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ARTC, A RAY OF HOPE FOR AIDS PATIENTS


Recently, the setting up of Anti-Retroviral Therapy Centre (ARTC) under the auspices of the State AIDS Control Society, Shimla  in the premises of the Regional Hospital at Hmairpur has brought new rays of hope in the life of the AIDS patients of the district and the surrounding areas.  This centre is adjacent to the Integrated counseling and Testing Centre (ICTC) and STI being run under the AIDS Control Programme. Free consultancy, all kinds of medicines and tests facilities are being provided to the patients on the production of the treatment card. To and fro bus fare along with one attendant is also reimbursed to the patients. 


This centre was established on June 25 this year. Before creation of this centre, a total number of 469 patients were enrolled on pre ART upto 13 November. Out of this number 220 were male, 207 were female, 32 were male child and 10 were female child. 363 patients have been enrolled on ART upto 13 November, out of which 172 are male, 159 female, 26 male child and six are female child.  Out of 469 patients, 226 belong to Hamirpur district alone, 152 to Kangra, 65 to Una, 19 to Bilaspur, four to Mandi and one to Chamba district.   

CMO Dr. DS Chandel said while giving details of the centre, no doubt, this disease is incuarable, but the treatment can prolong the life span of a patient, if the proper treatment is taken and the patient can be as useful to the society as a normal person.  One nodal officer along with one medical officer, lab attendant, counselor, data manager and staff nurse each have been appointed in the centre.  
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SPORT FESTIVAL OF DIFFERENTLY DISABLED ON NOV. 25


A sports festival of differently disabled people is being organized on November 25 at local GSSS (Boys) at here Hamirpur under the patronage of District Youth and Sport Services office with the collaboration of District Rehabilitation Centre for Physically Challenged. Both female and male youth from the age of 13 to 17 can participate in the festival, which has been divided into five groups.

Giving deatails of the sehedule DYSO MS Bharia said visually impaired could participate in 100mts walk and skipping, hearing impaired in 100mts race and broad jump, physically impaired in 50mts assisted walk and softball throw, mentally challenged in 100mts race and bocci and disabled men and women from 18 to 45 years in 100, 200 and 400 mts race and flat. 
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