  :-12.85 CRORE, “BRGF” YOJNA FOR CHAMBA. SPEAKER:-.
Chamba, 16-February


To redress regional imbalances in development, the central Government has given a nod to 12.85 crore Backward Region Grant Fund (BRGF) scheme for the district.


Speaker, Vidhan sabha, Tulsi Ram disclosed this while presiding over the first meeting of BRGF at bachat bhawan here today.


He said that the objective of BRGF is to provide overall equal development and professional support to local bodies for planning and implementing various development activities in their respective areas. The speakers said that along with mitigating regional imbalances BRGF would contribute towards poverty alleviation in backward districts of the State and would promote accountable and responsive development in municipalities and panchayats and the fund released under BRGF would be handy in filling critical gaps vital for development.

Tulsi Ram said that all the panchayats in the district should get equal share of development. He said that the proposal of development of various blocks of the district is being sent to the central government for final approval soon. Adding further that all the panchayats should sent their proposals of development under BRGF to the office of Deputy Commissioner within a fortnight so that the same delivered to central government for  final approval and release of funds.
THE Speaker said that unlike Rashtriya Sam Vikas Yojna (RSVY), the BRGF extends to the entire district, including tribal areas too which was left out under RSVY.  He stressed the need for quality work in the district under BRGF.

MLA Bhattiyat, Sh. Kuldeep Singh Pathania said that before carrying out any development activities under this scheme the availability of land and the expenditure to be incurred on labour should also be incorporated. He said that the recent hike in the wages of the labourers in the State is likely to increase the expenditure on development works under BRGF; therefore it is necessary that these two components should be kept in mind while executing the works.


MLA Chamba, B.K.Chauhan craved that before finalizing the schemes under BRGF the criteria should not only be the population but the area should also be accounted for carrying out the developments activities.


He said that proper social auditing of the completed works should be carried out before submitting the utilization certificates.


Prior to this Deputy commissioner Chamba, Manish Garg welcomed the chief guest and briefed him regarding the new scheme which is being introduced in two districts if the state viz: Chamba and Sirmour.


Amongst those present in the meeting were MLA Rajnagar Surinder Bhardwaj, Chairman Zila Parishad, Tilak Raj, Resident Commissioner Bharmour, N.K.Lath, ADM Chamba, Gopal Sharma, and various heads of the Departments of the district.


   == Mahesh Pathania, DPRO, Chamba==
