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Hamirpur, April 18, 2010
Foreign Policy Should be Driven by National Interests: Dhumal
 
India's foreign policy should be driven by national interests. We should keep our all options opened and should not bow down to any outside or internal pressures or influences. We should also operate our foreign policy as per the national interests and convenience as countries like USA, China, Israel etc. do operate. We should ponder over and review our defence and home policies in addition to the foreign policy in order to emerge as a strong and united nation.  

These views were expressed by Chief Minister Prof. Pem Kumar Dhumal while presiding over the seminar organized by the Trigartha Abhyudaya Parishad here at the local Town Hall on the topic ‘Security of India and Foreign Policy’.   
Emphasizing upon the need of a strong India, Prof. Dhumal said we should become so powerful that any anti-national element or country should think twice before leaping any step forward.  Today the country was surrounded by both internal and external threats, we were afraid of taking action against the culprits or enemy and this was jeopardizing our national integrity and unity.  We should dispense with the policy of appeasement and should shed all fears. He stressed upon the teaching of history in such a way as to make the losses to recuperate due to the wrong teaching of facts.  Those who kept interest in history should be knowing about the NAM (Non-Alignment Movement), he said.  Indian foreign policy was designed on the principles of keeping cordial relations with all countries, to settle all the disputes peacefully and respect each others sovereignty. Pt. Nehru and Marshal Tito played a significant role in maintaining peace during the cold war.  India had been the founder member of UNO, G-77, G-15 including SAARC, SAPTA etc. But India could not maintain the recognition gained due to its size and strength. Erstwhile USSR and now Russia, Israel, Afghanistan, France etc. were are good friends, but our immediate neighbour Nepal including the conventional foe Pakistan were under the Chinese influence. Even Bangaldesh was not as cordial as should have been. All this make the review of our foreign policy including home and defence policies. 

The Chief Minister said had we learnt from the mistakes of 1948 and 1962 wars, our communication and transport system should have been at least equivalent to China. But it was unfortunate that even after passing of six decades after Independence, we could not connect Laddakh by rail. Giving the examples of Ex-Prime Minister Atal Biharai Vajpayee, Chief Minister said immediately after taking his office, India conducted five nuclear tests and compelled all the nations to accept the Indian supremacy due to his strong approach. But sometimes the advantages taken in the battlefields were lost by the weak political leadership. He also thanked the Ex-Prime Minister Atal Biharai Vajpayee for making the dream of the Rohtang Tunnel come true. Not only HP but the whole country was going to be benefitted by this tunnel. He advocated a strong network of transport along the Chinese border.             
Renowned historian Ram Singh Thakur, Ex-president of Raashtriya Itihaas Sankalan Yojana Samiti and at present the guide, History Research Institute, Neri spoke at length on the topic ‘Losses caused to the country due to the ignorance of history’. Peeping into the glorious past of India, he detailed about the origin of the Aryan race and the neighbour countries.  Had we learnt from the mistakes done at the time of the invasion of Alexander the great, we could have averted the slavery of foreigners. Similarly we could have avoided the Chinese attack, had we taken lessons from the incursion of 1948 by Pakistani intruders, he added. 

Retired Colonel Ramesh Chand Sharma spoke on the topic ‘India from Strategic Standpoint’ stressed upon the need of a strong India.  
Paramveer Shastri presented the inaugural recitation. 

PC Verma, president of Trigartha Abhyudaya Parishad briefed about the objectives of holding the seminar. 

Narendra Kumar Nanda presented the vote of thanks. 

Among others present on the occasion were Education Minister ID Dhiman, local MLA Urmil Thakur, president of Municipal Committee Deep Kumar Bajaj, Distt. BJP chief Desh Raj Sharma, KCC Bank Chairman Rasil Singh Mankotia, Chairman of Mandi Samiti Pyre Lal Sharma, DC Abhishek Jain, local officers and leaders.  
Earlier the chief Minister visited the home of Ex-Chairman of Consumer Forum Ram Swaroop Sharma and expressed grief over the death of his mother. He also went to the house of Arvind Kumar Angiras and condole the death of his family members recently killed in a car accident near Ambala. He also handed over a chaque of  Rs.21,000/- to him as relief.    

Later he went to the Mattansidh, a religious place in the vicinity of the town, where a wrestling event was being held during a local fair. He said the fairs and festivals were an essential part of social life and had been helping in transference of rich cultural heritage and traditions from generations. He announced cementing of the path to the wrestling arena from the main road. 
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