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No.        /2007-PUB   DATED                     SHIMLA-2           8 May, 2007

STATE TO JOIN HANDS WITH HARYANA FOR TOURISM MARKETING

Himachal Pradesh would explore the possibilities of joining hands with Haryana in marketing its tourism potential through all its channels and promote village tourism in a big way.  This was revealed by Shri Virbhadra Singh, Chief Minister, in a meeting held with the visiting Tourism Minister of Haryana, Smt. Kiran Chaudhary, who accompanied with a high level delegation called on the former here today.

Chief Minister said that his government would be extending all possible help to promote tourism activities with mutual cooperation and open its channels for helping promote tourism in Haryana.  He said that Himachal Pradesh was one of the few states which had tourism potential available to cater to the all categories of tourists during all seasons and for all reasons.  He said that the state was emphasizing over the quality tourism promotion activities to cater to the high paying tourists.  He said that quality infrastructure was being developed to  meet the requirements of high paying tourists to the state.

Shri Virbhadra Singh said that there was need to explore all sectors of tourism promotion which included beside natural potential, religious, heritage, adventure, village and allied activities.  He said that his government was committed to promote village tourism in a big way by creating necessary infrastructure in the villages and associate villagers in offering their spare accommodation to house the tourists and provide them local food to acquaint them with the way of life of villagers in Himachal Pradesh.  He said that all such houses would be registered only after verifying the facts and ascertaining that the infrastructure created was upto the norms laid down by the state government where the visitors would be safe and comfortable.  He said that such activities would also help in opening new self employment and employment avenues to the villagers near to their homes besides boosting the tourism at the village level.

Chief Minister said that the state had about 8 million tourists during preceding financial year which was much above its population.  He said that the people visiting the state had been contributing significantly in carrying the mouth publicity for the tourism promotion in the state resulting into increased number of tourists the following year.  He said that the people of the state were hospitable, well mannered and cooperative in nature carrying forward the traditions of good hosts.  He said that the people had been contributing significantly towards the popularity of the tourism and professionalism was being developed in those directly or indirectly connected with the tourism promotion.
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Shri Virbhadra Singh raised the matter of reconstruction of the Markanda, Kala Amb-Naraingarh road bridges with the visiting minister connecting Sirmour district with the Haryana state and requested her to take the matter at appropriate level to reconstruct both the bridges on priority which would also add to the tourism promotion in both the states. 

Smt. Kiran Chaudhary, Minister for Tourism, requested the Chief Minister for joining hands in aggressive marketing of the tourism potential available in both the states and emphasized the need for a combined tourism portal of all the Northern states so that a complete package was offered to the tourists visiting the zone.  She said that Haryana had entered into farm tourism and the same was gaining popularity amongst the tourists who want to spend some time away from the metropolitan hustle and bustle.  She said that the state had developed 44 tourist resorts in the government sector and 28 in the private sector.  She said that Kurukshetra, Pinjore Heritage Garden and Surajkund Craft Fair were favourite destinations for the visitors from the world over.  She said that the entry points to Himachal Pradesh would be improved and developed to facilitate the smooth visits of the tourists.  She also urged the Chief Minister to improve the hill station of Morni approach from Himachal side to help visitors enter the state more conveniently. 

Shri Ram Lal Thakur, Forest Minister, Shri Tarun Sridhar, Managing Director, HP Tourism Development Corporation, Ms. Keshni Anand Arora, Commissioner-cum-Secretary Tourism Haryana, Shri Onkar Sharma, Director of Tourism, Himachal Pradesh were present in the meeting.
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