National Winter Games for Special Children Concludes

Shimla, Feb. 1: National Winter Games Championship for special children organized by Special Olympics Bharat, Himachal Pradesh concluded here today.  Around 715 special children from 21 states participated in the Floor Hockey championship organized here at Bishop Cotton School.


Health Minister Dr. Rajeev Bindal, while presiding over the closing ceremony, lauded the efforts of HP Chapter of Special Olympics Bharat for organizing this mega event in spite of bad weather conditions. He stressed that special children needed special attention as they need more care for education, health and other requirements. He said State Government was committed to give special priority to these children in terms of health and education. Better health facilities including provision of Physiotherapists would be ensured for special children in the state. Besides, government would also ensure that they get benefits of all the schemes being run through Welfare Department, he added. 


Dr. Bindal said that Chief Minister Prem Kumar Dhumal intended to attend the closing ceremony but due to busy schedule he could not make it. He read out Chief Minister’s message to the special children and also announced Rs. One lac grant to the organizers on Chief Minster’s behalf. Health Minister also announced Rs 21000 grant from his discretionary grant for this noble cause.


Dr Bindl also gave away the prizes to the winners in different categories. In male Floor Hockey Championship, Delhi won the first prize while second and third prize went to West Bengal and Maharashtra in Division-1 category. In Division-2 Himachal Pradesh bagged first, Goa second and Rajasthan third prize. In division-3 competition, Karnatka was adjudged first, Jharkhand second and Uttrakhand at third position. In division-4, Chandigarh got first, Bihar second and Madhya Pradesh third prize. 

In female category (division-1), Delhi stood first, Jharkhand second and Andhra Pradesh third, in division-2, Karnatka remained at top position while Maharashtra at second and West Bengal at third position. In division-3, first prize went to Gujrat, second to Goa and third to Himachal Pradesh.


A cultural evening was also organized for special children late last night in the school auditorium wherein special children performed colourful programme. Forest Minister J.P Nadda, who was present as the guest of honor on the occasion, said that Special Olympics was a special effort to pay heed towards special children. He said that it was a matter of great contentment that social attitude towards these children had changed considerably and they had become integral part of mainstream. Shri Nadda announced to give Rs 11000 financial assistance the organizers. 


Troy Greson, Director, Asia Pacific, National Director (Sports) Special Olympics Victor Vas, Chairperson, Special Olympics Himachal Pradesh, Ms Mallika Nadda, Regional Director Satish Malhotra and Sports Director Rashmi Dhar Sood were also present on the occasion.

