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Seek ED probe into Pekhubela
power pr()]ect Sukhu dares BJP

ASSEMBLY IN SESSION

SuBHASH RajTa
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, AUGUST 25 »
‘Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu today dared
the Opposition to seek a
probe by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) into the
Pekhubela solar power proj-
ect if it suspected any wrong-
doing in it. “The CBI is
already looking into the case
with regard to the death of
Vimal Negi, Chief Engineer
of HPPCL.. If the Opposition
suspects any wrongdoing in
the power project, it can seek
an ED inquiry into it,” he
said while responding to the
allegations of wrongdoing in
the project levelled by
Jaswan-Pragpur MLA
Bikram Singh Thakur.
Bikram brought up the
issue while initiating a dis-
cussion under Rule 63 on
green revolution the project

would help bring in the agri-

culture sector through irriga-
tion schemes. While stating

Chief Minister Sukhvinder Sukhu speaks duririg the monsoon session in the Assembly on Monday.

that the 32 MW power proj-
ect was planned to bring
green revolution in the area,
he said that the project had
drowned following heavy
rain due to bad engineering
and poor design, and hardly
any power had been pro-
duced through it. “The proj-
ect was not set up at the
required elevation due to
which it had drowned. All
inverters and other equip-
ment have become non-
functional,” he added.

The Jaswan-Pragpur MLA
alleged that undue favours
had been given to the com-
pany implementing the

project. “The company was

given the operation and

maintenance contract for
eight years, but it disap-
peared even though 99 per
cent payment to it has
already been made,” he

- alleged. He added that the

detailed project report

(DPR) of the project was.

amended several times to
benefit the company.

The Chief Minister said

that the project had not
drowned as the MLA was
alleging. He added, “When
there is heavy rainfall, water
can enter any place. Due to
therain, the project has been

stopped and will become
operational from September

" 15.” He rejected the allega-

tions of wrongdoing and
favouritism in the project
and said that pending pay-
ments of the company,
including performance bank
guarantee, had been stopped
and Himachal Pradesh Pow-
er Corporation Limited
(HPPCL) was now handling
the project. “The DPR of the
project was prepared. by a
Central Government under-
tﬂ&ﬁg. It seems Bikram
Singh has developed some
phobia about the Pekhubela
project,” Sukhu added.
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Govtto study relieffor crop damage
by wild animals in other states; CM

Says HPwill become leading state in natural faming by 2027

TRIBUNE NEWS SER_VICI_!

SHIMLA, AUGUST 25 -
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu today said that
his government would study
the compensation system in
other states for plants and
crops damaged by wild ani-
mals. While responding to a
question asked by Lahaul-
Spiti MLLA Anuradha Rana
during the Question Hour,
the Chief Minister said that
at present, there was a provi-
sion for compensation only
in cases of injury to human
beings. She added that the
subsidy on some sound and
lighting systems would help
farmers, as these help in
chasing away wild animals.

To Pachhad MLA Reena
Kashyap’s question, the
Chief Minister said that he
had urged Union Minister for
Road  Transport and High-
ways Nitin Gadkari to
include the Chhaila-Neripul-
Sanaura road under the Cen-
tral Road Fund (CRF). He
added that instructions had
been given to the SB, Sirmaur,
and other officers to keep a
strict watch on the move-
ment of vehicles with high-
load capacity on this road.

To Jaswan-Pragpur MLA
Bikram Thakur’s question,

the Chief Minister said thatin
the past two years, 35240
saplings had been planted in
the state through Van
Mahotsva. He added that Rs
17.87 lakh was spent on
organising Van Mahotsva.
“An amount of Rs 14.92 lakh
was spent on plantation. The
survival rate of these saplings
is 60 per cent to 100 per cent.

‘After plantation, the regional

staff concerned monitor their
growth,” he added.

To Nahan MLA Ajay
Solanki’s question, Public
Works Department (PWD)
Minister Vikramaditya
Singh said that the settle-
ment of the Forest Conser-
vation Act (FCA) and Forest
Rights Act (FRA) cases in
all Assembly constituencies
would be expedited so that
obstacles in development
could be removed. i
The Chief Minister said that
his government was promot-
ing natural farming in a big
way and Himachal would
emerge as a leading state in
natural farming by 2027. In
response to a discussion
brought by Jhandutta MLA
JR Katwal to formulate a
strong and effective policy
for the promotion of natural
farming in the state, the
Chief Minister said that, if

necessary, the government
would not shy away from
cutting MLA Fund to pro-
mote natural farming,
Sukhu also announced
that a natural farming
scheme running in the state
would be known as the Rajiv
Gandhi Natural Farming
Scheme. He added that the
government would start a
scheme to install mesh fenc-
ing in fields to protect crops.
- Sukhu said that steps tak-
en by the government to
strengthen the rural econo-
my had started showing
results, and now money was
going into the hands of farm-
ers. Earlier, Agriculture Min-
ister Chander Kumar said
that natural farming was
being done on 38437
hectares in the state.
Besides, the government
was also working to link nat-
ural farming with big mar-
kets so that farmers doing
natural farming could get a
fair price for their produce.
MLAs Bhawani Singh
Pathania, Dr Hansraj, Vivek
Sharma, Indra Dutt Lakhan-
pal, Kishori Lal, Vinod Sul-
tanpuri, Kewal Singh Patha-
nia and Dalip Thakur also
participated in the discus-
sion on the attention motion .

* brought by Katwal.



Govtto send proposal to Centre for inclusion

of Manimahesh Yatra under Prasad Yojana
CM mourns death of three pilgrims from Punjab, says follow advisories

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, AUGUST 25

Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu today said
that his government would

' +~send a proposal ‘to the Cen-

|

{

tral Government for the
inclusion of the Manima-
hesh Yatra - under the
Prasad Yojana. “The
Tourism Department has
received a proposal from its
regional office in Chamba
for the inclusion of the
Manimahesh Yatra under
the Prasad Yojana. The pro-
posal will be sent to the

Central Government after a
review,” the Chief Minister
said while responding to
the question of Janak Raj,
BJP MLA from Bharmour.
Janak Raj had raised the
issue under a Calling Atten-
tion Motion Rule 62.

Janak Raj demanded that
the yatra be included under
the Prasad Yojana as it was one
of the most important religious
pilgrimages of the state and
attracted pilgrims from entire
North India. “Apart frombeing
a spiritual and cultural event,
the yatra has become a big
commercial venture as well

~

There’s a shortage of facilities
on the yatra route. In this

regard, I had met the Union -

Minister of Culture last month
and urged him to include the
yatra under the Prasad Yojana

for providing better facilities.”

The Union Minister assured
me that the Central Govern-
ment could add the yatra
under the scheme in the next
Budget if the state govern-
ment sends a proposal in this
regard,” he added.

Sukhu condoled the death
of three pilgrims during the
Manimahesh pilgrimage in
Chamba district. He said that

the state government would
provide all possible assis-
tance in this hour of distress.
He prayed to the Almighty to
grant peace to the departed
souls and strength to the
bereaved family members to
bear this irreparable loss.

Sukhu said that the Man-
imahesh Yatrawas suspended
for the time being due to bad
weather conditions. He added
that people must follow advi-
sories -issued by district
administrations in view of
inclement weather conditions
from time to time to avoid loss
of life and damage.
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Governor joins plantation drive
in Shimlas Mashobra block

SHIMLA, AUGUST 25
Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla
participatedin a plantation pro-
gramme organised on Monday
at Sipur in Mashobra block of
Shimla district. The event was
organised by the Himachal
Pradesh State Red Cross Soci-
ety in collaboration with the
Forest Department.

Addressing participants, the
Governor said the ongoing nat-

.ural calamities are a reminder
of the urgent need to restore
balance with nature. He said
unchecked deforestation, pol-
lution of water resources and
unplanned development are
making the planet increasingly
vulnerable,

Hailing Himachal Pradesh as
a true ‘Devbhoomi’, the Gov-
ernor praisedits lush green val-
leys, snow-clad peaks and pris-

Govemor Shiv Pratap Shukla interacts with students during the

plantation drive at Sipur in Mashobra block, Shimla, on Monday.

tine water streams. However,
he expressed concern over the
state’s increasing exposure to
natural disasters in recent
years, including landslides,
flash floods and cloudbursts.
He emphasised plantation is

not merely an environmental
initiative but a life-saving
responsibility: “When we plant
a sapling, it safeguards soil,
conserves water and purifies
the air for generations to
come,” he said. —TNS
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NGT issues notice to govt depts
over unregulated construction

PRATIBHA CHAUHAN
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, AUGUST 25 -
The National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has expressed concern
over haphazard and unregu-
lated construction activities
in Himachal in violation of
norms and sought replies
from various government
agencies for the lack of proper
monitoring and enforcement.
The NGT has taken suo-
motu notice of a news item
headlined “Illegal construc-
tions flourish in Himachal
due to lack of proper checks”
that appeared in The Tribune
on August 8, 2025. It has
observed that there seems to
be the violation of the Envi-
ronment (Protection) Act,

1986, Water (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act, 1974,
and the Solid Waste Manage-
ment Rules, 2016, in haphaz-
ard construction activity tak-
ing place in the hill state.

The NGT has issued
notices to the state depart-
ments of Town and Country
Planning, Urban Develop-
ment, Environment, Science
and Technology and Cli-
mate Change, Himachal
Pradesh State Pollution Con-
trol Board and the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, Dehradun.

It has directed that various
government agencies should
file their replies in the week
before the next hearing by way
of affidavits through lawyers.

Those filing their replies
directly have been asked to
joinvirtually to assist the court
during the next hearing,
“The news has raised sub-
stantial issues relating to the
compliance with the environ-
mental norms and the imple-
mentation of the provisions of
scheduled enactment,” the
NGT order of August 20
reads. The matter has now
been listed for November 11.
The court observed that the
matter relates to the
unchecked growth of illegal
construction in Himachal
Pradesh due to the lack of
proper monitoring and
enforcement. The news had
highlighted that though the
state  government had

banned such construction in
2023 following flashfloods in
Kullu and Shimla districts,
the illegal practice continued
unchecked, suggesting that
the Town and Country Plan-
ning Department had not
taken the directive seriously.
Buildings located close to
riverbanks were often swept
away or severely damaged
due to flashfloods.

It was stated that once the
Town and Country Planning
Department approved con-
struction, there was little to no
follow-up, and officials rarely
inspected sites thereafter. It
stated that half of the state falls
in the seismic ZoneV, besides
being prone to flashfloods and
other natural hazards.
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Villagers protest
construction
waste dumping
onMandihighway

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MANDI, AUGUST 25
Residents of Rachhwana,
Trambi and Gatarbag vil-
lages gathered at the plant
of a private construction
company located at Devd-
har late on Saturday to
protest against illegal
dumping allegedly by it on
the Mandi-Kotli-Jalandhar
highway. This activity, the
protesters alleged, was
endangering their villages.
The protesters staged a
demonstration demanding
immediate action to mitigate
therisk posed by the dumped
material to their homes,
roads and public facilities.
~ The protesters alleged that
the company had illegally
created dumping sites at
around 5-6 locations above
their villages. Due to heavy
rainfall in the region, debris
from these sites has cascaded
down into the villages, caus-
ing large-scale destruction.
They said the main road con-
necting the-village had been
completely blocked for the past
one montbh, isolating the com-
munity. The community centre
at Rachhwana had been dam-
aged and several homes, cow-
sheds and toilets had devel-
oped cracks or were buried
under debris. Villagers were
forced to walk 5 km through
debris to reach the main
road. The Tehsildar Sadar
visited the site and directed
the company to address the
villagers’ concerns.
Company official assured
the protesters that the com-
pany would take steps to
provide relief to the affect-
ed families. s

e
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Flood fear looms over Kangra
as Pong Dam nears full capacity

With relentless rains swelling resenvoir, officials place NDRF, SDRF on high alert _f

RajrvManajan

NURPUR, AUGUST 25
Relentless rainfall across

Kangra’s upper hills and |

plains over the past 48 hours

has pushed the Pong Dam ¢

reservoir dangerously close to
its danger mark, triggering
alarm in villages along the
Beas. By Monday evening,
the water level had touched

1,386 feet, barely four feet |
short of the 1,390 feet thresh- |

old set by the Bhakhra Beas
Management Board (BBMB).
The reservoir has amaximum
storage capacity of 1,410 feet,
The BBMB, which monitors
and manages the dam, was
compelled to release nearly
59,000 cusecs of water into the

BeasonMonday, dischargingin |

hourly intervals. The move was
taken to prevent the dam from
breaching safe limits, but it has
heightened anxiety among the
Pbeople of Indora and Fatehpur
subdivisions, particularly those
in low-lying mand areas.
According to official data,
the reservoir level stood at

1,383.82 feet at midnight on
Sunday, with an inflow of
1,41,803 cusecs and an outflow
of 35,466 cusecs. However, by
12 noon on Monday, the level
had surged to 1,385.21 feet,
and by 4 pm it touched

N

N on Monday. TRIBUNE PHOTG

1,385.81 feet. The sudden rise
forced the BBMB to enhance
discharge, worsening fears in
downstream villages already

struggling with flood-like con--

ditions. For nearly a week
now;, agricultural land, stand-

.- barelyfour feet short of the 1,390
- N feetthreshold set by the Bhakhra

o BBMB to enhance discharge,
| villages already struggling with °

| INCHING TOWARD - |

. DANGERMARK

= By Monday evening, the water
level had touched 1,386 feet,

Beas Management Board. The
Teservoir has a maximum stofage

= Thesudden rise forcedthe -
- worsening fears in downstream .

flootHike conditions .
® As a precaution, alt government
and pvt educational institutions
and Anganwadi centres in Kangra
district will remain closed for,
. StudentsonAugust26 - -

The BBMB released water
from Pong Dam reservoir

ing crops and private property
in these areas have been bat-
tered by the recurring outflow,

Indora SDM Surinder
Thakur confirmed that five of
the 17mand panchayats—Sur-
dwan, Bhogarwan, Milwan,

spillways and turbines.

Indora and Palakh — remain _
the most vulnerable. He cau-
tioned that the continued
downpour could further swell |
the reservoir overnight, lead-
ing to increased discharges. _
“The administration is on high | -

alert o ensure public safety. i

Both NDRF and SDRF teams
are ready for immediate
response,” he told The Tribune.
Meanwhile, the BBMB, ina
press statement issued Mon-
day evening, announced
plans for even higher dis- 7
charges on Tuesday. Between _
5 am and 9 am, the dam

-authorities will release water

five times, with outflow rates
escalating from 68,000 to
75,000 cusecs through its
Forthe farming communities 7
along the Beas, this announce-
ment has brought little com- |
fort, With fields already water- 7 ]
logged and homes threatened, |
the growing fear is not only of | 1
rising waters but also of losing | 1
livelihoods to nature’s fury. _ :
The coming hours, officials
warn, will be critical. _



Shivnagar college projectinlimbofor 5 years |

Funds dry up after o:msmm of govemment; mcm:aozma building now overtaken by wild bushes

RAVINDER SOOD

PALAMPUR, AUGUST 25
A half-constructed four-
storey building of Govern-
ment Degree College at Shiv-
nagar, nearly 30 km from
Palampur, today stands aban-

doned, wrapped in wild bush-'

es and neglect. The project,
once launched with much
fanfare, has been in limbo for
five years as the Public Works
Department (PWD) left the
work midway citing non-
availability of funds.

The foundation stone of
the college was laid in 2019
by former Chief Minister
Jai Ram Thakur, during the
BJP regime. However, the
idea itself dates back to
2016, when the then Con-
gress government led by
Virbhadra Singh first

.:5 Government Degree oo__amm building remains incomplete.

announced it, In 2018, the
Jai Ram government sanc-
tioned Rs 5 crore and issued
technical approval, paving
the way for construction of

a four-storey academic
block. As per the tender, the
project was expected to be
completed in two years.
But the promise of bring-

ing higher education closer
to the children of the Chang-
er area in Kangra district has
remained unfulfilled. Stu-
dents continue to travel long
distances to Palampur or
Dharamsala for college edu-
cation, as the Shivnagar proj-
ect lies frozen.

According to information
obtained by The Tribune, the
PWD has already spent Rs
4.40 crore of the sanctioned
amount. After the change of
government in 2022, no fresh
funds were released. The
remaining cost of construc-
tion, estimated at Rs 1.5
crore, is still pending. The
department currently holds
only Rs 26 lakh, an amount
far short of what is required.

Unable to continue, the
contractor invoked the
“foreclosure clause” in the

award letter and abandoned |
the project midway. The
PWD is now scouting for a
new contractor, but without
assured funds, the |
prospects remain bleak.

Official sources confirmed
that a detailed project report
(DPR) worth Rs 1.5 crore has
been submitted for adminis-
{rative approval to cover
pending works and electrical
installations. However, no
funds have been released for
the past two years, leaving
the fate of the project hang-
ing in balance. K

For now, what was meant to
be a hub of education for a
neglected region is nothing
more than an unfinished
structure — silent testimony
to political announcements,
bureaucratic hurdles and |
broken promises. _



State BJP pr%ldent Rajeev Bindal, state party in-charge Shrikant Sharma, co-incharge Sanjay Tandon,
Leader of Opposition Jai Ram Thakur and Hamirpur MP Anurag Thakur atthe workshop in Una.

BJP holds training workshop for

newly elected o

OuR CORRESPONDENT

UNA, AUGUST 25

A one-day workshop of the
BJP state organisation con-
cluded at the party office in
Una city today. The meeting
was organised to groom the
newly elected office-bearers
at the mandal, district and
state levels. }

State BJP in-charge
Srikant Sharma, co-
incharge Sanjay Tandon,
state  party president
Rajeev Bindal, Rajya Sabha
MP and state general secre-
tary Sikandar Kumar, for-
mer Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur and Hamirpur MP
Anurag Thakur were the
keynote speakers at the
training workshop.

Naina Devi MLA and state
spokesperson Randhir
Sharma, while addressing
mediapersons, said that the
BJP organisational elec-
tions for the booth, mandal,
district and state bodies had
been completed and the
workshop was organised to

educate and inform the new
office-bearers . about their
assignments and  the
upcoming programmes of
the party in the state and at
the national level.

Randhir Sharma said that
Anurag welcomed the new-
ly elected office-bearers and
wished them success in
their assignments. He
added that workers were
the backbone of the BJP
and exhorted them to work
diligently for the party.

He said that Bindal, who
had been elected the state

BJP president for the sec--

ond consecutive term, pre-
sented a report on the activ-
ities undertaken by the
state organisation during
the past two years. He said
that Jai Ram’s topic was to
speak on the present politi-
cal scenario in the state.
Sharma said that the
Leader of the Opposition
stated the panchayati raj
and local urban bodies elec-
tions were due in a couple
of months and the next

ice-bearers

Assembly elections would
also be held under the same
elected organisational lead-
ership. He spoke about the
‘Apna Booth Sabse Maz-
boot’ and ‘Booth Jeeta
Chunaav Jeeta’ mantras of
the national BJP.

Srikant Sharma spoke
about the need for good rela-
tions with the public and
mediapersons, while Sanjay
Tandon’s topic was the
importance, role and use of
social media for campaigning.

Randhir Sharma said that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s birthday falls on
September 17 and the BJP
had decided to observe a
‘Sewa Pakhwada’ from
September 17 to October 2
during which a number of
activities would be under-
taken with public coopera-
tion. For this, he said that a
committee had been consti-
tuted under the chairman-
ship of state party general

‘Secretary Sanjeev Katwal

to chalk out the road map
for the activities.




D'salaMLAgives
privilege motion
noticeagainstCM

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, AUGUST 25
Dharamsala MLA Sudhir
Sharma has written a letter
to Speaker Kuldeep Singh
Pathania to inform him that
he wishes to bring a privi-
lege motion against Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu for “misleading the
House by making false and
misleading statements”.
The MLA has posted the let-
ter on his Facebook page.
The Speaker admitted that
Sharma had sent a notice to
bring a privilege motion and
said that the Vidhan Sabha
Secretariat was looking into
it. “The notice can’t be given
for publicity. If the points
mentioned in the notice are
found baseless, there are
provisions for action against
it as well,” he added.
" The MLA has alleged that
the Chief Minister, while
replying to questions and
making statements in the
House, has presented facts
that are incorrect, misleading
and contrary to the records.
He alleged that the the Chief
Minister’s replies in the
House did not correspond
with actual facts and the state-
ments regarding government
policies and announcements
had been found to be mislead-
ing and untrue.
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Snowfall at Shinku La, Baralacha La;
heavyrain o_._Eu_om Em in Mandi, Kullu

DIrENDER MANTA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MANDI, AUGUST 25

Heavy rainfall and snowfall
brought normal life to a
standstill across various dis-
tricts of Himachal Pradesh
on Sunday night and Mon-
day with Lahaul and Spiti,
Kullu, and Mandi bearing
the brunt of the extreme
weather. The higher reaches
of Lahaul and Spiti, includ-
ing Shinku La and Baralacha

La, received season’s first
* snowfall, while the lower

regions were lashed by heavy

rainfall that triggered flash .

floods and landslides.

In Lahaul and Spiti district,
flash floods were reported in
Pagal Nala, which blocked
the Manali-Leh highway for
several hours. Another flash-
fiood occurred in Dared Nala.
A major tragedy was narrow-
ly averted in Karpat village of
remote Miyar valley when a
large boulder, dislodged by
heavy rains, rolled down the
hillside and damaged a relief

-
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camp. Fortunately, no casual-
ty was reported as the camp
occupants were away at the
time.

The Kullu district also wit-
nessed intense rainfall,
leading to flooding of drains
and rivulets. Residents of

Bashouna panchayat were
forced to flee their homesin
the middle of the night after
hearing a loud sound
caused by the sudden flood-
ing of a drain. Roads, land
and several apple orchards
in Upper Bashouna and

Piyashani were washed
away in the gushing water.
The Banjar-Gushaini-
Bathahar road remained
blocked throughout the day.
No loss of life was reported
although damage to land and
crops was substantial. Kullu

DC issued an order that all
educational institutions will
remain closed in Manali, Kul-
lu and Banjar subdivisions
on Tuesday August 26.

In Mandi district, the situ-
ation was equally grim. A
portion of a house collapsed
in Kataula, though no
injuries were reported. Tor-
rential rains triggered block-
age of 334 roads across the
district on Monday morning.
By evening, only 43 roads
had been restored, while 291
remained shut, including
the crucial Kiratpur-Manali
four-lane highway between
Mandi and Kullu.

All educational institutions
were closed today in Mandi,
Kullu and Lahaul and Spiti
in view of inclement weather
conditions. Due to rising
water levels in the Beasriver,
dam authorities at Larji and
Pandoh released water from
their reservoirs. The public
has been advised to stay
away from riverbanks for the
next 24 hours.



Kangra dist admn sounds alert,
NDRE SDRF teams deployed

KULWINDER SANDHU

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

DHARAMSALA, AUGUST 25

The Kangra district admin-
istration has sounded an
alert following a red warn-
ing for heavy rainfall
tomorow and directed all
field officers to remain on
duty to ensure effective dis-
aster management.

Deputy Commissioner
Hemraj Bairwa said all
Sub-Divisional Magis-
trates, Tehsildars and Naib
Tehsildars have been

asked to stay in the field

for prompt relief and reha-
bilitation measures. “No
laxity will be tolerated in
disaster management
work,” he said after
reviewing the situation on
Monday evening.

The water level of the
Beas river is being moni-
{ored regularly in coordina-
tion with Pong Dam author-
ities, he said, adding that
the NDRF and the SDRF

teams have been deployed
in Indora subdivision to
handle any emergency. The
administration has urged
people to stay away from
rivers and streams, avoid
unnecessary travel and
remain in safe places.

All educational institu-
tions, including govern-
ment and private -schools,
colleges, universities, tech-
nical institutes and Angan-
wadi centres, will remain
closed on August 26 due to
thered alert. = =. '

The revenue officers have
been directed to provide
immediate relief to the
affected families, he said.

The Deputy Commission-
er has advised residents to
report emergencies, if any,
to the toll-free disaster
management helpline 1077.

The Additional Deputy
Commissioner - Vinay
Kumar, ADM Shilpi Bekta

. and all SDMs attended the

review meeting virtually.

us services affected
As many as 231 bus services
were affected in Kangra
and Chamba due to heavy
rainfall continuing for the
past couple of days.

According .to transport
department figures, a total
of 718 bus services were
scheduled for Monday in
Kangra and Chamba dis-
tricts of which 159 were sus-
pended, 29 were held up en
route and 43 curtailed.

The Chamba district
reported the maximum dis-

ruptions, with 105 serviees

“suspended and 21 en route

held up, bringing the total’

affected services to 132.

The Dharamsala unit
faced 30 suspensions out
of 116 scheduled services,
while Nagrota Bagwan saw
21 services impacted,
including 16 curtailed
trips..- Joginder Nagar
reported 21 affected serv-
ices, largely due to cur-
tailed operations.

e



2025

26

fo eand

[ORF SEFeY

{ MONSOON SESSION OF HIMACHAL ASSEMBLY }

Shallee Dogra
shailee.dogra@htlive.com

SHIMLA : Chief minister Sukh-
vinder Singh Sukhu has chal-

lenged the opposition party

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) to
approach the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) and the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) if any corruption has
taken place in the Pekhubela
Solar Power Project in Una dis-
trict,

The chief minister, in
response to a discussion
brought by BJP's Bikram Singh
under Rule 63 in the assembly
on Monday, said that the
project has not been closed due
to the floods, but it has been
closed due to waterlogging
owing to excessive rain and the
project will start functioning
again from September 15.

When the opposition raised
the issue, the chief minister
claimed that BJP MLA Bikram
Singh has developed a phobia
of the Pekhubela solar project.
He said that it was incorrect to
say the project remained under
water. He clarified that solar
panels at the site were still
operational and power genera-
tion continued.

Terming the allegations of
the Opposition as baseless, he
said that the government has
stopped the payment of Rs 50
crore to the company which
was given the contract to build
and maintain- this project,
because the company has left
the work. He said that this
company has left the work

from June 14, 2025. He said that-

until this matter is resolved, the
HPCL will look after this
project.
Earlier, BJP MLA Bikram
Singh raised this issue and said
| that since the Pekhubela solar
project started, till date it “has
never produced at full capac-
ity”. He claimed that due to
heavy rains on August 20, this
plant was completely sub-
merged in water, but till date
the government has not
answered the questions raised
about this project. He said that
this project has produced a

Q:om minister m:E:::%.. mEm_. m:EE »nnnnmm.aw the assembly during the <:==E mwvrw
monsoon session in Shimla on Monday.

REPLYINGTO A
SHORT-DURATION
DISCUSSION ON
ISSUE INITIATED BY
BJP’S BIKRAM
SINGH, SUKHU SAID
THE UNA SOLAR
PROJECT OPS

HAVE BEEN
STOPPED DUE TO
HEAVY RAIN

maximum of 16 MW of electric-
ity, while its capacity is 32 MW.

Bikram Singh said that this
project should have been
installed at a height of 356.50
meters above sea level. But if
was installed at zero level. He
said that 10 inverters were
installed in this project, out of
which only four were working
and now all these inverters
have stopped working due to
being submerged in flood
water. He said that at least Rs

.. -

50 crore is needed to restart
this plant. He c¢laimed that
there has been huge corruption
ih this project.

Govt evaluating
proposal to include
Manimahesh Yatra
under PRASAD
Chief minister Sukhwinder
Singh Sukhu has said that the
state government is evaluating
the proposal to include the
famous Manimahesh Yatra and
related holy places of Chamba
district in the PRASAD Scheme
of the central government.

The Pilgrimage Rejuvenation
And Spiritual Heritage Aug-
mentation Drive (PARSAD)
scheme is a central funded
scheme to develop and identify
pilgrimage sites across India to
enhance the religious tourism
experience by providing well-
planned tourism infrastruc-
ture, improving amenities, and
promoting sustainable devel-
opment.

He said on Monday that this
evaluation is being done as per

HTPHOTO

the guidelines of the Ministry
of Tourism, Government of
India. He said that as soon as
the evaluation is completed, it,
will be sent to the central gov-
ernment for approval.

On the matter being raised
by MLA Dr Janak Raj under
Rule 62, the chief minister said
that in this regard the tourism
department has received a pro-
posal from the regional office,
Chamba, on June 6. The chief
minister said that the PRASAD
Scheme is a fully centrally
funded scheme and 100% cen-
tral funding will be done for all
the components of the project.
He said that under the PRASAD
scheme, Rs 56.26 crore has
been sanctioned for develop-
ment of Chintpurni temple.

Janak Raj had. demanded
inclusien of holy Manimahesh
Yatra in PRASAD Yojana. He
said that Manimahesh Yatra is
going on in Chamba districtat
this time and alleged lack of
facilities on this yatra route
that sees pilgrims coming from
different parts.

State-level glacier registry
being prepared: Sukhu

Shailee Dogrz oou..m

shailee.dogra@htlive.com

SHIMLA : The Himachal Pradesh
government ‘through State
Remote Sensing Cell is actively
working on creation of a state-
level glacier registry as the over-
all area under glaciers has
reduced, indicating a gradual
shrinkage of glaciers.

This was shared by the state
government in reply to the
‘question raised by Dharam-
shala MLA Sudhir Sharma dur-
ing the ongoing monsoon ses-

- sion on Monday. He sought the

government’s response on what
policy/plan is the government
adopting to save the glaciers
keeping in mind changing cli-
matic conditions and has the
government conducted any
study on this.

" The reply that was tabled in

the House through CM Sukhvin-

der Singh Sukhu on Monday
said that the state government,
through the State Remote Sens-
ing Cell, is developing a state-
level glacier registry.

The state pointed out that the
scientific analysis revealed that
while the number of glaciers
hds remained stable or shown
minor increases, their overall
area has reduced, indicating a
gradual shrinkage of glaciers.

The state has five major river
systems — Satluj, Beas, Ravi,
Yamuna, and Chenab. These riv-
ers are fed by about 800 glaciers
located in the upper reaches,
covering an area of 3,124.713 sq.
km. Together, the five river
basins span nearly 55,000 sq.
km, with a total catchment area
of 53,311 sq. km.

The reply by the government
said that the water resources in
Himachal Pradesh mainly come
from glacier-fed rivers. As

reported in the SAPCC, the state’

government, through its Space
Application Centre, has under-
taken analysis and studies
focused specifically on glaciers.

Approach ED, Q& if You suspect raft in Pekhubela project: CM

OVERALL AREA
UNDER GLACIERS
HAS REDUCED,
INDICATING ITS _
GRADUAL
SHRINKAGE

The state government said
that under the State Action Plan
on Climate Change (SAPCC)
Version 2.0 (2021-2030) of Him-
achal Pradesh includes specific
policies and measures to protect
glaciers from the impacts of cli-
mate change. The SAPCC, in
line with the National Action
Plan on Climate Change
(NAPCC), focuses on conserving
the Himalayan ecosystem |
through the National Mission
for Sustaining the Himalayan
Ecosystem (NMSHE). This mis-
sion afms to develop strategies
for protecting glaciers and the
mountain environment.

Under the State Mission for
Ecosystem, - Biodiversity and
Livelihood Sustainability and
the State Mission on Strategic
Knowledge for Climate Change,
the state will carry out studies
on the impacts of climate
change using available informa-
tion about glaciers and other
pubtic land of ecological impor- |
tance, including entire water-
sheds.

Through this the state will
prepare a state-level
glacier inventory and identify
actions to reduce or manage the
effects of climate change on gla-
ciers.

Under the Integrated Studies
of Himalayan Cryosphere
(ISHC), glacier inventories from
2016-2019 were compared with
those from 2001-2002 for vari-
ous basins in Himachal Pra-
desh. The scientific analysis
revealed that while the number
of glaciers has remained stable
or shown minor increases, their
overall area has reduced, indi-
cating a gradual shrinkage of
glaciers.

-



Himachal teacher |

bags national award

HT Correspondent
letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SHIMLA : Shashi Paul, 39, is the
only teacher from Himachal
Pradesh to be selected for the
National Teachers’ Award. Paul,
ateacher in Government Model
Centre, Primary Shamror
School, Solan, Himachal Pra-
desh, has been working towards
inclusive, value-based educa-
tion over the past 14 years of his
career. He began his career as
an educator on August 11, 2011,
as a Junior Basic Teacher at GPS
Niyari, a remote primary school
in the hilly terrain of Solan.
From that moment, he has
worked tirelessly to ensure that
no child, regardless of back-
ground, is left behind.

His key initiatives and contri-
butions include implementing
multi-grade, multi-level teach-
ing strategies tailored to indi-
vidual learning levels, promot-
ing sports and co-curricular
development.

During COVID-19 lockdown
in March 2020, he initiated
online classes using WhatsApp
and Google Meet. Despite initial
uncertainty, regular engage-
ment helped studentyand par-
ents adapt. He also started free
online coaching for Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalaya (JNV)
entrance exams in which 211
students got selected for JNVs
(2021-2025) and 24 students
received SJMMSE scholarships.

He also developed English
| workbooks (classes 1-5) in 2022

i PN .

Shashi Paul

and all-subject workbooks
(classes 1-2) in 2024 under Sam-
agra Shiksha, Himachal Pra-
desh. He also conducted train-
ing sessions for teachers on
English-medium instruction
and innovative classroom prac-
tices. Paul helped set up a mod-
ern ICT Lab with 10.computers
at GCPS Shamror and estab-
lished experiential learning labs
promoting practical and
inquiry-based learning.

He strives to reduce dropouts
and support students in build-
ing aspirations for higher edu-
cation and personal growth. He
also got the Best Teacher Award
(2022) by DIET Solan and the
district Best Teacher Award:

“Over the years, I have
endeavoured not only to teach ,

-but to transform; the classroom, .

the student’s life, and the com-
munity’s perspective on educa-
tion. My personal motto, “Right
Directions, Bright Future,”
reflects my belief that with
proper guidance and support,
every child can thrive” said Paul
while talking to HT.

'
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Three pilgrims from Punjab die
en route Manimahesh in Chamba

The yatra, which
resumed on Sunday,
has been suspended
again following rains
and landslides

HT no_._.mmv.os%_:
letterschd@hindustantimes.com
SHIMLA : Three pilgrims from
Punjab died while en route to
Manimahesh in Himachal Pra-
desh’s Chamba district, allegedly

due to hypoxia (lack of oxygen),”

officials said on Monday.
 The yatra was temporarily
suspended following rains and
landslides. The deceased have
been identified as Aman (18) and
Rohit (18) of Pathankot, and
Anmol (26) of Gurdaspur.
Authorities said the bodies are
being brought to Bharmour for
post-mortem, after which they
will be handed over to their fam-
ilies, said Bharmour additional
district magistrate Kulbir Singh
Rana. The annual Manimahesh
yatra, which began on August 16
and is scheduled to conclude on
August 31, was temporarily sus-
pended following rains and land-
slides.

« . Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu has condoled the

The swollen Beas river after heavy rains in Kullu on Monday.

deaths during the Manimahesh
pilgrimage in Chamba district
assuring all possible assistance
in this hour of distress.

The yatra stands suspended
for the time being due to bad
weather conditions and even the
district commissioners of
Pathankot and Doda in Jammu
and Kashmir, have been
requested to hold the pilgrims in
their districts and adhere to the
advisories till the weather gets
back to normal. The CM
appealed to the people not to go
near the rivers and nullahs to

avoid any mishap as the meteor-
ological department has warned
of heavy rains during next 24
hours in the state. He said that
people should follow the adviso-
ries issued by the district admin-
istrations from time to time.
Torrential rains that lashed
the state have thrown life out of
gear in Himachal. The met
department has predicted light
rain at few places with moderate
rain at many places and one or
two intense spells at isolated pla-
ces likely in Chamba, Kangra,
Kullu, Mandi, Una, Bilaspur and

AQILKHAN/HT

Hamirpur. All schools in Mandi,
Una will be closed on Tuesday
owing to prediction of heavy
rainfall, i

795 roads closed

Heavy rainfall had prompted
closure of 795 roads, including
two National Highways - NH 3
and NH 305. The Mandi-Kullu
road (NH-03) is blocked, and the
Anni-Jalori road (NH-305) is
blocked near Jhed due to sink-
ing. Mandi and Chamba districts
are particularly hard-hit, with
288 roads blocked in Mandi and

214 in Chamba alone.
According to the State Emer-
gency Operation Centre (SEOC),
a total of 795 roads were
blocked, 956 distribution trans-
formers were disrupted, and 517
water supply schemes were
affected. Owing to landslides -
the Kiratpur Manali four lanie
was blocked near Jhalogi, 33 km
ahead of Mandi towards Kullu
and about 300 vehicles running
on this busy route had to take
shelter in the tunnels of the four
lane. These vehicles along with
thousands of passengers and
tourists remained in the tunnels
throughout the night and could
come out only after the road was
restored at 7 am on Monday.
The Himachal Pradesh State
Disaster Management Authority
(HPSDMA) reported that since
the onset of the monsoon, the
state has recorded a total of 303
deaths, with 155 attributed to
rain-related incidents and 14§
due to road accidents. Since June
20, the HPSDMA has confirmed
303 total deaths of which 155
deaths were caused by rain-re-
lated incidents such as land-
slides, flash floods, cloudbursts,
and drowning while 148 people
have died in road accidents,
many of which are believed to be
related to the dangerous road
conditions caused by the rain.
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SC to appoint AMICUS OVET i o v

straining the environment there.

Himachal natur al disasters i st e

undermine the ecological and
social fabric of the state,” it
added.

press Trust of Indla _
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: The Supreme Court
on Monday decided to appoint
an amicus curiae to assistitina
matter over the ecological
jmbalance in Himachal Pra-
desh.

A bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta was
hearing a suo motu case over
the ecological and environmen-
| tal conditions in Himachal Pra-
“desh.

On July 28, a different bench

l Referring to the peculiarities
¥ in the Himalayan region, the
. pench outlined the need for all
the Himalayan states to collate
resources and expertise S0 as to
ensure development plans were
cognisant of such challenges.
%All that we want to convey
today is that it is high time the
state of HP pays attention t0
what we have observed and
starts taking necessary action at
. the earliest in the right direc-
e 5 : [ tion,” it said. |

of Justices J B Pardiwala andR : s B A The bench said the Centrealso |

Mahadevan said the state might Security personnel check the damaged portion on owed an obligation to ensure the

«yanish in thin air” if the situa- Chandigarh-Manali highway in Mandi districtof Himachal ecological imbalance in the state

tion did not change. Pradesh after alandslide in July. oy did not deteriorate further or |
On Monday, Himachal Pra- ) face natural calamities.

desh’s advocate general and orderof the Himachal Pradesh  the state were hydropower pro- “Of course much damage bas |

additional advocate general’ High Court, which declined to jects, four-lane roads, deforesta- been caused but thereisa Saying |
informed the bench about 2 entertain a plea challenging the tion, multi-storey buildings, tc. that ‘something 15 better thant
report being filed by the state on state’s June 2025 notification It observed Himachal Pra- nothing,” the bench observed, as

August 23. declaring certain areas as desh was nestled in the 1ap of I directed the apex court registry
The top court posted the mat- “green area’. the Himalayan mountains nd toregistera writ petition in pub- |
ter after four weeks. While refusing to interfere. it was jmportant to seek the ¢ interest on the matter. I|
Observing the situation in the with thehigh courts order, the  opinion of geologists, environ- “We expect the state tofile an |
state had deteriorated, the apex apex court said the obvious rea- mental experts and locals appropriate reply explaining |
court in July said climate son for issuing the notification  before undertaking develop- whether they have any action |
change was having a “yisible wastocurb construction activi- ~ ment projects. plan to meet with the issues We |
and alarming impact” on the tiesina particulararea. The apex court called tour- have discussed and what dothey |
state. The bench said according to ism a major source of income in  proposeto do in future, “_S?‘fl' '
The top court was then deal- experts and various eports, “he the state but flagged the “uncon- o
ing with a petition against an major causes of destruction in ' continuedon->7



BJP MLA MOVES
PRIVILEGE MOTION
AGAINST SUKHU
FOR ‘MISLEADING
HOUSE'

HT Correspondent
letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SHIMLA : Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) MLA from Dharmashala
Sudhir Sharma has submitted a
privilege motion against Hima-
chal Pradesh chief minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, accus-
ing him of repeatedly mislead-
ing the legislative assembly and
providing “false and inconsist-
ent” information on various
issues. The assembly secretariat
has confirmed that the matter is
under serious examination.

In his letter dated August 25,
2025, addressed to speaker Kul-
deep Singh Pathania, Sharma
alleged that the CM’s conduct
“amounts to breach of privilege
of this House and undermines
its dignity.” The motion lists
several instances where,
according to Sharma, state-
ments made by the CM
in the House were “misleading,
untrue and inconsistent
with actual facts.” Documentary
evidence has been annexed to
the motion in support of the
claims. }

These “false statements”, he
emphasised, have “misled not
only the members of the House
but also the general public”,
Sudhir urged the assembly
speaker to take the matter asa
“case of breach of privilege and
that appropriate action be initi-
ated against the CM so that no
member in the future dares to
mislead the House”.

Later, Pathania said the
assembly secretariat is examin-
ing the motion with “serious-
ness and due diligence.”

“We are assessing whether
the notice is based on facts or
merely intended for publicity. If
the allegations are found to be
baseless, action will also be.
taken against the member as
per rules,” Pathania said.

D
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SanjeevVerma
@timesofindia.com

Shimla: Refuting accusations
of corruption levelled against
the state govt in the 82 mega-
watt (MW)Pekhubela Solar Po-
wer Project in Una district,
worth Rs 220 crore, chief mini-
ster Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
on Monday asked opposition
BJP to approach central inves-
tigation agencies—-CBIor ED—
if they have credible informa-
tion and evidence of irregula-
rities in this project.

The CM, responding to an
issue raised by BJP MLA Bi-
kram Singh, said the legislator
had developed a “phobia” of
the Pekhubela project. He ad-
ded this project was already
under the scrutiny of CBI and
thehigh court, which had earli-
er handed over the investiga-
tion to CBI in the mysterious

death of state power corpora-
tion chief engineer Vimal Ne-
gi. Sukhu said as claimed by

the opposition, the Pekhubela’

project had not drowned, but a
decision was taken to close its
operation till Sept 15, The state
power corporationistaking ca-
reof theoperations of this pro-

. ject. He said it was the central

agency which cleared the deta-
iled project report of this pro-
ject,and stategovt withheld ne-
arly Rs 44 crore on account of
the executing company’s bank
guarantee and other dues. Suk-
hu said he was confident the
state govt will win if the case
entersarbitration.

During the short-duration
discussion initiated by the BJP
legislator, he alleged that the
stategovtextended unduefavo-
urs to the project implemen-
ting company and due tofaulty

" engineering this project had

_.__:_mnzm_ Em%m: o_s m=§<_=n2 Singh Sukhu 9..:8 n__m&_o: :.9: in
the state assembly in Shimla on Monday

submerged in water during the
monsoon. He also claimed that
this solar power project could
hardly generate 10 to 16 MW of
power, much below its 32 MW
capacity.

Urban body polis deferred
.The state'govt has “tempo-
rarily postponed” the elections

of urban local bodies due later
this year because the latest po-
pulation figures of scheduled
castes, scheduled tribes, and
other backward classes are not
available, stated urban deve-
lopment minister Vikramadi-
tya Singh on Monday. Replying
to a question by BJP MLA
Randhir Singh, he added that

to implement reservation pro-
perly and equitably; it is neces-
sary that the seats aredistribu-
ted only on the basis of official
and updated data. The state
govt has also decided to consti-
tute a commission for other
backward classes, which will
submit a report on the actual
population.

1,855 drug samples Failed
Asmany as1,855samples of
medicines manufactured in
HimachalPradeshfailed inthe
lasttwoyearstill July 31 this ye-
ar. Replying to a question by
Congress MLA Kewal Singh
Pathania, the health and fami-
ly welfare minister Colonel
Dhani Ram Shanil (retd.) in-
formed the Vidhan Sabha on
Monday that, taking action
against these pharmaceutical
companies, the state authoriti-
es suspended their product

permission on a case-by-case
basis between three days to
three months.

35,240 saplings planted

As many as 85,240 saplings
were planted during the Van
Mahotsav across the state in
thelast overtwo years between

-April 2023 and July -this year.

Replying to a question by BJP
MLA Bikram Singh, CM Suk-
hu informed that a total amo-
unt of Rs 17.87 lakh was spent
oh organising Van Mahotsavs,
and Rs 14.92 lakh was spent on
plantation. The survival rate
of these different species is
60% to 100%, he added. After
planting, the acclimatisation
andmonitoring of these plants
isdone by theregional staff, for
which money is allocated for
care up to six years, but no spe-
cial scheme has been run by
thegovtfor this.
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CM urges people
to follow dist
admn advisories

Shimla: Chief minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhuon
Monday urged people to
adhere to advisories of the
districtadministrationinthe
wake of heavy rains to avoid
any untowardincidents.
Sukhu also condoled the
deaths of two persons during
the Manimahesh pilgrimagein
Chamba djstrict on Sunday.
Expressing sympathies with
the affected families, the chief
minister said the state govt
would provide all possible
assistance in this hour of
distress. The Manimahesh
Yatra stands suspended for
the time being due to bad
weather conditions, and even
the district commissioners of
Pathankotand DodainJammu
and Kashmir have been
requested to hold the pilgrims
intheir districts and adhere to
the advisories until the
weather returns to normal. ™



- BJP MLA moves
privilege motion |

against HP CM

Sanjeev.Verma Speaker: Under
@timesofindia.com n - d t.
Shimla: Amid the ongoing consideration
political feud between the < peakerKuldeepSingh

BJP legislator from Dha-
‘ramshala, Sudhir Sharma,
and Sukhvinder Singh Suk-
hu, the former moved a pri-
vilege motion against the
chief minister for “mislea-
ding” Vid-
han Sabha
by “making

false and
4+ contradicto-
2 ry state-
_ﬁ-’ ments” on
several occasions on the flo-
orof thehouse.

In a threepage letter
addressed to Kuldeep
Singh Pathania on Mon-
day, Sharma, who joined the
BJP in March last year, ur-
ged the Himachal assembly
speaker to take up the mat-
terasa case of breach of pri-
vilege and initiate appropri-
ate action against the CM so
thatnomember infutureda-
red tomislead the augustho-
use.

Sharma claimed that
Sukhu, whilereplyingto qu-
‘estions and making state-
ments in Himachal assem-
bly pertaining to govt polici-
es and announcements, pre-
sented facts that were
incorrect, misleading, and
contrary to the records, and
stuch conduct amounted toa
breach of privilege of the
House and undermined its
dignity.

Citing at least eight ex-
amples of the alleged false
and misleading statements,
the BJP MLA mentioned
that in the budget session
202526, Sukhu announced
that the govt would provide
employment to 25,000 youth
invarious departments. Du-
ring the monsoon session
last year, the govt stated that
they had given employment
tomore than 34,000 people in
the govt sector. However, on
the occasion of this Inde-
pendence Day, the chief mi-
nister said they had given
employment to 23,000 peo-
ple. Thenumberof timesthe
govt lied in the House about
disaster relief, self-employ-
ment, and its 10 guarantees
cannotbe counted, headded.

Sharma mentioned that
from the first budget session

—

‘) Pathania later said the

Vidhan Sabha secretariathad

received the notice and itwas
being ascertained what the
issuesand repliestothese
were which the Dharamshala

MLA had questioned. “Weare

examiningthisissue very
seriously. Certainly, we will

take appropriate action at the

relevarittime,” said Pathania.
He, however, clarified that

privilege motion notices were

not for publicity sake, and if
the notice was found
baseless, there were rules to
deal withit.

itself, the Congress govt an-
nounced plans to build an
Adarsh Health Institute in
every assembly constituen-
cy. This claim was repeated
by the govt in every Vidhan
Sabha. session. But to date,
not a single such institute
hasbeenbuiltin thestate, he
claimed. The chief minister,
who presented the budget
thrice, talked about a PET

scan .(cancer detection ma- |

chine) every time, but it has
not been installed to date,
Sharmaadded.

The Dharamshala legis-
lator said the govt announ-
ced dearness allowance to
govtemployees inthis year’s
budget, but it had not been
disbursed to date, and there
was no possibility of getting
itinthefutureastheCMhad
now himself clarified this.

In the budget session, an
announcement was made
about Rs 1-lakh additional
discretionary grant, but
that money has not been re-
leased yet, said the BJP
MLA.

Inresponse to a question
in Vidhan Sabha on Feb 15,
2024, the state govt mentio-
ned that during the 2023 dis-
aster; Rs 483 crore was given

-ascompensation totheaffec-

ted families. But in response
to a question last week, it
was stated that a relief amo-
unt of Rs 403 crore had been
distributed. Out of this, Rs
96 crore was for thefinancial
year 2022-23. This means
that the govt has given areli-
ef amountof onlyRs307cro-
re, Sharma pointed out.
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~ HP monsoon fury: Beas
in spate, 3 pilgrims dead;
schools closed today too

Rohit.Mullick
@timesofindia.com

Kullu: Threepilgrims under-
taking the Manimahesh Ya-
tra lost their lives as heavy
rainfall battered Himachal
Pradesh on Monday, trigger-
i ing landslides and flash
i floods that brought the state
: toastandstill.

Nearly 800 roads, includ-
ing four national highways,
¢ remained blocked due to de-
! bris and flooding, severely
! disruptingtransportation.

In Kully, a flooded Beas
started overflowing along the
Chandigarh-Manali highway
: at Raison near Manali on
¢ Monday evening, triggering

¢ panic among nearby resi-

dents who live near the river-
bank. Considering the red
alertfor heavy rainfall issued
by weather department, edu-
cational institutions, includ-

1.2k excess rain in
Pb, farmland hit

junjab logged 1,272% excess
i rainfallin24 hours until
8.30am on Monday, with48mm
rain againstanormal of 3.5mm.
Rising water levels of the Beas
and Ravi rivers have affected
Amritsar, Tarn Taran, and
Pathankot. Inthe Beas region,
4,000t0 5,000 acres of farmland
have been hit. In Fazilka,
schools in 20 villages will be
closed forthree days, while all
schools in Jalandhar will be
closed on Tuesday. P2

ing schools and colleges, will
remain closed in Kullu, Man-
di, Kangra, Una, and Bilas-
pur districts on Tuesday as
well.



Chief Minister Sukhvinder Sin:

HIMACHAL MONSOON SESSION

-

Deforestation
making planet
vulnerable: Gov

Shimla: HP Governor Shiv Pratap
Shukla Monday said unchecked
deforestation, pollution of water
resources and unplanned devel-
opmentare makingthe planetvul-
nelqble. as he advocated for pro-
tection of the. environment
through planting trees. He said this
ataplantation programme organ-
1sgd at Sipur village in Shimla dis-
trictby the Himachal Pradesh State (
Rgd Cross Sodiety in collaboration
with the forest department. Pu

C gh Sukhu addresses th
Vidhan Sabha during the ongoing Monsoon Session, in
Shimla, Monday. Express

l
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Pekhubela solar
project: X50 crore
of private company
forfeited, says CM

Dares BJP to file complaints with CBI
and ED if it suspects any corruption or
any favour to the executing company

R

SAURABHPARASHAR
SHIMLA, AUGUST 25

HIMACHAL PRADESH Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu Monday informed the
Assembly that around Rs 50
crore belonging to the private
company for the Pekhubela Solar
Power Project in Una, was for-
feited by the state government.
He also said that the Himachal
Pradesh Power Corporation
Limited (HPPCL) is now operat-
ing the project.

Responding to a discussion
raised under Rule 63 by BJP MLA
Bikram Singh from Jaswan-
Pragpur, Sukhu said the state had
encasheda Rs 22-crore perform-
ance guarantee of the company
and stopped an additional Rs
17.81 crore in payments.

“We have forfeited around Rs
50 crore of the company. The to-
tal worth of the projectisRs 220
crore. I know the company will
approach arbitration, butam
confident that the government
will win the case,” Sukhu said.

The BJP MLA has alleged the
plantwas ataverylow elevation
instead of the required 356 me-
ters, due to which it has sub-
merged. Some cables and 10 in-
verters among other critical
equipment were damaged, he
said. “A generatoris currently be-
ing used to drain water out of the
projectsite. It will require anad-
ditional Rs 50 crore for the plant
-forestart.”

Rejecting the MLA’s allega-
tion, Sukhu said: “The project was
not drowned; it was made non-
operational due to incessant
rains.” The CM said the 32 MW
projectis expected to resume op-
erations by September 15.

The project spanning 49

hectares, which began on April
15,2024, was being executed un-
der an Engineering;
Procurement, and Construction
(EPC) contract.

The MILA also questioned the
handing of the project to a single
private company that was en-
trusted with the project for eight
years. He alleged that the com-
pany has abandoned the site after
receiving 99 percent of its pay-
mentand eventook someinvert-
ers.
The BJP MLA also alleged the
annual energy output target of
32 MW is yet to be achieved.

“No penalties were imposed
despite the company failing to
meet conditions. The Detailed
Project Report (DPR) was
amended 15 to 20 times to bene-
fit the private company,” he said.

He also questioned the state
for ignoring an SJVN (Satluj Jal
Vidyut Nigam) offer to build a so-
lar plant similar to the Bikaner
model.

Raising concerns over alleged
irregularities in HPPCL, Bikram
Singh said the CBI is already
probing several matters related
to the corporation.

Inasharp rebuttal, CM Sukhu
said, “Bikram Singh seems ta
have a Pekhubela phobia; we
will give him an injection for it,"

As BJP MLA Bikram Singh
pointed out tothe death of asen-
ior officer linked with the proj-
ect, the CM said: “I know (what)
the BJP MLA is talking about...
death of Chief Engineer Vimal
Negi is being probed by the CBL
If a BJP MLA has some evidence
establishing wrongdoings... he
should hand over the docu-
ments to the CBI or the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
whichisunder the control of the
BJP-led Central government.”
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Sukhu; Evaluating proposal |
to include Manimahesh |

Yatra in PRASHAD Scheme

Shimla: The Himachal Pradesh
government is evaluating the
proposal to include the famous
Manimahesh Yatra and related
holy places of Chamba districtin
the Centre's PRASHAD Scheme,
CM Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu
told the Assembly on Monday.
The scheme was initiated to
develop and identify pilgrimage
sites across India to enhance the
religious tourism experience by
providing well-planned infra-
sfructure, improving amenities
and promoting sustainable de-
vélopment. Replying to amatter
raised by BJP MLA Janak Raj,the
CMsaid that the Tourism
Department has received a pro-
posal in this regard from the
Regional Office Chambaon June
6"and the evaluation is being

done in accordance with the
guidelines of the Ministry of
Tourism, Government of India.
The CM said that the
Pilgrimage Rejuvenation And
Spiritual Heritage Augmentation
Drive {PRASHAD) scheme is a
fully centrally funded scheme
and added that as soon as the
evaluation is completed, it will
be sent to the central govern-
ment for approval. He informed
thatunder the scheme, Rs 56.26
crore has been sanctioned for the
development of the Chintpurni |
temple. Claiminglack of facilities
on the Manimahesh Yatraroute,
Janak Raj had demanded thein-
clusion of the Manimahesh Yatra
in the PRASHAD scheme. The
Manimahesh Yatra runs from
August 17 to September 15. PTI
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Three pilgrims from Punjab die en
route Manimahesh, yatra suspended

SAURABHPARASHAR
SHIMLA, AUGUST 25

THREE PILGRIMS in their teens
and early twenties from Punjab
died during the Manimahesh
‘trek in Himachal Pradesh’s
Chamba district following
breathing difficulties over the
past 24 hours,

Two of the victims died
Sunday evening, while the
third succumbed on Monday.

The bodies of the victims —
identified as Aman Kumar, 18,
and Rohit, 19, from Pathankot,
and Anmol Sharma, 26, from
Gurdaspur - were taken to the
Bharmour Civil Hospital for
postmortem examination.

Meanwhile, authorities in
Chamba have temporarily sus-
pended the Manimahesh Yatra
inview of incessant rainfall un-
til further orders.

The Manimahesh trek is an

approximately 15-km-long pil-
grimage to Manimahesh Lake,
located in the Pir Panjal range
of the Himalayas in Chamba.
The lake, revered as the abode
of Lord Shiva, lies at an altitude
of 4,080 metres (13,390 ft) in
the Bharmour subdivision,
Sources said the three vic-
tims were part of different
groups. Two of them were
heading towards Manimahesh
Dal Lake - the penultimate
point of the pilgrimage — viathe
Kugtiroute, while the third was
proceeding to the final point
through Hadsar with his teamn
members. Sources said Aman
Kumar developed breathing
problems near Kamal Kund and
died at Gaurikund. Rohit col-
lapsed on the Kugti track, while
* Anmol Sharma passed away at
Dhanchho.
Mukesh Repaswal, Deputy
Commissioner, Chamba, told
The Indian Express, “In view of

the ongoing incessant rains, we
have suspended the
Manimahesh Yatra until fur-
ther-orders. The road link be-
tween Bharmour and Chamba
has been completely cut off due
tolandslides and other rain-re-
lated issues. The bodies of the
victims are at Bharmour Civil
Hospital, and their families
have been informed about the
tragic deaths. Although we had
already advised pilgrims with
breathing problems, diabetes,
and other medical issues to
avoid the trek, the medical his-
tory of the three victims is yet
to be verified. We will look into
the matter once the initial for-
malities are completed.
Preliminary probe suggests
that three victims died due to
shortness of breath, which is
being termed as the shortage of
oxygen. The exact cause of the
deaths of three pilgrims will be
ascertained after the post-

mortem examination.”

Sources added that
seven pilgrims have died dur-
ing this season’s Manimahesh
Yatra, which commenced on
August 16.

Four of them succumbed to
high-altitude sickness and
breathing difficulties caused by
low-oxygen levels, while three
others - including a woman —
died due to landslides and
falling stones during the trek.
The annual pilgrimage is sched-
uled to conclude on August 31.

Meanwhile, continuous
rainfall over the past 24 hours
forced authorities to advise pil-
grims to remain in safe loca-
tions until weather conditions
improve. Most major roads in
the district are blocked due to
landslides. The India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) has issued a red alert for
heavy rain in the Chamba dis-
trict on Monday.
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Damaged roads in Shillai
to SC-BC office closure in
Anni: MLAs raise local

issues, Speaker takes note

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, AUGUST 25

ZERO HOUR of the Himachal
Pradesh Assembly on Monday
saw several MLAs raising concerns
over local issues, and Speaker
Kuldeep Singh Pathania assuring
them of necessary action.

BJP MLA Sukhram
Chaudhary from Paonta Sahib
highlighted difficulties faced by
residents of Shillai due to dam-
aged road connectivity, stating
that frequent cloudbursts over
the past two years have wors-
ened the situation. “A wide
drainage (nallah) was con-
structed where the road was
damaged, adding to the hardship
of locals,” he said.

The Speaker assured him that
the matter had been noted and
appropriate action would follow.

BJP MLA from Anni Lokender
Kumar expressed concern over
the closure of the Scheduled
Castesand Backwards Classes of-
fice inhis constituency. “The pop-
ulation hasincreased from 30,000
to 35,000. The SC-BC office was
functioning here for a long time,
but now people are forced to
travel to Kullu, which is difficult

for them. This is aTeserved con-
stituency with economically
weaker residents. There are
around 89,000 voters in my con-
stituency, and the majority of
them belong to the SC category.
We demand the office be re-
opened,” he said, questioning the
chief minister on the issue.

The Speaker said the depart-
ment concerned had beenasked
to look into the matter.

Raising a serious health con-
cern, BJP MLA from Balh, Inder
Singh Gandhi said toxic gas
emissions from a dumping site
were affecting studentsatalocal
ITI and nearby residents. “The
dumping site should be removed

-from the particular gram pan-

chayat,” he demanded.

Calling it a sensitive matter,
the Speaker directed that neces-
sary instructions be issued to the
department concerned.

Congress MLA Kewal Singlr
Pathania flagged issues related
to the Chambi National Highway,
stating the Power Department
had installed four electricity tow-
ers along the stretch, creating in-
convenience. The Speaker as-
sured all members that their
points would be addressed
promptly.
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Job numbers,
DA: BJP MLA
says CM Sukhu
‘misleading
House’, seeks
privilege motion.

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, AUGUST 25

BJP MLA from Dharamshala
Sudhir Sharma Monday submit-
ted a notice for a privilege mo-
tion against Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu for
“misleading the House” and
submitting incorrect replies per-
taining to government jobs pro-
vided by the Congress dispensa-
tion and other issues. Sharma, a
former Cabinet minister, also

shared a copy of the three-page

notice on his Facebook page.
Vidhan Sabha Speaker
Kuldeep Singh Pathania con-
firmed that the legislator has
given a notice in writing. “The
matterisunder serious consider-
ation of the Vidhan Sabha
Secretariatand the factsarebeing
examnined,” the Speaker told me-
diapersonsoutside the Assembly.
When told that the MLA has
uploaded the notice on social
media platforms, Pathaniasaid it
cannot be shared asitis still un-
der consideration. "The notices
cannotbe given for mere public-
ity. There are rules if the noticeis
baseless,” hesaid, adding thatap-
propriate actionwill be taken“at
the relevant time".
Earlier,inacommunicationto
the Speaker, Sharma saidthathe
wishes to "move a privilege mo-
tion againstthe chief minister un-
der the relevant Rules of
Procedure” for allegedly mislead-
ing the House by making false
statements on several occasions.
Sharma,inhisnotice, saidthat
onrmultiple occasionsinthe past,
M Sukhu placed incorrect infor-

mation in the House. He alleged .

said the CM's statements didnot
correspond to facts, and state-
ments regarding government
policiesand announcements.

“These staternents have mis-
led not only the House but also
the publicatlarge.1 request that
this matter may kindly be taken
upasacaseof breach of privilege
and appropriate action be initi-
ated against the chief minister,
so that nomember dares t0 mis-

leadmisaugustHouseinﬁlmre.“ ‘
Sharma said, as per the letter he:

shared on Facebook.

Asper theletter.CM submnit-
ted incorrect information per-
taining to government jobs pro-
vided in the state during
Congress rule, Aadarsh Swasth’
Sansthan, Pet Scan machine,
Dearness Allowance of govern-
ment employees and electricity
bill of a Cabinet rank MLA.

Sharma further urged the.

Speaker to bring the privilege
motion against the CM into the
House during the ongoing mon-
SOON Session.
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685 ROADS, INCLUDING 3N

ATIONAL HIGHWAYS, CLOSED FOR TRAFFIC

Heavy rain disrupts normal

SAURABHPARASHAR
SHIMLA, AUGUST 25
MODERATE TO very heavy rain
disrupted normal life in
Himachal Pradesh on Monday,
prompting the closure of schools
and collegesin five of the 12 dis-
tricts in the state.

The district administrations
inMandi, Kangra, Chamba, Una,
BilapsurandKullu districtshave
ordered closure of educational
institutions in view of the rains.
+  Asaprecautionary measures,
all government and private edu-
cational, technical institutions,
colleges, universities and angan-
wadi except residential institu-
tions would remain close on
Monday, the order issued by the
Deputy Commissioner, Kangra,
Hemraj Bairwa said.

Due to the heavy rainfall over
the past two days, several roads
in various villages have been
blocked. causing significant dis-
ruption to connectivity.

About 685 roads, including
three national highways, re-
mained closed for traffic. Thelocal
meteorological office sounded a
red alert predicting intense spells

life in Himachal Pradesh,

schools o_omaa_ E m &mﬁﬁm

Vehicles make their way througha mud-covered road
following heavy rainfall, in Kullu, Monday. PT1

of rain atisolated placesinKangra
and Chamba districts on Monday
and asked people to stay cautious.
Italsoissued an orange warning of
gs%ﬁgaiimo_mﬁa
parts of the state on Monday and
yellow alert of heavy rains inthe
state till August 31.

There were also reports of
the season's first snowfall at
Shipki La in higher reaches of
Lahaul and Spiti district.

According to IMD Shimla,
Kahu in Bilaspur received 190.5
mm of rainfall, followed by Jot
(159.2mm), Berthin(156.4 mm),
and Naina Devi (148.4 mm).
Other major recordings include
Ghaghas (148 mm), Bilaspur
(140.8 mm), Bhattiyat-Chowari

(140.2 mm), and Malraon (120

mm). Una received 80.8 mm,

Dharamshala 87.4 mm, and
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

e Heavy rain in m::_mnrm_

Palampur 65.4 mm, highlighting
widespread heavy precipitation.

In addition to the heavy rain,

gusty winds up to44 kmph were
reported in Bilaspur, while thun-
derstorms struck Shimla,
Sundernagar, Kangra, Palampur,
Jot, Murari Devi, and Bhuntar.
Rising water levels in rivers and
rivulets, coupled with fresh land-
slides, have severely disrupted
trafficon key routes in Kulluand
adjoining areas.

The IMD hasissued warnings
for continued moderate to heavy
rainfall in several districts, urg-
ing residents toremain alert and
avoid unnecessary travel, espe-
cially inlandslide-prone zones.

Jatin Lal, Deputy
Commissioner, Una, said that the
MeT department forecast heavy
rain for Monday in the district.
Many houses were submergedin
the water indifferent areas of Una
due to the continued heavy rain.
Inview of the situation, whichin-
cludes rising water levels and
multiple road blockages, Torul S
Ravish, Deputy Commissioner
and Chairman of the District
Disaster Management Authority,
Kullu, ordered the closure of all
educational institutions Monday.
The Shimla centre of the India
Meteorological Department

(IMD) said that light to medium
rainfall with one or two spells of
heavyrainfall, along with low vis-
ibility, is expected in Shimla. On..
Sunday evening, IMD issued an
alert for heavy rainin 10 districts, .
including Hamirpur, Bilsapur,
Kangra, Kullu, Mandi, Shimla,
Sirmour, Solan, and Una, for at
least 12 hours.

Out of the 628 roads, 321
roads were closed in Mandi dis-
trict, 102 in adjoining Kullu and
82 in Chamba. The national
highway-3 (Mandi-Dharampur
road), NH 154 (Mandi-
Jogindernagar road) and NH 305,
{Aut and Sainj), were aiso closed,
the State Emergency Operation
Centre (SEOC) said.

According to officials, 1533
power supply transformers and
168 water supply schemes have
been disrupted in the state.

Between June 20 and August
24, atleast 155 people have died
in Himachal Pradesh in rain-re-
lated incidents, while 37 have
gone missing, the SEOC said.

1t added that the state has
witnessed 77 flash floods, 40
cloudbursts and 80 major land-
slides so far. Himachal Pradesh
hasincurred losses to the tune of
Rs 2,348 crore inrain-related in-
cidents, it added. WITHPTI
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