.
Bharmour had more than 69 percent turn-out.
BHARMOUR, NOVEMBER 14
The electors turn-out in the Bharmour tribal assembly constituency in Chamba district of Himachal Pradesh had been recorded more than 69 percent in the assembly elections held today.
The Returning Officer for Bharmour tribal constituency N. K. Lath said here this evening that the poll process in the entire Bharmour assembly constituency including its isolated part of Pangi tribal sub-division went smooth and peaceful and as such almost most of the polling parties had arrived,

The poll parties from the far-flung polling booths had started moving alongwith the electronic voting machines (EVMs) and other election material accompanied by security personnel and were expected to arrive by late night, the Returning Officer further said.
The Returning Officer said that Baanjal polling station in Bharmour tribal sub-division had the highest of 88 percent poll; adding that out of 285 electors, 250 voters had cast their votes.  He said that Pangi having 32 poling booths had 76.36 percent while Bharmour having 72 polling booths had 62 percent polling.
In Bharmour tribal assembly constituency, Praghwal polling station in the Pangi tribal sub-division which is a part of the Bharmour tribal assembly segment had the highest polling of 86 percent while Seri Karuni and Rei polling stations had minimum of 41 percent of polling.
It was for the first time in the history of the state that the elections to the tribal assembly constituencies of Bharmour, Kinnour and Lahaul-Spiti were held ahead of the schedule fixed for 65 assembly constituencies. Earlier the elections to the tribal constituencies were usually held after the poll of 65 assembly segments mostly in the summer months of May or June. 

However, much enthusiasm was seen amongst the women who outnumbered men in exercising their franchise. 

The polling in the wee hours started at a very low key due to intense dry cold weather but intensely picked up as the sun brightened up the tribal belts of Himachal Pradesh.
Women in their in their colorful attires were mostly seen in all the polling booths of Bharmour and Pangi areas of Bharmour tribal assembly segment.

Dumsa Ram, 108-year-old who cast his vote at the Sanchuin polling station of Bharmour area said: “I feel proud that my vote is so valuable that it would prove be a deciding factor for the fortune of the contestants”. 

A woman Gudo Devi aged 98-years of the same polling station asserted: “No one can ignore and suppress our right to franchise and it is an example for the generations to come that age is no bar in democratic set-up provided one should have a right to choose the right candidate. Moreover, the women played a vital role in forming the government”.  



==Mahesh Pathania, DPRO, Chamba, Distt Chamba (HP)==
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