Involve Youth in Red Cross Activities : Governor  

Shimla, 4 May:  Shri V.S Kokje, Governor cum Chairman, HP Red Cross Society, emphasized the need to disseminate the activities of Red Cross up to grass root level in the State, especially among youth and children with a view to acquaint them with their moral and social responsibilities. 


Shri Kokje was presiding over the inaugural function of five day Red Cross fair at Padam Dev Complex, Ridge, here today. He said that Red Cross activities should be strengthened in the State in such a way that every deserving person could get benefit on need basis. He suggested that Junior Red Cross branches could be opened in schools and colleges as children and youth could play a vital role in spearheading the Red Cross activities. 


Governor said that Red Cross was an International Voluntary Organization meant for humanitarian services. He said that in the beginning, it took care of people affected by war, but in due course its area of operation was extended to prevention as well as relief of human sufferings during natural havocs and other times. He said that efforts should be made to motivate the people to give liberal donations to Red Cross besides becoming a member of the Society. He called upon the people to come forward and take interest in Red Cross and contribute in social activities. 

Earlier, Shri Kokje also inaugurated the blood donation camp. 


Shri J. S Rana, Deputy Commissioner–cum- Chairman, Shimla District Red Cross Society, in his welcome address said that Shimla Red Cross Society was working for the welfare of poor and needy persons. He said that Red Cross activities were being expanded in the District as it promotes mutual comprehension, friendship and cooperation. DC said that Red Cross was providing free medical facility to IRDP and BPL persons. 


Smt. Priyanka Basu, Additional Commissioner, while delivering vote of thanks, said that a special campaign had been started at District and Sub Division level to increase the membership of Red Cross Society. He thanked various Departments, NGO’s, Banks and schools for their valuable contribution in organizing this fair. 


Magic show, Baby show, Dog show, eatable stalls, colourful cultural programme by JNV Theog, Sacred Heart Convent School Dhalli, Yog demonstration and painting competition for school children were the main attractions of the day.


Smt. Leena Kokje, Lady Governor cum Chairperson, Red Cross Hospital Welfare Society, Dr Rajiv Bindal, Health Minister, Smt. Malika Nadda, Executive member, Red Cross Society, Smt. Vimla Kashyap, National BJP Executive member, Smt. Roopa Sharma, State BJP Mahila Morcha President, Shri Ganesh Dutt, Shimla District BJP President, Shri Madan Sharma, BJP Mandal President, Shri J.P Singh, Secretary to Governor, Shri Amitabh Awasthi, Commissioner, MC Shimla, Shri Vikas Labroo, ADM Shimla and office bearers of red Cross Society were also present on the occasion. 

