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CM REVIEWS PREPARATIONS FOR AAM AADMI BIMA YOJNA LAUNCH

Shri Virbhadra Singh, Chief Minister, took stock of the preparations being made by the state government for the launching of the Aam Aadmi Bima Yojna by Shri P.Chidambaram, Union Finance Minister on the Gandhi Jayanti day at The Ridge, here on 2nd October, 2007 and presided over the high level meeting of the state government officers and LIC of India here today.

Chief Minister said that Shri P.Chidambaram, Union Finance Minister, would be launching the Aam Aadmi Bima Yojna for the nation from historical Ridge Maidan on 2nd October, the birth day of the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, providing insurance cover to the common man.  He said that the Gandhi Jayanti was the most appropriate day to launch such an important programme of the UPA Government to be implemented by the Life Insurance Corporation of India in association with the respective state governments.  He said that it would be a step towards accelerating the pace of poverty alleviation programme which had been the dream of the Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi who had dedicated his life for the upliftment of the poor, under privileged and down trodden in the society.  He said that the state government would be contributing towards the common man insurance programme and bring maximum number of eligible persons under the cover of the insurance scheme.

Shri Virbhadra Singh directed the authorities to ensure that best arrangements were made for the people attending the launching ceremony.  He said that  best efforts would be made to create awareness amongst the masses about the benefits of the scheme so that the targeted group was benefitted.  He said that the scheme would go a long way in facilitating the poor and under privileged most who had meager sources of income for their sustenance.  He said that all the concerned departments would work in close coordination to make the programme a grand success.  Later he also visited the venue of the function and took stock of the preparations made for the launching of the ambitious programme, discussed with the senior officers and issued necessary directions.  

Shri T.G.Negi, Principal Secretary to the Chief Minister, Shri V.C.Pharka, Principal Secretary GAD, Dr. Arvind Mehta, Secretary Finance, Shri Tarun Kapoor, Deputy Commissioner, Shimla, Shri A.P.Singh, Superintendant of Police, Shimla, and senior officers of the Life Insurance of India attended the meeting.
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Shri Virbhadra Singh, Chief Minister, shall visit Washington and New York between October 7 to 12, 2007 to attend meetings arranged by the Union Ministry of Finance with the World Bank top executives for discussion over more World Bank  financed projects for the state.  State has been getting World Bank developmental loans in the form of 90 percent grant through the Government of India which have been of immensely beneficial to the state.
Recently, in August, 2007, Government of India signed a US$ 220 million State Road Project for the state with the World Bank for upgradation of 447 kms. of road and maintenance of 2,000 kms. state roads,  besides feasibility survey to construct 6 tunnels, at a cost of Rs. 500 crore, has also been conducted. Other feasibility studies for upgradation of 375 kms. of additional road, involving cost of US$ 412 million, has also been completed to match World Bank standards.  The high level delegation headed by Shri Virbhadra Singh, Chief Minister, shall be taking up all such proposals with the World Bank.
The World Bank has also approved US$ 200 million Development Policy Loan for Himachal, for which technical details shall also be discussed by the delegation for expediting the signing of agreement besides discussing future funding proposals for the state.
The Bank has accorded approval for US$ 400 million assistance for the Rampur Hydro Power Project and indicated financial support for Luhri Hydro Electric Project, worth US$ 650 million, through Special Purpose Vehicle of Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam Limited and Government of Himachal Pradesh.
State Government is keen to procure  liberal World Bank funds for execution of remaining hydel potential, such as Khab and Sawra-Kuddu, while Bank will be pursued to fund the transmission and distribution strengthening system as well. Possibilities would also be explored for procurement of funds for health, education, irrigation and water supply projects by the Bank.
The World Bank has agreed in principal to fund a Special Study in the state to prepare an Environment Master Plan, especially for catchment areas of the five river basins, which has been viewed very important by the World Bank and Government of Himachal Pradesh, and would be mitigating the adverse environmental impacts of the on-going accelerated programme for development of the full identified 21,000 MW hydel potential. 
Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance, Government of India, has suggested the delegation to pursue foreign investors at New York to attract foreign investment in hydro power, tourism, pharma, information technology/IT/BT and other enabled services in  the state on its return journey.  
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H.P.CABINET DECISIONS
The Himachal Pradesh Cabinet in its meeting held here today decided to introduce the National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme with effect from 10th October, 2007 in remaining eight districts of the state viz. Shimla, Solan, Bilaspur, Hamirpur, Una, Kullu, Kinnaur, Lahaul and Spiti  providing 100 days assured employment to the job card holders of the districts. The Scheme is already under implementation in Sirmour, Chamba, Kangra and Mandi districts. It sanctioned 1,456 posts of different categories in various departments of the state government.
Shri Virbhadra Singh, Chief Minister, presided over the meeting.

Approved Draft Guidelines for issuance of Essentiality Guidelines for land transfer for regulation of hotel construction in the state. 
Cabinet decided not to retrench the work force under  HP State Social Welfare Board and HP State Council for Child Welfare  projects and absorb them all in the various government departments and deputy commissioner offices.  It sanctioned 128 (class III) posts in State Social Welfare Board and HP State Council for Child Welfare besides 50 posts of Balwari Teachers.
Approved establishment of 3 permanent Lok Adalats under Section 22-B of the Legal Services Authorities (Amendment) Act, 2002 with a view to settle the minor service related cases like electricity, water etc..
Approved extension of validity period of MOU signed between Government of Himachal Pradesh and M/S India Cements Limited for setting up of Cement Plant based on Gumma-Rohana Limestone Deposits in Tehsil Chopal for one year subject to further extension.
It approved an annual income of Rs. 12,000 to qualify for ‘Low Income Certificate.’
It sanctioned one Industrial Training Institute in Chintpurni constituency of district Una alongwith 9 posts to initially with 3 trades.
It accorded sanction for creation and filling up of  300 posts of assistant librarians in Higher Education Department; 162 posts of different categories for Indira Gandhi Medical College to meet the additional requirement due to increase in bed capacity from 500 to 765;  284 posts of different categories for Dr. Rajendra Prasad Government Medical College, Kangra at Tanda to make the same functional on priority; 294 posts of teaching and non-teaching categories for the newly upgraded 14 government senior secondary schools;  41 posts of patwaris in Settlement Division, Kangra out of the eligible and senior most casual patwaris working in the 
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same division; upgradation of 27 posts of junior engineer to assistant engineers by abolishing the equal number of posts of junior engineers in the Irrigation and Public 
Health Department; 16 posts of various categories for newly created Sub Division (Civil) at Padhar (Mandi); 13 posts of assistant engineers (Civil) in the Irrigation and Public Health Department; 13 posts of different categories for the execution of the  Balh Valley Medium Irrigation Project in district Mandi; one post of personal assistant and one post of clerk on contract, 39 promotional posts of clerks from amongst the eligible class IV employees in HP Secretariat in relaxation of the Recruitment and Promotion Rules in addition to 2 posts of clerks in compliance to the directions of the Hon’ble High Court; one post of District Welfare-cum-Probation Officer in Social Justice and Empowerment Department; 47 posts of operational, functional and supporting staff and 6 helpers for HP State Pollution Control Board; 8 posts of principal (college cadre); regularization of 13 contractual employees in the Technical Education, Vocational and Industrial Training Department.
 It decided to impose licence fee on imported beer, wine and cider.  Imported Beer having V.V. upto 5 percent, Rs. 4.67 per bottle of 650 mls; V.V. exceeding  5 percent but not more than 8.25 percent to be charged at Rs. 7.67 per bottle of 650 mls; imported wine with alcoholic contents upto 20 percent to be charged at Re. 1 per bottle and above 20 but less than 30 percent at Rs. 1.50 per bottle. 
It approved amendment in the HP Medical Education Service Rules, 1999 to include teaching experience of registrar for the promotion/recruitment of Associate Professor in failing which clause in existing Recruitment and Promotion Rules; Recruitment and Promotion Rules of District Welfare Officer in compliance to the orders of the Hon’ble Tribunal.
It also approved Recruitment and Promotion Rules for the posts of  Deputy Director/Chief Medical Officer/Medical Superintendent/Principal (Training)  from the feeder category of Block Medical Officers in the department of Health and Family Welfare.  It sanctioned 5 bolero jeeps for Animal Husbandry Department, one bolero for Sub Divisional Officer (Civil), Chopal.
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CM TO MEET WORLD BANK TOP EXECUTIVE IN WASHINGTON

AND PURSUE FOREIGN INVESORS  IN NEW YORK

Shri Virbhadra Singh, Chief Minister, will be visiting Washington and New York between 7th to 12th October, 2007.  In view of the growing financial collaboration between Government of Himachal Pradesh and the World Bank, the Union Ministry of Finance has facilitated meetings of the Chief Minister with the top executives of the World Bank, to discuss on-going World Bank assisted projects in Himachal Pradesh, as well as project appraisals which are in the pipe-line.  World Bank loans have proved very beneficial to Himachal Pradesh Government, since they come in the form of 90 percent grant through Government of India.
Feasibility studies have been got completed by the Public Works Department for an additional project proposal of US$ 412 million.  The delegation shall be discussing the possibility of pursuing this project proposal for additional World Bank funding, under Phase-II of a World Bank assisted State Road Project.

The Development Policy Loan for Himachal Pradesh of US$ 200 million has also been recently approved by the World Bank Board. The delegation headed by the Chief Minister shall be discussing the details, so as to expedite the formal project signing agreement of the loan.  Discussions shall also take place regarding future possible loan tranche under the Development Policy Loan programme, for acceleration of the developmental process of Himachal Pradesh.

The Indian Embassy in Washington and New York shall also be using the opportunity of the visit to organize meetings with the foreign investors.
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CM PERFORMS NAVRATRA ‘POOJA’
Shri Virbhadra Singh, Chief Minister, accompanied by Smt. Pratibha Singh, MP Lok Sabha from Mandi Parliamentary Constituency performed the ‘Navratra Pooja’ organized by the HP Secretariat Drivers Association here today.
Shri Dinesh Malhotra, Director of Information and Public Relations and Shri B.D.Sharma, President of the HP Secretariat Drivers Association welcomed the Chief Minister.
Shri B.B.L.Butail, Political Advisor to the Chief Minister, Shri Jagjivan Pal and Shri Sudhir Sharma, MLAs were also present among others on the occasion.
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STATE GOVERNMENT RECEIVES ENQUIRY REPORT 
The Justice (Rtd.) O.P.Garg, One-Man Enquiry Committee, notified by the State Government by way of Notification No. Home (A)E(3)-61/07 dated 20th August, 2007, in pursuance to the orders dated 17th August, 2007, passed by the Hon’ble High Court of Himachal Pradesh, in CWP No. 1169/2007, titled “Vijay Kumar Vs State of HP and Others”, has submitted its Report, which has been received by the Government, on 16 October, 2007.
  The Hon’ble Committee has concluded that innocence of Shri G.S.Bali in the Birthday Party Episode is fully established and from no angle, whatsoever, his conduct can be stated to be blameworthy.
 The Report was placed before the Cabinet today which accepted the same to  the aforesaid extent.
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DEVOTIONAL VALUES MUST FOR SUCCESSFUL LIFE:CM
Shri Virbhadra Singh, Chief Minister, said that devotional values were required to be incorporated into one’s life to achieve success.  This was stated by him while addressing the devotees of the Vishwa Jagriti Manch assembled to listen to the sermons being delivered by Shri Sudhanshu Ji Maharaj here today.
Chief Minister said that India happens to be the land of a number of religions and faiths which originated here and made its impact felt the world over.  He said that the nation had rich cultural heritage and known as divine land since devotees from all walks of life and faiths coexist in a most amicable atmosphere.  He said that the country being biggest democracy had the communally harmonious environment and religious freedom being exercised by people in the right earnest.  
Shri Virbhadra Singh said that every religion has been preaching good moral values, love towards all living beings, old, poor and under privileged sections of the society, nationalism and patriotism being vital ingredients of the same.  He said that all such values were required to be incorporated into the practical life to make the same successful.  He said that the nation is renowned centre of spiritual learning since saints and sages were born here who preached the divinity the world over and helped in making the planet a place worth living.
Chief Minister said that in the modern trend of materialistic approach the divinity was getting lesser attention and the young generation was least concerned about spirituality.  He said that such values needed to be incorporated into the lives of the young people at their very adolescent age so that they could emerge the ambassadors of the rich culture, traditions, customs and civilization of the country.  He said that the preachers like Shri Sudhashu Ji Maharaj were the source of inspiration to the rest of the devotees and ambassadors of the rich cultural heritage of the country.
Shri Dhani Ram Shandil, MP, Shri Thakaur Singh Bharmouri, Shri Jagat Singh Negi, Shri Surender Kaku, Shri Bodh Raj and Shri Raghbir Thakur, MLAs, were also present on the occasion.
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C.M. ATTENDS THE FUNERAL OF LATE SHRI KARAM SINGH
Shri Virbhadra Singh, Chief Minister, accompanied by his cabinet colleagues and MLAs attended the funeral of former Finance and PWD Minister late Shri Karam Singh Thakur, who breathed his last yesterday evening and was cremated at his native village Kutahachi in Nachan Assembly Segment of district Mandi after prolonged illness. 
Chief Minister said that late Shri Karam Singh Thakur was a veteran freedom fighter and dedicated Congressman who devoted his entire life for the development of the State and upliftment of the down trodden. He said that the State had lost a very senior politician with Gandhian ideology and his contributions towards the State would be remembered for years to come. 
Later, Chief Minister also visited the family of late Smt. Shanta Kumari wife of late Shri Kashmir Singh, a prominent citizen of Mandi town who had expired two days ago after illness. 
Shri Virbhadra Singh expressed his condolences to the bereaved families and prayed to the Almighty to give strength to them in this hour of distress. He also prayed for the peace of the departed souls. 
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CM PAYS FLORAL TRIBUTES TO SMT. INDIRA GANDHI
Former Prime Minister, Smt. Indira Gandhi, was paid floral tributes on her 23rd ‘Martyrdom Day’ by the state as Shri Virbhadra Singh, Chief Minister, his cabinet colleagues, members of the Legislative Assembly and prominent people of the town paid their rich floral tributes to her by laying wreath and garlands at her statue on the historical Ridge maidan here today.
Devotional and patriotic songs were sung besides taking out ‘Prabhat Pheries’ at different places all over the state lead by prominent politicians and senior citizens in the wee hours of the morning.  
Chief Minister also administered pledge of ‘National Integration’ to all the people assembled to pay floral tributes to the former Prime Minster late Smt. Indira Gandhi.

Smt. Vidya Stokes, Power Minister, Shri Harbhajan Singh Bhajji, MLA, Shri Narender Kataria, Mayor, Municipal Corporation, Shimla, Shri Harish Janartha, Deputy Mayor, Councillors, Shri Adarsh Sood, Shri Shounkia Ram Kashyap, former MLAs, Shri Susheel Rattan, Vice Chairman, Freedom Fighters Welfare Board, Shri Chet Ram Thakur, Chairman, MILKFED, Shri Pratap Chauhan, Chairman, HIMFED, Smt. Jainy Prem, former Mayor and other prominent people, school children were present among others.
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OBC COMMISSION PRESENTS REPORT TO GOVERNMENT
Retired Justice Shri K.C.Sood, Chairman, State Commission for Other Backward Classes, accompanied by other members presented its Reports to the Government of Himachal Pradesh by presenting the copies to Shri Virbhadra Singh, Chief Minister, here today.
Shri Virbhadra Singh thanked the Commission for preparation of the reports and said that the Reports submitted by the Commission would be examined by the Government and appropriate action taken on the recommendations made by them.
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