NGO’s should come forward in social service : Dr. Bindal

Shimla, February 15: Health Minister Dr. Rajiv Bindal said that with a view to check anemia disease in women in the state, an action would be initiated. Under this plan, students especially girls of middle school level would be examined after three months period regularly and the girls found anemic would be given proper treatment. He said that along with medical check up, follow up would be done and full computerized data would be kept and both Health and Ayurveda Department with work jointly under this action plan. It would help in improving child and mother mortality death rates. 


Dr. Bindal was presiding over a function organized here today in Bachat Bhawan by Manas Kalyan Multipurpose Society for distribution woolens amongst lepers. He appreciated the society for doing commendable work in brief span of three years. He said that government would provide all possible help and assistance to all such organizations and societies, who are engaged in welfare and social activities. He said that after taking oath, CM Shri PK Dhumal on 1st January, 2008 first of all went to NGO’s- Abhi and UDAAN and gave liberal financial assistance. He also visited Bal Ashram, Tutikandi. 


Health Minister said that State Government in its first cabinet decision, increased the social security pensions from Rs 200 to Rs 300 which itself indicates the priority and commitment of government to this sector. He said that not even a single penny was increased during the tenure of last Congress government. He said that along with government, role of NGO’s was vital in social service sector. He directed the Deputy Commissioner Shimla to ensure proper sanitation in lepers colony at Shimla and also search suitable land for their rehabilitation. He said that the people living at Shimla were cured and disinfected so NGO’s should find suitable works for their proper employment and rehabilitation. Dr. Bindal said that in every Ayurvedic hospital senior citizens above 65 years would be treated in special health clinics on every Tuesday. This facility would be provided at Regional Ayurvedic Hospital Shimla also. He said that CMO office would be shifted from DDU Shimla to enable more space for patient wards and OPD’s. 


He announced Rs. 10,000 financial grant to the society and also distributed the woolens to the lepers. 


Local MLA, Shri Suresh Bhardwaj said that lepers were living at Shimla near Railway Station for past many years and efforts were initiated during his earlier period in 1990 to provide proper housing facility but could no do so due to mid term government dismissal. He said that now fresh initiatives would be taken to solve this problem. He also demanded the shifting of CMO office from DDU hospital and opening of more PHC’s and Ayurveda health institutions as ambulance roads were less in Shimla town. 


Deputy Commissioner Shri J.S Rana said that District Administration would provide all assistance in providing suitable land for lepers colony and would provide toilet facility to the present colony. 


Shri Ganesh Dutt, Patron, Manas Kalyan Multipurpose Society, welcomed while General Secretary M.S Sonia Bhatt Vyas detailed the activities of Society. 


Shri Tarsem Bharti, Chairman, Akhil Bhartiya Jan Jagriti Manch and BJP leader, Shri SN Joshi, retired IAS officer, shri Ajay Shrivastava, Chairman, Society for Disability Rehabilitation Studies, HP Chapter, also spoke. 

Shri H.N0 Kashyap, BJP State Secretary, Smt. Rupa Sharma, Chairperson, BJP Mahila Morcha, retired E-n-C J.R Kainth, Shri Ganga Singh Thakur, former State employees federation Chairman, Councilors and administrative officers were present on the occasion. 

