salute duing the I-Day parade in Shlmla on Friday.

role in the freedom move-
ment and protecting the
nation’s borders.

The minister mentioned

" the state’s proud legacy, with

four Param Vir Chakras, two

Ashok Chakras, 10 Mahavir -

Chakras, and 24 Kirti
Chakras awarded to its brave

sons. He also highlighted ini-
tiatives for the youth, includ-
ing the e-taxi scheme with 50
per cent subsidy, benefiting
75 individuals so far. -
Agnihotri discussed plans
to provide pure water to
Shimla, including a %587
crore project to bring water

from the Sutlej river and a
%872 crore project for 24-hour
water supply, to be completed
by 2028. He also mentioned
the installation of a statue of
former Chief Minister Virb-,
hadra Singh at the Ridge, set .
to be inaugurated soon. :
DETAILED COVERAGE PAGE 3
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SHIMLA, AUGUST 16

Deputy Chief Minister
Mukesh Agnihotri flagged off
the Mega Anti-Rabies Dog

Vaccination drive in Shimla.
Around 4,000 dogs in all the
wards of Shimla will be vacci-
nated against rabies during
the drive that will continue
till August 29. He'flagged off
the vehicles during the dis-
trict-level Independence Day
celebrations that were held at
the historic Ridge in the
state’s capital.

* The drive is being conduct-
ed by the Shimla Municjpal
Corporation, in collaboration
with of Humane People NGO,
Rampur, Mission Rabies and
the Department of Animal
Husbandry, Himachal
Pradesh. Under this drive,
specially trained teams are
being deployed across the
town to carry out the anti-
rabies vacinnation drive.

“For the first time, Mission
Rabies, an internationally.
recognised organisation work-

" ing in more than 18 countries

hasbegunits operations in the

state. The campaign is being

TRIBUNE PHOTO
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Deputy CM Mukesh Agnihotri flags off the mass dog vaccination progamme‘atThe-R-idge- in_Shimla on Friday.

carried out under the Mass
Dog Vaccination (MDV) strate-
gy, the only - scientifically
proven method to control and
eliminate dog-mediated
human rabies, as endorsed by
the World Health Organisation

(WHO), the World Organisa-
tion for Animal Health
(WOAH) and the Food and
Agriculture Organisation
(FAQ). Vaccinating at least 70

“per cent of the dog population

can effectively break the chain

!7 AUG 2075

of rabies transmission, pro-
tecting both humans and ani-
mals,” he said.

He also extended his best
wishes to the teams ‘and said
the initiative reflects the state

government’s commitment’

bies drive kicks off in Shimla

to achieving a ‘rabies-free
Himachal Pradesh’, while
also contributing to India’s
pledge to meet the global
‘Zero by 30’ target, thus
eliminating dog-mediated
human rabies deaths by 2030.
. “This initiative isnot only a
significant step towards
rabies control but also a sym-
bol of animal welfare and
humanitarian values,” added
the Deputy CM.

Stray dog menace is one of
the biggest problems that is
being faced by the people of
Shimla. As per the records of
Deen Dayal Upadhayay Zon-
al Hospital, Shimla, as many
as 817 dog bites cases have
been reported in the town
during the first six months of
the year, highlighting amajor
concern. Also, stray dogs can
be seen in packs at various
key locations of the town,
including The Mall, The
Ridge, Sanjauli, Chotta
Shimla, etc who often bite,
chase or attack . the
pedestrains. As a result, peo-
ple face huge inconveniences
while commuting throght the
markets as well as the streets
of the town.
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Chamba honours freedom fig]

OUR CORRESPONDENT

CHAMBA, AUGUST 16

The 79th Independence Day
was celebrated with patriotic
spirit at the historic Chaugan
ground. Industries, Parlia-
mentary Affairs, Labour and
Employment Minister Harsh-
wardhan Chauhan unfurléd
the national flag and took the
salute at the ceremonial
march-past.

Contingents of the District.
Police, Forest Department,
Home Guards, NCC,NSSand
Bharat Scouts and Guides,
participated in the - grand
parade. The parade was led by
Assistant Sub-Inspector
Devender Singh.

. Extending greetings and

pest wishes to the people of
the state, Chauhan paid rich

| tributes to the great freedom

fighters, brave soldiers and
nation-builders who sacri-
ficed their lives for the coun-

Fishing

‘RAJIv MAHAJAN

NURPUR, AUGUST 16

The Department of Fisheries
has lifted the ban on fishing
in water bodies across the
state, bringing reliefto fisher-
men in the Pong Reservoirin
tower Kangra hills. The ban,
imposed due to the breeding
season from June 15 to
August 15, has been lifted,

allowing  fishermen to
resume their livelihood. ,
Notably, the fisheries depart-

ment has taken a sirict
approach towards . offenders

Minister Harshwardhan
Chauhan unfuris the
national flag in Chamba.

try’s independence.
Highlighting the state gov-
ernment’s commitment to
the holistic development of
Himachal Pradesh, the minis-
ter said that the successful
implementation of welfare
schemes and policies has
made the state a role model

during the ban period, detect-
ing 719 cases of illegal fishing
and recovering Rs 6.25 lakh as
compensation. Thisisa signifi-
cant increase from last year,
with 109 more cases and Rs
67,000 higherincompensation

The Pong Reservoir, span-
ning over 24,000 hectares,
provides livelihood to 3,395
fishermen through 15 regis-
tered - fisheries societies.

According to Vivek Chandel,

Director, Fisheries Depart-
ment, Bilaspur, the depart-
ment’s field teams deployed

in the Pong Reservoir have

~

R
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nters

for other hilly regions.

Referring to development
initiatives in aspirational dis-
trict Chamba, the minister
said that since January 2023,
the Public Works Department
has spent Rs 553 crore on var-
ious projects. As part of this,
167 km of new roads have
been constructed, and 175 km
have been upgraded with
blacktopping.

For irrigation and drinking
water facilities, 52 schemes
worth Rs 239 crore are being
implemented " under
NABARD, while three proj-
ects worth Rs 100 crore are
under progress with ADB and
NDB assistance.

He further added that the
state government has accord-
ed administrative approval of
Rs 194 crore for the second
phase of construction at Pan-
dit Jawahar Lal Nehru Gov-
ernment Medical College,
Sarol, Chamba.

ban lifted across state

N e il

" mposedfromJune 15 duetobreedingseason

caught 218 illegal fishing

cases, recovering 72,28,250
as compensation. :
The  department  has

deployed special protection
measures, including camps
andflying squads,'wsafeguaxd
fish wealth during the breed-
ing season. Over 12,000 fisher-
men in the state earn their
Tivelihood * from water reser-
oirs and water bodies. With
the ban lifted, fishermen are

to benefit from the
reservoirs potential, »whi_ch
recorded 387 metric tonnes of
fish production last year.
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PWD Minister hoists
Tricolour in Nahan

OuR CORRESPONDENT

NAHAN, AUGUST 16

The 79th Independence Day
was celebrated with patriotic
spirit at Chaugan Ground
here, where Public Works and
Urban Development (PWD)
Minister Vikramaditya Singh

hoisted the national flag and -

took the salute at the march-
past by police, NCC, NSS and
Scouts and Guides. He also

. paid tributes to Dr YS Parmar

and martyrs at Shaheed

Chowk.

PWD Minister Vikramaditya Singh at the Independence Day

celebrations in Nahan.

Keylong hosts Himachals
first zero-waste tribal fair

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MANDI, AUGUST 16
Himachal’s first ever zero-
waste tribal fair is being cele-
brated with traditional fer-
vour at Keylong in tribal
district of Lahaul and Spiti.
| The three-day festival, which
began on August 14, was vir-
tually  inaugurated by
| Chief Minister Sukhvinder
| Singh Sukhu.
| In a major boost to infra-
structure and sustainable
development in the Lahaul
valley,  Chief  Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
virtually laid the foundation
stone for development proj-
ects worth Rs 36 crore. The
event was part of a broader
| initiative to enhance agricul-
ture, horticulture, tourism
and connectivity in the
remote tribal region.

Urban and Rural Planning
Minister Rajesh Dharmani
attended the ceremony as the
chief guest at the district
headquarters and unveiled
the project plaques to formal-
ly inaugurate the pro-

Students perfonn folk dance in Keylong. TRIBUNE PHOTO

grammes. These projects are
expected to infuse new ener-
gy into the local economy,
providing long-term benefits
tothe people of Lahaul. While
addressing the gathering, he
stated that the new projects
would significantly strength-

en the region’s social and-

economic structure and pro-
vide new opportunities for
the local population.

Chief Minister Sukhu
extended his congratulations
to the district administration
for successfully organising
the state’s first zero-waste
and eco-friendly tribal fair,

He emphasised that the new
initiatives will accelerate the
overall growth of Lahaul and
transform it into a prominent
center for tourism and sus-
tainable agriculture.,

During the event, Lahaul
and Spiti MLA Anuradha
Rana briefed the Chief Minis-
ter on the recent cloudburst
incidents and requested assis-
tance for relief and rehabilita-

.tion. CM Sukhu assured full

support and necessary help
from the state government.
Lahaul Deputy Commission-
er Kiran Bhadana was also
present during the event. -

The minister honoured
para-athlete Virender Singh
for winning medals at the
2025 Sharjah International
Open Para Athletics Meset,
mountaineer and kabaddi
player Kritika Sharma and
35 police personnel for
exemplary service. Parade
and cultural participants
were also awarded.

Meanwhile, BJP state
president Dr Rajeev Bindal
hoisted the national flag at
the party’s district office
Deepkdmal here on  the
79th Independence Day,
joined by party workers
and office-bearers. As part
of the Har Ghar Tiranga
campaign, tricolour rallies
were organised across the

three mandals of Nahan.

constituency.

[0



he Tribune  §3 aus 2%

Vikramaditya reviews ongoing works in Paonta

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NAHAN, AUGUST 16

Public Works and Urban
Development Minister Vikra-
maditya Singh, during his
two-day tour of Sirmaur dis-
trict, reviewed key develop-
ment projects and inaugurat-
ed the 46th state-level
Basketball Championship at
Guru Nanak Mission Public
School, Paonta Sahib,

Singh inspected the ongoing .

construction of Shri Guru
Gobind Singh Government
College, being built at a cost of
Rs 1148 crore and directed
officials to complete the project
at the earliest. At the school
event, he lauded the institu-
tion where nearly 6,500 stu-
dents are enrolled, praising its
stafffor excelling in academics
and extracurricular activities.
Expressing concern over
rising drug abuse, Singh said
it was a serious threat to the
younger generation. He
infermed that the state gov-

ernment has decided to-set

up rehabilitation centres in
every district to help affected
youth. On the occasion, he

e

Public Works and Urban Development Minister Vikramaditya

_ naugurates basketball ¢

hampionship
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Singh at Guru Nanak Missjon Public School in Paonta Sahib.

announced Rs 2 lakh for
interlocking tiles at Mission
School, Haripur Tohana and
lighting facilities at the bas-
ketball ground at Nahan.,
MLA Nahan Ajay Solanki
thanked the minister for his
visit, stating that it would
accelerate the pace of devel-
opment works in the district.
During his visit to Tonru in
the Anjbhog area, Singh was
warmly welcomed by resi-
dents. Addressing a public
gathering, he assured that
despite difficult terrain, the

government is committed to
ensuring balanced develop-
ment in remote regions, He
announced the fransfer of the

-PWD Junior Engineer section

toPaonta Sahib Division, a new
PWD sub-division office and
the process to upgrade the
Puruwala-RajpurTonru-
Kalatha-Badhanaroad toMDR
status. He also sanctioned 35
lakh for the construction of a
community hall at Tonru.

Earlier, Singh inspected the
Bhimawala bridge site near
Bhagani Navghat.

Announces road projects
worth 59 crin Renuka

Our CORRESPONDENT

NAHAN, AUGUST 16 )

Public Works and Urban
Development Minister
Vikramaditya Singh, while
addressing the concluding
ceremony of the Shri Krish-
na Janmashtami fair at
Bechad Ka Bagh in the
Renuka Assembly segment,
ammounced several road
development projects worth
over Rs 59 crore under the
Pradhan Mantri Gram

-Sadak Yojana.

He said Rs 18 crore is
being spent on the Dadahu-
Bechad Ka Bagh road, Rs 6
crore on the Jamta-Mahipur
road and Rs 18 crore on the
Jamta-Birla road, with all
three to be completed by
March 2026. -

The Sangrah-Palar and
Pal21-Pidiadhar roads, cost-
ing Rs 11 crore and Rs 6
crore, respectively, will be

“also under

ready by December this
year.

Under NABARD, new
roads worth Rs 22.5 crore are
construction,
including  Bharari-Bhruin,
Nohra Dhar-Churdhar, Chad-
na-Gudgadhar, Rampur-
Palau and Gehl-Dimaina,

Responding to  local
demands, Singh sanctioned
Rs 40 lakh for a science lab
at Government Senior Sec-
ondary School Bechad Ka
Bagh, announced a PWD
Rest House for the village
and assured construction of
the Bhaghada-Manriya
road. He also gave 351,000 o
the fair committee.

Deputy Speaker Vinay |
Rumar and MLA Ajay |
Solanki thanked the minis-
ter, while also recalling the |
contributions of former CM
Virbhadra Singh and Dr YS _
Parmar to the region’s
development. _
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CHAMBA, AUGUST 16
The fortnight-long pilgrimage
to the glacier-fed Manima-
hesh Lake in Bharmour sub-
division. of Chamba district
began on Saturday with great
religious fervour and amid
chants of “Har Har Mahadev”.
“The sacred journey, dedicat-
ed to Lord Shiva, is held at an
altitude of 4,085 metres and
traditionally begins on Jan-
mashtami, the festival mark-
ing the birth of Lord Krishna.
Tt will conclude on Radha Ash-
tami, which falls on August 31.
FEvery year, thousands of
devotees trek to the oval-
shaped lake to offer prayers
and catch a glimpse of Mt
Kailash, regarded as the
abode of Lord Shiva. Starting
from Hadsar in Chamba dis-
trict at about 1,829 metres,
the 14-km uphill trek is con-
sidered as challenging as the
Amarnath Yatra.
For those unable to make

Y7 aus 209%

Divine trek Manimahesh
Yatra beglns amid fervour

According to popular belief, the snowclad Mount
Kailash is visible only when Lord Shiva is pleased
with the devotees. If the peak remains shrouded in
clouds, it is taken as a sign of the lord's displeasure.

the climb, two private heli-taxi
operators have been permit-
ted to operate flights between
Bharmour and Gaurikund
near the lake. This year, two
aviation companies are also
providing helitaxi services
between Holi and Gaurikund.

Bharmour Additional Dis-
trict Magistrate Kulbir Singh
Rana, who is the chairman of

Manimahesh Temple Trust.

and oversees the yatra, said the
entire trek route from Hadsar
has been repaired ahead of the
yatra. Despite the official com-

mencement, thousands of
devotees had already under-
taken the pilgrimage earlier.

This year, special focus has
been laid on maintaining
cleanliness along the pilgrim-
age route. The district admin-
istration, in coordination with
voluntary organisations, has
deployed sanitation workers
and volunteers to ensure
proper waste collection and
disposal. A deposit refund
scheme has also been intro-
duced, where devotees are
required to deposit a nominal
amount before beginning the
yatra, which is refunded when
they return the waste collect-
ed during the journey at des-
ignated collection points.

To ensure the safety of pil-
grims and maintain law and,
order, more than 800 person-
nel from police and home
guards have been deployed:

along the route. Checkposts'

havebeen set up at key points, .
and rescue teams are on alert!
to respond to any emergency.

(X
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Toll collection ,
suspended at
Takoli Plaza amid
NH-21 damage

MANDI, AUGUST 16
Deputy Commissioner Apoorv:
Devgan has ordered the tempo-
rary suspension of toll collec-
tion at Takoli Toll Plaza on NH-'
21. The decision, issued on:
Aygust 14 under Section 34 of
the Disaster Management Act:
follows days of downpour that'
damaged the highway, causing |
landslides and washouts.
With stretches of the high-
way either non-functional or
hazardous, the administration
deemed toll collection unfair.
The suspension will remain in
effect for a month. The move
has been welcomed by locals
and transporters. Authorities
have advised avoiding non-
essential travel and are work-
ing to restore normalcy, high-
lighting the government’s

proactive approach to disaster.

response.— TNS

Verify your e-KYC
before Aug 31 for
pension benefits

SHIMLA, AUGUST 16

The Department of Social
Justice and Empowerment
has developed a new mobile
application to facilitate online
(e-KYC) verification of benefi-
ciaries under various social
security pension schemes.

A department spokesperson
said the verification process
has been initiated to ensure
the seamless transfer of social
security pensions directly into
beneficiaries’ bank or post
office savings accounts. Bene-
ficiaries have been urged to
complete their e-KYC by visit-
ing the nearest Anganwadi
centre with the required docu-
ments before August 31, 2025.

For assistance or further
information regarding the
verification process, benefici-
aries can contact their nearest
Child Development Project
Supervisor, Tehsil Welfare
Officer or Child Development
Project Officer, the spokesper-
son added. — TNS

Preznominates HPKV prof
to Central varsity court panel

OUR CORRESPONDENT

PALAMPUR, AUGUST 16
Dr Adarsh Kumar, Senior
Professor and Head of the
Department of Surgery and
Radiology at the College of
Veterinary and Animal Sci-
ences, HP Agriculture Univer-
sity, Palampur, has been nom-
inated by the President of
India as one of her three nom-
inees to the Court of the Cen-
tral University of Punjab.
The nomination, made
underthe Pprovision empower-
ing the Visitor (the President
of India) to appoint “three per-
sons who are well-known aca-
demicians orwho have special
knowledge or practical experi-
ence in higher education,”
places Dr Adarsh among an
elite group of academicians,

Dr Adarsh Kumar is-

renowned for his acadeniic
service, research portfolio
and mentorship, significant-
ly advancing veterinary sci-
ences in India.
Vice-Chancellor Prof
Naveen Kumar said, “This

nomination is a matter of -

S

v @ 7
Dr Adarsh Kumar

great pride for the entire uni-
versity . fraternity. Dr
Adarsh’s dedication to aca-
demic excellence, innovative
research and commitment to
service have brought laurels
to the university. His role in
the Court of the Central Uni-
versity of Punjab will further
enhance academic collabora-
tions and promote quality |
higher education.” :
Dr Adarsh will serve along-
side Prof Sonia Chawla and Prof
Sanjay. Kaushik,distinguished
academicians from NIT Jaland-
har and Punjab University,

Chandigarh, respectively,

Natural farming training
ends at KVK Sirmaur

NAHAN, AUGUST 16
A five-day training pro-
gramme on natural farming
for Community Resource
Persons (CRPs), organised
under the National Mission
on Natural Farming, conclud-
ed on August 15 at Krishi
Vigyan Kendra (KVK) Sir-
maur, Dhaula Kuan. The pro-
gramme coincided with Inde-
pendence Day celebrations,
Dr Pankaj Mittal, Head and
Principal Scientist of KVK
Sirmaur, said the earlier
focus on chemical-based
farming for higher yields has
now resulted in soil degrada-
tion, health concerns and
environmental challenges.
He lauded the participation
of women in the training and
urged them to share their
knowledge with farmers in
their  communities. He
described the CRP initiative
as a.vital component of the
mission, enabling selected
individuals to serve as advi-
sors and motivators for pro-
moting natural farming prac-

tices at the grassroots level.

Dr Sahib Singh, Project
Director - of ATMA, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Sirmaur,
highlighted the crucial role of
CRPs in ensuring the mis-
sion’s success. He said that
after this intensive training,
the participants would be bet-
ter equipped to encourage
farmers to adopt natural
farming  methods  with
greater enthusiasm and com-
mitment, therebv contribut-
ingtohealt’ reo.amunities,

The training included expert
sessions on the fundamentals
and practical aspects of natural
farming. Participants also visit-
ed progressive farmer Ranjit
Singh’s farm in Kashipurand |
the model natural farming
farm at Bhangani. On the final
day, marking Independence
Day, participants carried out a
plantation drive, planting
saplings of various species to
make the event memorable,
Officials and staff of KVK Sip-
maur were also present at the
ceremony. — OC
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UINA, AUGUST 16

Speaking at the district-lev-
el Independence Day func-
tion in Una on Friday,
Himachal Pradesh Assem-
bly Speaker Kuldeep Singh
Pathania called upon the
people to take inspiration
from great personalities like
Mahatma Gandhi, Sardar
Vallabh Bhai Patel and Neta-
ji Subhas Chandra Bose,
who made sacrifices for the
cause of the nation.

The Speaker unfurled the
national flag and took the
salute from contingents of
Himachal Police, Home
Guards, NCC, NSS, Scouts
and Guides.

Pathania said that in the
preseii scenario, it is impor-
tant to deal with the chal-
lenges arising from natural

3 5 O ﬁ__ .
vinay Kumar takes salute from various contingents in Hamlrpur

.he Tribune

State glows bright with
mdependence Spirit

RSN

Important to deal wnth challenges from natural dlsasters Speaker at Una

disasters and environmental
imbalance.
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Speaker Kuldeep Singh Pathania wrth the scouts during the Independence Day celebratlons in Una.

He stressed that policies
need to be formulated in the

$3 AUG 205

state to ensure protection of
environment and stringent

lq

laws on construction of civi
structures.

Pathania said in the last
two-and-a-half years, heavy
rains and floods have
caused substantial damage
in many parts of the state.
He said during the last
monsoon disasters, the
state  government had
enhanced the compensa-
tion amount to the affected
persons by 7 times than the
existing norms despite
financial constraints.

Pathania said under the
leadership of Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu,
Himachal Pradesh has
emerged as the first state in
the country to give the status
of the ‘Children of the state’
to orphan children, adding
that 6,000 such children have
been given government pro-
tection through a legislation.

Govtfulfilled sixof 10 po]l promises’

Our CORRESPONDENT

HAMIRPUR, AUGUST 16 5
The state government has ful-
filled six out of the ten promis-
es made to the people during
the 2022 Assembly elections,
stated Vinay Kumar, Deputy
Speaker of the Himachal
Pradesh Legislative Assem-
bly. Hewas addressing a gath-
ering on the occasion of the
79th Independence Day, after

-hoisting the national flag at

the district-level funetion held
at the Shaheed Captain
Mridul Sharma Memorial
Government Senior Sec-
ondary School (Boys),

—

Earlier, he mspected the
ceremonial parade featuring
contingents” from  the
Himachal Pradesh Police,
Home Guards, NCC, NSS
and students from various
educational institutions,

Vinay Kumar remarked
that Independence Day is a
moment to remember and
pay tribute to the great free-
dom fighters who sacrificed
their lives for the nation’s
independence, He further
highlighted that even after
independence, brave soldiers
from Himachal Pradesh have
consistently dlsplayed unpar-
alleled courage in wars and

military operations. Soldiers |
from the state have been hon-
oured with four Param Vir |
Chakras, two Ashok Chakras,
10 Maha Vir Chakras and 24
Kirti Chakras for their valour. |
He said that in 2023, |
Himachal faced a serious nat-
ural disaster and to.overcome |
this, the state government
dlstnbuted disaster relief
package of over Rs 4,500 |
crore from its resources., He
added that the government
has also provided for a special |
relief and rehabilitation pack-
age for the disaster- affected |
with the relief amount |
increased by 25 fimes.
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HC stays recruitment process
for posts of VC of 2 universities

LecAL CORRESPONDENT

SHIMLA, AUGUST 16

The Himachal Pradesh High
Court has stayed the operation
of recruitment notices issued
by the office of Governor-cum-
Chancellor of state universi-
ties for the posts of Vice-Chan-
cellors for Dr YS Parmar
University of Horticultureand
Forestry, Nauni, and CSK
al University, Palamput.

This interim order was
passed by Justice Sandeep
Sharma on a petition filed by
two academicians challeng-
ing the notices issued on July
21 on the ground that the
recruitment process is not in
conformity with the instruc-
tions/guidelines issued by the
statutory authority i.e. Indian
Council of Agricultural
Research ICAR).

The grouse of the petition-
ers, who at present are work-
ing as Principal (Scientist)
and Principal (Horticulturist)

The grouse of the petitioners isthat recruitment notices are notin
.conformity with the instructions/guidelines issued by the statuto-

ryauthority i.e. ICAR because the

category of those teachers, who

though are equivalent to professor, but may be working in differ-
ent capacities, has been excluded from submitting applications
for appointment to the post of VC inthe respective universities.

in Chaudhary Sarwan Kumar
Himachal Pradesh Krishi
Vishvavidyalaya, Palampur,
Kangra, and Dr YS Parmar
University of Horticulture
and Forestry, Nauni, Solan
district, respectively, is that
recruitment notices, whereby
Secretary to the Governor of
Himachal Pradesh has invit-
ed applications for post of
Vice-Chancellor of these uni-
versities are not in conformi-
ty with the instructions/
guidelines issued by the

- statutory authority i.e. Indian

Council’ of Agricultural
Research ICAR) because the
category of those teachers,
who though are equivalent to
professor, but may be work-

ing in different capacities,
has been excluded from sub-
mitting  applications  for
appointment to the post of
Vice-Chancellor in  the
respective universities.

On the other hand, on
behalf of the state, the Advo-
cate General apprised the
court that after having
noticed the aforesaid discrep-
ancy in the recruitment
notice, the government has
already taken up the matter
with the Chancellor, the Gov-
ernor of Himachal Pradesh,
but till date, no response has
been received. It was further
contended by him that other-
wise also, Secretary to the
Governor is not competent to

issue recruitment notice for
selection of Vice-Chancellor.
Rather, notice in that regard
could only be issued by the
Administrative Heads of the
Department of Agriculture
and Horticulture.
~ While passing the interim
order, Justice Sandeep Shar-
ma observed that “prima-
facie, this court is of the view
that category of the petition-
ers, who at present are work-
ing as Principal (Scientist)
and Principal Horticulturist)
in respective Universities,
ought to have been included
in the recruitment notice or,
at best, word “equivalent”
should have been used so
that teaching faculty in a uni-
versity working against the
post equivalent to professor
could also apply for the post
of Vice-Chancellor.” _
Passing this order, the court
issued notices to the func-
tionaries and listed the mat-
ter for further hearing on |
September 25.
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Floodingin Sunni after Sutlej

swells; bridge

SHIMLA, AUGUST 16

Several parts of Sunni in
Shimla were waterlogged after
arisein the Sutlej river’s water
level, sparking panic among
local residents. Triggered by
continuous heavy rainfall, the
flooding has affected infra-
structure and prompted pre-
cautionary evacuations.

The water level in the Sutlej
rose significantly, submerging
abridge that connects Thali vil-
lage to Sunni. Another bridge
linking Sunni with Karsog has
alsp come under threat, River
water entered the premises of
the Industrial Training Insti-
tute ITT) in Sunni, along with a
nearby park and several resi-
dential properties located close
to the riverbanks,

As a safety measure, resi-
dents of houses situated near
the reservoir were evacuated
and shifted to safer locations.
Authorities have issued advi-
sories urging people to
regain cautious as restora-
tion efforts are underway.

Sub-Divisional Magistrate
(SDM) of Sunni, Rakesh Ver-
ma, said although the water is
now receding, large parts of
the town continue to remain

LA s h .4
Water level of the Sutlej river rises in the Sunni region of
Shimla district after heavy rainfall.

waterlogged. He added reha-
bilitation and restoration oper-
ations are in progress, with
efforts being made to restore
normalcey at the earliest.

In a separate incident, traffic
movement on the Pan-
thaghati-Khalini road in Shim-
la-was disrupted for several

‘hours duetoalandslide. Debris

from theslide blocked theroad,
halting vehicular movement
and causing delays.

The district administration

s, homes _affected

and police teams responded
quickly, deploying machinery
to clear the debris. In the inter-
im, vehicles travelling towards
Shimla via Panthaghati were
rerouted through Kasumpti
road to ease traffic congestion.

* With rainfall continuing to
pose challenges in various
parts of the state, local authori-
ties remain on high alert, close-
Ly monitoring river levels and
road conditions to ensure pub-
lic safety. — TNS
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HC fixes timeline
for election petition

LeGAL CORRESPONDENT

SHIMLA, AUGUST 16

The HP High Court has
ordered to list the election
petition filed by Congress
leader Abhishek Manu
Singhvi challenging the elec-
tion of BJP leader Harsh
Mahajan before the Addition-
al Registrar (Judicial) on Sep-
tember 12 for fixing a date for
recording of evidence.

The court also fixed the
timeline for the admission
and denial of documents
submitted by both and
ordered that the same be
done positively on August
26 by both the parties.

While passing this order,
Justice Bipin Chander Negi
made it clear in the order
that  no unnecessary
adjournment on this
account would be sought by
either of the parties.

It was further ordered that
recording .of evidence be
done as expeditiously as
possible keeping in view the
legislative mandate of Sec-
tion 86 (7) of the Representa-
tion of People Act, 1951,

filed by Singhvi

Abhishek Manu Singhvi

Mahajan and Singhvi had:
contested the biennial elec-
tions to the Council of States
.on February 15; 2024 from
the single seat in Himachal
Pradesh. They were the only,
candidates for the said seat,
On counting, both secured 34
votes each. The Returning
Officer (RO) proceeded to
determine the result by draw
of lots and declared Mahajan
as the elected candidate.

The Congress leader chal-
lenged the election process
on the ground that wrong
method was adopted by the
Returning Officer while
declaring the result of the
Rajya Sabha seat.

B AUG 208
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MANDI, AUGUST 16

A major political controversy .

has erupted in Mandi district
following Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu’s
Independence Day announce-
ment to relocate the Atal Med-
ical and Research University
from Nerchowk in Balh
assembly constituency to
Sarkaghat. The decision has
drawn criticism from the
opposition, civil society groups
and even senior Congress
leaders, sparking widespread
‘protests and political outrage.
Balh MLA Inder Singh
Gandhi on Saturday led a
massive protest at Nerchowk,
calling the decision “unjust
and unfortunate.” He argued
the university has been func-
tioning from its current loca-
tion for the past seven years on
125 bighas of acquired land
and has served hundreds of
medical students. “Relocating
it now is a betrayal of public
trust and an insult to the peo-
ple of Mandi,” he said.
Gandhi - added nearly 200
bighas of land in the nearby
Mandal area had already been
surveyed and declared suit-
able by multiple government

he Tribune
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Row erupts over shifting of Atal Medical

University from N erchowkto Sarkaghat

BJP workers protest against shifting of Atal Medical Univéfsity, in Mandi on Saturday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

departments. The site, located
Jjust two kilometres from the
existing medical college, was a
logical choice for expansion.
“Shifting the university to
Sarkaghat only causes need-
less disruption to students and
the publie,” he said. .
Leader of the Opposition
and former Chief Minister Jai
Ram Thakur also lashed out
at the decision, calling it an act
of “narrow-minded politics”
and “administrative confu-
sion.” He accused the Sukhu-
led government of reversing

projects initiated by previ-’

ous governments instead of
delivering on new develop-
mental commitments.

“More than half of their
tenure is over, yet instead-of
ushering in progress, they are
cancelling tenders, recalling
sanctioned funds and shutting
down. functioning institu-
tions,”” Thakur said. “This
move reflects a lack of vision
and direction.”

The criticism extended to
theruling Congressitself, with
senior leader and former min-
ister Prakash Chaudhary

-expressing disapproval. He
said the university was estab-
lished at Nerchowk due to the
efforts of former leaders such
as Virbhadra Singh and Kaul

Singh Thakur. Chaudhary
said he would request the CM

to reconsider the decision.

In a dramatic show of dis-
sent, Chaudhary walked off
the stage during the Indepen-
dence Day celebrations at
Sarkaghat, where CM Sukhu
had made the announcement.

Local trade bodies, reli-
gious groups and residents
have also joined the protest,
accusing the government of
political bias. A memoran-
dum demanding immediate
rollback of the decision has
been submitted to the Gover-
nor by the BJR

As the controversy deep-
ens, pressure is mounting
on the state government to
clarify its stance.
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(M SUKHU
ANNOUNCES
$100CRFOR -
DISASTER-HIT
FAMILIES

SHIMLA: Chief minister Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhu has announced
R100 crore immediate relief
package for disaster-hit families
+ and 23,000 crore project aimed
at disaster mitigation and liveli-
hood protection,

The CM,during his 79th Inde-
pendence Day speech,
announced a series of measures
to address recurring disasters in
Himachal.

“Frequent disasters have
caused heavy losses to life and
property,” he said.

Referring to losses incurred
during the 2023 disaster, which
caused damages of 10,000
crore, Sukhu highlighted the dis-
parity in the state’s financial aid.
“Despite the central govern-
ment’s own assessment, Hima-
chal received only 21,500 crore,
that too after two years,” he said,
adding that this year’s disasters,

especially in Mandi district, have
caused severe damage. The state
has not received any financial
assistance from the Centre so
far. “The state government had
already disbursed ¥360.42 crore
from its own resources to aid the
affected families. I hope the Cen-
tre will soon extend financial
support to disaster-affected fam-
ilies,” he said. HTC

' THEOG UTSAV: HP
' GUV CALLS FOR

' ADRUG-FREE

' HIMACHAL

SHIMLA : Himachal Pradesh'
governor Shiv Pratap Shukla
calls for drug-free Himachal on
the occasion of Theog Utsav.

! The Theog Utsav that falls on
August 16 is celebrated by the

| residents for what they believe

| to be the formation of India’s
first democratic government,
The tradition of celebrating
Theog Utsav has been going on
since 1947.

Addressing the gathering on
the occasion, Shukla urged the
people of Theog to lead the fight
against drug abuse with the
same determination that earned |
them the top position in cleanli-
ness. Understanding his vision |
of nasha-mukt Himachal, the
governor assured that he would
extend his support by joining
even the smallest of programs |
against drugs. |

On Saturday, the governor
congratulated Theog for secur- |
ing the first position in Hima- |
chal Pradesh in the Swachh Sur-
vekshan 2025 in the category of |
towns with a population below
20,000, surpassing Shimla, |

I which had held the position for |

many years,

Paying homage to the mem- |
bers of the Praja Mandal move-
ment, Shukla said that this |
Amrit Kaal calls for meaningful
contributions from every citi-
zen, while emphasizing the
importance of adopting swade- |
shi in all walks of life. HTC |

il
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'VCs’ appointments at agri varsities latest
between HP govt, Raj Bhawan

flashpoint

shailee.dogra@htlive.com

SHIMLA : The issue of appoint-
ments of vice-chancellor at two
agriculture universities in the
state, Dr YS Parmar University of
Horticulture and Forestry

|, (Nauni, Solan) and CSK Hima-

chal Pradesh Krishi Vishvavidy-
alaya (Palampur), have become a
bone of contention between the
state government and the Raj
Bhawan.

On July 21, Raj Bhawan issued
an advertisement for the
appointment of vice-chancellor
in Chaudhary Sarwan Kumar
Himachal Pradesh Agricultural
University, Palampur, and Dr
Yashwant Singh Parmar Horti-
culture and Forestry University,
Nauni. On August 12, the state
government had withdrawn the
advertisement declaring any
action taken under it “null and
void” bringing the state govern-
ment and Raj Bhawan at logger-
heads. But instead on August 13,
the Raj Bhawan issued a detailed
order through which the gover-
nor restored the July 21 adver-
tisements for both universities
and extended the application
deadline to August18 at5 pm. He
maintained that the chancellor—
vested with statutory powers
under Section 24 of the Hima-

chal Pradesh Universities of
Agriculture, Horticulture and
Forestry Act, 1986—is the sole
competent authority to initiate
the VC appointment process.
Meanwhile, on August 14, the
Himachal Pradesh high court
stayed the Raj Bhawan’s adver-
tisement. The government has
passed an amendment bill in the
assembly regarding the appoint-
ment of vice- chancellors in both
the universities, which has been
sent for the approval of the gov-
ernor. The governor has sent the
bill back with some objections,
which has increased the conflict.

“The legislative assembly has
appointed the governor as chan-
cellor, so the direction of the
government shouid be imple-
mented. The state legislature
said, in whichever university will
be there, the chanceilor will be
the governor, it is not constitu-
tional, it is the power given by
the state government”, said chief
minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu after paying floral trib-
utes to former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee in Shimla
on Saturday.

He said, “Agriculture minister
Jagat Singh Negi and agriculture
secretary C Palrasu wrote a letter
to the Raj Bhawan asking them
not to issue the advertisement
for the vice-chancellor of Palam-
pur and Nauni University right

now. The state government
withdrew this advertisement.
Despite that the Raj Bhawan still
extended the date of application
for the vice-chancellor”.

Sukhu alleged that the matter
was misrepresented to the gov-
ernor by officials. “Whatever has
been done is with cabinet
approval and state legislation. I
will meet the governor to resolve
the issue. [ respect the governor
and have always worked in line
with his advice,” he said, but
added that “constitutional pow-
ers rest with the state legislature,
and those directives must be
respected.” Governor Shiv
Pratap Shukla, while refraining
from commenting on the High
Court stay on the VC appoint-
ment matter, defended his stand.

“For the universities, what-
ever I did was in their interest.
The court has stayed it, and I
respect that. Whatever has to be
done, I will do. T will leave it to
the people of Himachal to decide
why such steps were taken with
Nauni and Palampur universi-
ties,” he said.

HC has stayed
advertisement

On August 14, the HC stayed the
Raj Bhawan's advertisement of
July 21. The government has
been asked to respond in this
matter within four weeks. The

'High court seeks status

report on airport road
| encroachments in HP

SHIMLA : Taking strict note of

by the PWD.

encroachments and unautho-
rised constructions along the
Shimla- Jubberhatti airport
road, the Himachal Pradesh high
court sought “comprehensive
status report” from the public
| works department (PWD).

The directions were issued by
| the division bench of Justice G5
| sandhawalia and Justice Ranjan
| Sharma on August 11, while

hearing a public interest litiga-
tion that was initiated suo motu
by the high court on account ofa
letter received regarding con-
structions and encroachments
on both sides of the road, which
is leading to the Shimla airport
and turning of blind eye, as such,

Local complaints before the
court point to worsening condi-
tions near Totu, where vehicles
remain parked on both sides of
the road, and construction mate-
rials are often dumped directly
on the carriageway. Residents
allege that poor maintenance
has narrowed the road, while
repeated landslides, overflowing
drains, continue to obstruct
smooth traffic flow. “Let status
report be filed, as to what action
has been taken, on the construc-
tions which have come along the

said road and also to give the list
of constructions which are in the
form of encroachments”, ruled
the HC on August 11. HTC

HC has put this stay on the peti-
tion of Ajay Deep Bindra, and
another principal scientist of the
agricultural university.

The petitioner argued that in
the recruitment notice, eligible
candidates working on posts
equivalent to professor have
been deprived from applying,
this is not in accordance with the
instructions of the Indian Coun-
cil of Agricultiirat Research: The
advertisement should have had
the word equivalent to the

notice, so that eligible teachers

working on posts equivalent to
professor could also apply.

The advocate general had
apprised the HC that the secre-
tary of the governor does not
have the right to issue notice for
the recruitment of Vice Chancel-
lor, rather the notice should be
issued by the administrative
heads of the Agriculture and
Horticulture departments.

Not the first time

Earlier, in January this year Raj
Bhawan and revenue minister
Negi were at loggerheads regard-
ing delays in approving the gov-
ernment’s proposal to allocate
land to landless individuals
under the Forest Conservation
Act. Even on Saturday, the CM
said apart from this, many
important bills are pending with
the governor for approval.
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2 from Delhi die after being hit

by shooting

Mandi DC suspends
toll at Takoli plaza on .
NH-21; 73 trekkers
and 34 villagers
rescued in Kinnaur
district

Shailee Dogra

shaliee.dogra@htlive.com

SHIMLA: Two devotees hailing
from Delhi were killed when the
two were hit by shooting stones
while they were on their way to
Yulla Kanda Krishna temple in
the Rora Valley of Kinnaur dis-
trict in Himachal Pradesh to cel-
ebrate Shri Krishna Janmash-
tami on Saturday, officials said.
Prashil Bagmare, 27, and
Rashmi 25, were trekking to the
temple, perched at an elevation
of 3,895 metres, when the acci-
dent occurred amid heavy rain
in the area. The ancient temple is
believed to be the highest dedi-
cated to Lord Krishna and is said
to be built by the Pandavas dur-
ing their exile in the Himalayas.
Torrential rains over the past
few days have thrown life out of
gear and impacted connectivity
as 31l reads including 2 national
highways remain blocked.
Chandigarh-Manali four-lane
highway for a few hours, In
Kullu district the NH 305 was
blocked at Jhed (Khanag) and
NH-5 in Kinnaur was blocked at
Ribba Nallah & Malling nala.
The Chandigarh-Manali high-
way was blocked due to a land-

&
: 7

slide near Mandi’s Aut, Kainchi
Mor and Jogni Mata. Water from
the Jogni drain flowed on to the
highway before connectivity was
restored around 1pri.

No charges for month

at Takoli toll plaza

Mandi deputy commissioner
Apoorv Devgan directed suspen-
sion of toll fee collection for a
month at Takoli plaza on
National Highway-21 with imme-
diate effect due to the poor con-
dition of the road following land-
slides.He said heavy rain in
Mandi district had damaged the
four-lane highway on several

Two devotees were killed while they were on their way to Yiilla
KandaKrishna temple in Kinnaur district on Saturday.

=
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stretches due to landslides, road

sinking and washing away of the
tarmac.

Two vehicles buried
in Shimla landslide
Two vehicles were buried in
debris after a landslide occurred
near the town and country plan-
ning (TCP) office at Devnagar in
Shimla on Saturday morning.
This led to the closure of the
Bhattakufar-Mehli road and hit
traffic to the Inter-State Bus Ter-
minus, which was restored later.
Mayor Surinder Chauhan,
talking of the serious the impact
of rains in Shimla district and

Mandi, said, “Roads have been
damaged, routes blocked, and
our water supply schemes have
collapsed. The Gumma water
supply line has broken down.
Our teams are working hard to
restore services. By tonight we
hope to provide water to at least
half of Shimla city. Full restora-
tion efforts are underway.”

Chauhan was speaking to
media persons after the council-
lors of Shimla Municipal Corpo-
ration, led by city him on Satur-
day organised a special yajna
and prayers at the historic Jakhu
Hanuman temple for peace to
the souls of those who lost their
lives in recent natural disasters
in Himachal Pradesh, Uttara-
khand, and Jammu and Kash-
mir.A bridge was also damaged
due to the strong flow of the Sut-
lej river at Sunni in Shimla.

Water was released from
Pong Dam in Kangra on Satur-
day morning after the level in the
Beas river rose. Due to the fast
flow, a house adjoining the river
at Mand Bhograwan in Kangra
district collapsed.A high-tension
power line collapsed after a
landslide at Pandoh of Mandi
district.

73 trekkers, 34

villagers rescued

The National Disaster Response
Force rescued 73 trekkers and 34
villagers trapped after a cloud-
burst in the Miyar Valley of
Lahaul-Spiti district, officials
said.

In a joint operation with the
NDRF, Indo-Tibetan Border

stones in Kinnaur

Police and hikers, the 73 trekkers
and 34 villagers, including seven
women and a child, were safely
evacuated across the Changut
and Karpat nullah. All 73 trek-
kers, including 13 women, and
34 villagers were taken to Udai-
pur in Lahaul-Spiti via Shakoli.
The District Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (DDMA),
Lahaul-Spiti, said the cloudburst
occurred in Miyar Valley on
August 12 followed by a flash
flood the next day, washing away
temporary bridges in the area. -
The NDRF’'s mountain rescue
team (MRT) was despatched
from Karga in Keylong. Later,
ITBP and civil administration
teams from Udaipur joined the
operation. The 73 trekkers were
stranded at an altitude of 13,000
feet'as the temporary bridge in
Thanapattan area was washed
away. Further along the route,
three more bridges on Karpat,
Changut and Urgos nullah were
washed away. Landslides
blocked the road at many places,
cutting off the rural areas.

More rain forecast

till August 21

According to the meteorological
department, rain will continue
in many parts of the state till
August 2L.The meteorological
department has issued a yellow
alert in Chamba, Kangra, Mandi,
Bilaspur and Solan districts,
Moderate rain is predicted in
Hamirpur, Una, Kullu, Shimla
and Sirmaur, while rain is also
likely at isolated places in Kin-
naur district.
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Sukhu announces %3,100cr for

~ disaster and li

Times News NETWORK

¢ Shimla: Chief minister Sukh-
: vinder Singh SukhuonFriday
: hoisted ‘the national flag at
i Sarkaghat in Mandi district
¢ during the state-level 79th In-
¢ dependence Day function. He
¢ announced Rs100 ~rorefor dis-
i aster relief and Rs 3,000 crore
: foramitigation and livelihood
i praject, besides the formation
i of the ‘Nasha Mukti Roktham
i and Punarvas Board’.

The chief minister, in his
. address, expressed concern
i over the growing impact of
i global warmingon Himachal,
i noting that frequent disasters
i caused heavy losses tolife and
i property in the hill state. Re-
¢ ferring to the 2023 monsoon
disaster; in which thestate suf-
* fered Rs 10,000 crore damage,
. Sukhu pointed out that despi-

PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee on his
death anniversary in Shimla

velihood support

Vajpayee remembered on his 7th death anniv

| Shimla: Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla, chief minister Sukhvinder

Singh Sukhu, and deputy chief minister Mukesh Agnihotri paid
floral tributes to former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee on his
seventh death anniversary atthe historic Ridge in Shimlaon
Saturday. “He (Vajpayee) never resorted to corruption for the

: sake of power or to save his govt. Today, the greatest tribute we

can pay himis to follow the path of integrity and value-based
politics that he showed us,” said Shukla. Sukhu said Vajpayee was
known for his clarity of thoughts. He had a special bond with
Himachal Pradesh, as he owned a house at Prini in Kullu district,

the CMrecalled.

te the central govt’s own as-
sessment, Himachal received
only Rs 1,500 crore, that too af-
ter two years. This year also,
the monsoon disaster caused
severe losses, particularly in
Mandi district, and the state
has not received any financial
assistance from the Centre so
far, headded. The state govt al-
ready disbursed Rs 360.42 cro-

re from its own resources to
aid affected families, said Suk-
hu.

Paying homage to the 222
persons who lost their lives in
this year’s disasters, as well as
to the eight victims of Mase-
ran bus accident in Sarkaghat
constituency, he assured that
the govi stands shoulder to
shoulder with every affected

1

Shukla urges people
to fight drug abuse

Times NEws NETWORK

grammes against drugs.

family. Under the special reli-
ef package, hesaid, compensa:
tion for fully damaged houses
increased from Rs 1.3 lakh tc
Rs 7 lakh, while for partially
damaged houses it was raised
from Rs 12,500 to Rs 11akh. Ho:
uses rendered uninhabitable
will also be treated as fully da
maged for compensation pur-
poses, headded..

The governor also congra-

: Shimla: On the occasion of
! TheogDayonSaturday, Hima-
! chal Pradesh governor Shiv
i Pratap Shukla urged the peo-
i ple of Theog in Shimla dis-
} {ricttofight againstdrugabu-

i ge with the same determina-
} tion that helped them achieve
! thetop position incleanliness
i in the state. Shukla assured

! that he would support even
i the smallest effort and pro-

tulated Theog for achieving
the first position in Himachal
in the Swachh Survekshan
2025 for towns with a popula-
tion below 20,000. He praisgd
Theog’s steady progress I
education, health, agricu.ltu-
re, horticulture, and tourism
sectors. Shukla also apprecla-
ted the spirit of patriotism
and service shown by the yo-
ung people of thearea.

<2
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| As chancellor, HP
guv must follow
govt orders; CM

Sanjeev.Verma
@timesofindia.com

: Shimla: Amid tensi -
! tweenRajBhavan andc;-rllinll): I
chal Pradesh govt over vice-
: ghancellor posts, chief min-
i Ister Sukhvinder Singh Suk-
? hu on Saturday said the gov-
E ernor’s powers as university
i chancellor were granted by
sta’ge legislature, not Consti-
tution. Hence, the governor
must act on the directive of
thestate govt, he added.
.Sukhu said governor
Shiv Pratap Shukla was re- .
quested by the agriculture .
minister and later by agri- i
culture secretary to with-
girz’iw Raj Bhavan secretar-
lat’s July 21ad for VG posts at
Dr ){S Pgrmar Horticulture
Universityand CSK Agricul-
ture University. .

FContinuedonP 6

whatever has to

be done: HP governor

» Continued from P1

i 7§, espite this, the gover-
: 1 nor extended the ap-
¢ L/ plication deadline to
: Augils, he added. “The high
i court has also taken cogni-
: sanceof thematter.1 believe
! wewillfind a solution after
: meeting the governor and
i reviewinghow this case was
: presented to him by an offi-
i “cer. The .governor always
! emphasises Himachal’s in-
: terests and regularly dis-
i cusses various issues with
! me, including the drug prob-
lem,” said Sukhu. :

- Headded that the Actper-
taining to the appointment
_ of vice chancellors of these
i two universities, passed by
! the Vidhan Sabha in 2023,
i was pending with the gover-
i nor and he recently sent it
i back to the state govt with
objections. He pointed out
: that there are also some oth-
er Bills which are pending
: withthegovernor, including
! the Sukhashraya Bill and
i the Bill, which aim to curb
i corruptpracticesinpolitics.

: 'Guv defends stand

i However, the governor
: Shiv Pratap Shukla de-
¢ fended hisstand onthe issue

High court stay on recruitment notices

Taking up a petition moved by principal scientist Ajaydeep
Bindraand principal horticulturist Dharam Paul Sharma, the
highcourt has putastay onthe operation of recruitment notices
issued by the Raj Bhavan secretariaton July21. Thebench )
headed by Justice Sandeep Sharma on Thursday issued notices
to the state govt as well as thetwo selection committeesto
respond by Sept25.The petitioners’ grouseis that the
recruitment notices are not in conformity withtheinstructions
or guidelines issued by the statutory authority: Indian Councilof =
Agricultural Research (ICAR). The court was apprised that the
category ofthose teachers, who thoughare equivalentto
professor, but may be working in different capacities, has been
excluded from submitting applications forappointmenttothe

post of vice-chanceltorin these two universities.

Advocate general Anup Rattanalso apprisedthecourtthat 4
the secretary to the governor is not competenttoissue
recruitment notices for the selection of vice chancellor; rather,
noticeinthat regard could only be issued by the administrative

heads of the departmentof agriculture and horticulture. i

on Saturday ple of Himachal Pradesh to 8
whilerefrain- decide why such steps are
ing from com- being taken pertaining to
menting on the horticulture university !
‘ = thestay order in Solan and agriculture
ke = passed by the university in Palampur.
highcourt.“Ionlyknowthat “Public, should think and

whatever I did was in the in-
terest of "the universities.
The high cotift has stayed i,

and I respect that. Whatever-

has to be done, I will do,”
clarified Shukla. But, the
‘governor added that he will
leavethisdecisiontothepeo-

they will get the answer,” he
added.

The post of vice-chancel-
lors of the Palampur univer-
sityandthe Solan university
have been vacant since Aug
21, 2023, and May 8 this year,
respectively.

............................................

<3



Times of India 4B AUG 2025

Couple on way 10

temple dies

Times News NETWORK

Mandi: A Delhi-based Delhi,
Prashil Bagmare @7 and
Rashmi (25), were Killed on
Saturday after being hit by
shooting stones on theway to
Yulla Kanda Krishna Temple
in Kinnaur district’s Rora
: Valley. The couple was trek-
! Kking to celebrate Krishna
Janmashtami at the world’s
highest Shri Krishna temple,
be]ievedtobebuiltbythePan—

davas ataheight of 12,778 feet |

abovesealevel, when they we-
re struck by the stones.

Mandi DM suspends

toll operation

Mandi district magistrate
Apporv Devgan has ordered
the temporary suspension of
toll operation at Takoli Toll
Plaza on NH-21 within Mandi
district jurisdiction for a pe-
riod of one month “in public
interest” as substantial seg-
ments of NH-21remain parti-
ally or fully non-operational
due to ongoing restoration
work afterthemonsoondisas—
ter.

: 313roads,inc|udingZNH,
* remainclosedin Himachal

Tncessant rains and ongo-
ing monsoon-related disas-
ters have brought Himachal
Pradesh to a standstill, with
313 roads — including twona-
tional highways — closed to
vehicular traffic as of Satur-
day evening. The cumulative
10ss across the state has clim-
bed 10 @ staggering Rs 2,144
croreasof August16.

A landslide strcuk NH-305

i

A rescue team member uses a har

inKullu districtat Jhed Kha-
nag),blockingthe highway. In
response, authorities opened
an alternative route via Kan-
dugad for light motor vehi-
cles.

Similarly, NH-O05 Wwas
Plocked in Kinnaur districtat
Ribba Nallah and also at Mal
ling Nallah, where shooting
stones and landslides stalled
‘vehicular traffic. The highest
number of 175 roads in the
state were blocked on Satur-
day evening in the monsoon
disaster-hit Mandi district,
followed by 64 in Kullu dis-
trict.

Besides this, a total of 348
power distribution transfor-
mers and 119 water supply
schemes were also affected
across thestate,asper thesta-
te emergency operation cent-
re (SEOC). The water supply
tothe state capital Shimlahas
also been affected since Au-
gust 15 because of the silt de-
posit-at the water pumping
station  sites, including at

in Kinnaur

) ass and rope o Cross aswollen
river during search and rescue operations following a cloudburst at

Udaipur village, in Spiti on Saturday ’

e e

umma.
Atotal of 136 deaths inthe
hill state were attributed to
monsoon-related incidents,

_and 37 persons still remain
missing from the start of the :

monsoononJune20 untilAug

16. The Himalayan state wit-
nessedasmanyas74ﬂashﬂo— K
ods, 34 cloudbursts, and 63

major landslides during this
monscon period. The hill sta-
tewitnessedrains atmostpla-
ces on Saturday. The mghest
38.4 mm of rain was recorded
in Mandi district, followed by
30.5 mm in Bilaspur, 20.8 mm
in Kangra, 12.2 mm in Solan,
12.1mm in Hamirpur, and11.8
mm in Sirmaur district

The weather department
has issued a yellow alert pre-
dicting heavy rains at isola-

“ted places in Shimla, Mandi,

Kangra, Sirmaur, and Cham-
ba districts on Sunday. Kang-
radistrictisalso likely to wit-
ness heavy rains at isolated
places on Aug 18 and 19, and
Mandion Aug19.

<
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B,OOO cr for disaster mitigation, addl
X100-cr for relief to affected families:
On I-Day, Sukhu opens purse-strings

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, AUGUST 16
HIMACHAL PRADESH Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu has announced a Rs
3,000-crore project for disaster
mitigation and protection of
livelihoods in disaster-affected
areas and released an additional
Rs 100 crore to provide prompt
relief to the affected families.
Addressing a gathering atthe
state-level Independence Day
function at Sarkaghat in Mandi
on Friday, Sukhu expressed con-
cern over the growing impact of
global warming on Himachal
Pradesh, Referring to the 2023
disaster, he said that despite the
Centre's own assessment peg-
ging the damages at Rs 10,000
crore, the state received only Rs
1,500 crore; that too, after a wait
of two years. “This year's disas-
ters have once again caused se-
vere losses, particularly in
Mandi, but the state has not re-
ceived any financial assistance
from the Centre so far,” he said.
The state government has al-
ready disbursed Rs 360.42 crore
from its resources to aid the af-
fected families, he said, while an-
nouncing the release of addi-
tional Rs 100 crore for them.
Expressing concern over the
drug menace and said that the
government is making efforts to
protect the youth from chitta
(heroine). "The state govern-
ment has made chitta testing
mandatory in police recruit-
ment," he said.
Announcing the launch of
the Anti-Chitta Volunteer
Scheme, under which volun-

teers will be prepared toact asa
bridge between police and the
public. "These volunteers will as-
sist in awareness campaigns and

“in providing timely confidential

information to the police. A pro-
vision for incentive payments
will be made for these volun-
teers," he said.
Healsoannounced formation
of the Nasha Mukti Rokthamand
Punarvas Board, which will in-
clude experts from the home,
health, socdial justice and empow-
erment, education, youth serv-
ices and sports, panchayati raj,
and prison departments, along
with non-governmental organi-
sations and social scientists. "This
Board will work to prevent drug
abuse, ensure de-addiction and
rehabilitation of addicted youths,
and reintegrate them into main-
stream society. For this, NITI
Aayog, All India Institute of
Medical Sciences, Postgraduate
Institute of Medical Education
andResearch, and the healthde-
partment will jointly prepare an
actionplan,”hesaid. -
Directions have been given
for formation of anti-drug com-
mittees in villages and panchay-
ats to eradicate chitta from its
roots, Sukhu said, adding, "These
anti-drug comrnittees consist of
the panchayat secretary, ASHA
worker, anganwadi worker, and
apolice constable. The police will
gather drug-related information
and share it with the committee.”
Sukhu said his government
disbanded the Himachal Pradesh
Subordinate Services Selection
Board because during the tenure
of the previous BJP government,
jobs were sold in the Board. The
Rajya Chayan Aayog hasbeen es-

tablished in its place, he said,
adding that it will conduct com-
puter-based tests to ensure trans-
parency and curb corruption.

The chief minister further
stated that the government has
taken another important step to
ensure transparency and pro-
mote merit-based selection. He
said that previously, in examina-
tions conducted by the Himachal
Pradesh  Public  Service
Commission, jobs were awarded
solely oninterview marks, while
written examination marks
were only qualifying and not
added to the final merit.

"We decided that final merit
will now include marks of both
the written examination and in-
terview, so that truly hardwork-
ing candidates get the jobs." He
said the government is also seri-
ous about preventing cheatingin
exams. "We have decided to in-
troduce a provision of three
years' imprisonment for those
who cheat or help others cheatin
examinations. For this, the gov-
ernment will bring a Bill in the
next assembly session,” he said.

Sukhu said a provision has
been made to provide 5 per cent
interest subsidy for solar projects
ranging from 100 kilowatts to 1
megawattin tribal areas,and 4 per
cent subsidy in non-tribal areas.
"The electricity generated from
these projects will be purchased
by the Himachal Pradesh State
Electricity Board, providing as-
sured income to the youth,” he
added. The chief minister also
announced Rs 61 crore for this
scheme and declared that 2,000
permits for e-three-wheelers
would be issued to unemployed
youths,

¢y~
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APPOINTMENT OFV-CS

Gov says took decision
in best interest of univs

CM: House empowers Chancellor, not the Constitution

SAURABHPARASHAR
SHIMLA, AUGUST 16

HIMACHAL PRADESH Governor
Shiv Pratap Shukla Saturday said
his decision regarding the ap-
pointment of the Vice-
Chanceliors (V-Cs) of two pre-
mier universities was “in the best
interest of the state”, even as
Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu hailed a high court deci-
sion staying the selection
process for the same backed his
government's move declare ad-

VB AUG ops

vertisements issued inviting ap- P g "
plications for the posts of V-Cs by & € i
Raj Bhavan as “illegal”. ur jz |
The Himachal Pradesh High R T |
Court Thursday stayed the no- £ 1
tices issued last month for the re- S8 1
cruitment of V-Cs in two state anm 4
agriculture universities — = % ;
Chaudhary Sarwan Kumar \ - r{% g 2
Himachal Pradesh Krishi o o ¢ s . R E s NE B
Vishvavidyalaya (CSKHPKV), st oiis . .28 3
Palampur, and Dr Yashwant Top: Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla, flanked by Himachal

Singh Parmar University of

Congress president Pratibha Singh and deputy Chief

Horticulture and Forestry, Nauni
— observing that the eligibility

Minister Mukesh Agnihotri and (above) Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, at the Ridhe in Shimla, Saturday.
criteria excluded faculty mem-  The leaders paid tributes to former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee
bers holding postsequivalentto  onhis death anniversary. Express

professor from the process. N =

" Governor Shukla, whoisalso
the Chancellor of the two univer-
sities, reiterated that his deci-
sions regarding the appointment
process were in the best interest
of the institutions. Speaking to
reporters at Shimla’s historic
Ridge after paying tributes to for-
mer Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee on his death anniver-
sary, the Governor said,
“Whatever I had done was for
the good of the universities. On
the High Court order, I have no
comments. It is for the people of
Himachal to judge what is right
and wrong.”

CM Sukhu, who too reached
the Ridge to pay tributes to the
former PM; said, "We respect the
Governor, but the powers of the
Chancellor come from the state
legislature, not the Constitution.
The Assembly, passed the law
a‘r‘xd ,EEI)R?WEJ‘?CLE{)E qnancellor
accordingly When'thé govern-
ment issues directions, they
must be followed. In several
other universities, Governors do
not hold power to appoint V-C.
These powers are delegated by
state legislatures, not inherent.

It is the state legislature and .

Assembly that appoints the
Governor as Chancellor of the
wniversities  hence  the
Chancellor has to follow the di-
rections of the state government.
There are many technical and

medical universities in Himachal
where the Governor doesn't
hold the post of Chancellor.”

Sukhu further said, "The
Assembly had passed a Bill re-
garding appointments in these
universities, which had been
pending with the Governor fora
long time before being returned
with objections. The Cabinethad
asked Raj Bhavan to withdraw
the advertisements, and the
Secretary (Agriculture)informed
themaccordingly. Still, the dead-
line was extended. Now, even the
High Court has taken cognizance.
There are several other Bills, in-
cluding those related to the
Sukhashraya scheme and anti-
corruption measures which per-
tain to the MLAs who switched
overthe parties and these remain,
péndinig with the Ref BHavdnv'
£ riThe CM‘P\O.VX.e\ver' agq‘?.'. mat‘
Eoverndr Yalways speaks about
Himachal's interests, and  hope
discussions will bring a solu-
tion”. .

Abench of Justice Sandeep
Sharma had stayed the selection
process of the V-Cs while hear-
inga petition filed by two senior
faculty members of the two agri-
culture universities on August
14, the day when Raj Bhavan had
extended the date for submitting
the applications from August 12
to August 18. The petitioners

Ajaydeep Bindra and another
serving as Principal (Scientist)
and Principal (Horticulturist) in
the two universities, had chal-
lenged the recruitment notices
dated July 21,2025, issued by the
Secretary to the Governor, invit-
ing applications for the V-C
posts. They argued that the eli-
gibility criteria was not in con-
formity with the Indian Council

‘of Agricultural Research (ICAR)

guidelines, as the notices ex-
cluded teaching faculty who,
though equivalent to Professors,
hold different designations.

Justice Sharma, in his obser-
vations, noted that several fac-
ulty members currently serving
as Principal Scientists are consid-
ered equivalent to Professors un-
der existing norms, Referring to
practices at PunyjaliAgridyiltural
University,  and,, Rallabh
University, the court observed
that eligibility should include in-
dividuals with equivalent expe-
rienceinreputedresearchorac-
ademic administrative
organizations in positions equiv-.
alent to Professor, “If such omis-
sion is not corrected, great prej-
udice shall be caused to the
petitioners and similarly situ-
ated persons,” the court stated,
ordering a stay on the recruit-
ment notices pending further
hearing.
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Cong’s 5-time ex-MLA’s
wife says husband not
being provided doorstep

healthcare se

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, AUGUST 16

THE DISTRICT-LEVEL

Independence Day function in

Solan saw the wife of a 92-year

old former five time-Congress
| MLA accusing the state admin-

istration of not providing
| doorstep healthcare services to
her ailing husband.

The incident unfolded at the
event where Health Minister Col
Dhani Ram Shandil was the chief
guest and where Congress MLA
from Arki (Solan)Sanjay Awashti
was present on the dais when
Ulfat Michael, the wife of former
MLA Ishwar Dass recounted her
tale of woes.

Dass, a five-time legislator
from Anni in Kullu, has been
staying at Surya Apartments in
Ward No. 11 near Government
College in Solan. He had been a
cabinet minister and deputy
Speaker of Himachal Pradesh
Vidhan Sabha. "Although heisa
native of Anni in Kullu, his wife

(N * 1 A AT =

rvices

isanative of Solan,” asource said.

A senior police officer said,
"Ulfat Michael was notamong the
invitees. She came tothe function
site and sought an audience with
the health minister through his
PSO. The minister aliowed her to
come on the stage. Despite re-
peated attempts by officials and
party workers to pacify her, she
continued to express her griev-
ances, causing acommotion. Later,
she dropped at her house. We
havelearnt thatshe had notmade
any representation to the health
minister in this regard earlier”.

A Congress leader said, "The
former MLA's wife handed over
an application tothe health min-
ister and started arguing. Despite
assurance from the health min-
ister that he has noted down her
concerns, she continued to ar-
gue. Later, local party workers
took her down from the stage.”

Superintendent of Police,
Solan, Gaurav Singh said, "She
was not among the invitees. The
matter is being looked into by
the health department”.

—~ o~
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3 HP MLAs are AICC observers for
Punjab, Uttarakhand, Jharkhand

Shimla: Three Congress MLA from Himachal Pradesh were listed
as observers for appointing the District Congress Chiefs (DCCs)
in Punjab, Uttarakhand and Jharkhand, on Saturday. The lists
were issued by K C Venugopal, the General Secretary, All Indian
Congress Committee (AICC). Congress MLA from Theog Kuldeep
Singh Rathore is among the observers for Uttarakhand. The MLA
from Indora, Malender Rajan, is among the observers for
Jharkhand. Meanwhile, the MLA from Nagrota-Bagwan, RS Bali,
wasamong observers for the state of Punjab. MLA Kuldeep Singh
Rathore said, “The appointments come under the Congress's
Sangathan Srijan Abhiyan (Organization Creation Campaign).”

Hit by shooting stones, two from
Delhi killed in Kinnaur

Shimla: Two devotees from Delhi were killed on Saturday when
rocks fell from a hillside in Kinnaur's Yulla Kanda, following a
landslide, police said. The devotees, Prasheel Baghmare (27)
and Rashmi Ram (25), were travelling to the Shri Krishna tem-
ple for Janmashtami. They received severe injuries and died
on the spot, police said. Upon receiving the information, rescue
teams rushed to the spot. The bodies were then shifted to the
Civil Hospital, Bhawanagar for post mortem. Local villagers
also helped with rescue efforts. Superintendent of Police (SP),
Kinnaur, Abhishek Shekhar said an investigation is underway.

Toll collection suspended for one
month at Takoli Plaza in Mandi

Shimla: Mandi Deputy Commissioner Saturday issued an order
directing the temporary suspension of toll fee collection at the
Takoli Toll Plaza on National Highway-21 for one month, under
Section 34 of the Disaster Management Act, 2005. The suspen-
sion of tol! fee collection will remain in effect until September
14. The DC, Apoorv Devgan, said continuous heavy rain has
caused significant damage to several stretches of NH-21 in
Mandi. Landslides, road subsidence and washouts have dis-
rupted traffic. Vehicles are forced to take long detours and trav-
elers are stranded for hours, he said. “In such circumstances,
charging toll fees from commuters appears unreasonable.
Therefore, in publicinterest, it has been decided to stop toll col-
lection with immediate effect for a period of one month.”

4 from Punjab killed as camper

vanoverturns in Himachal

Shimia: Four people from Punjab were killed and 25 others in-
jured when a camper van they were travelling in overturned at
Jadrangal near Dharamshala in Kangra, the police said. The ve-
hicle was carrying pilgrims who were on way to Punjab's Moga
after offering prayers at Mata Chamunda Devi temple at
Palampur inDharamshala. The police said the overcrowded ve-
hicle overturned at a sharp curve near Ikku Khad Mod at
Jadrangal Friday. While Kiran Devi, 35, died on the spot, Jagsir
Singh, 38, Paramjet Kaur, 35, and Sukhjinder Singh, 35, suc-
cumbed to injurié$at Dr Rajendra Prasad Government Medical
College in Tanda where the injured were admitted. ENS&PTI

2025
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