	[image: image1.jpg]Jd6il Qo Giel Aduch fcidiror, fBdaract ucer







Sr.No.98              Dated Hamirpur December 25, 09

Government committed to chisel  genius: CM

In an attempt to chisel the creativity and genius of the youth in the State, the Government was striving hard to provide basic and modern sports infrastructure. The youth should refrain themselves from involving in intoxicating activites and instead of taking sedative substances, should use their precious time in capacity building. Dedication of the newly constructed cricket stadium built by the Himachal Pradesh Cricket Association on the name of former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee at Amtar had added a new chapter in the development of sports history in the State.   
This was stated by Chief Minister Prof. Prem Kumar Dhumal here at Amtar near Nadaun after dedicating the Atal Bihari Vajpayee Cricket Stadium built at a cost of Rs.5 (five) crore under the auspices of HPCA. This stadium has been completed within a record time of eight months and is the first stadium in the state in the series of such proposed 12 cricket stadia. Sprawled on an area of 117 kanal, this stadium can house more than three thousand people at present and this capacity will be increased in future.  
Lauding the efforts of the former Prime Minister in connecting the remote and far-flung rural areas of the country, the Chief Minister said Atal Biahri Vajpayee launched the ambitious Pradhanmantri Gram Sadak Yojna (PMGSY) at a cost of Rs.60,000 crore to make the dream of the Father of the Nation come true as the real India lived in the villages. Giving due respect to the services rendered by the former Prime Minister, the State Governemnt had named the Manali based Mountaineering and Allied Sports Insitute after the name of Atal Bihari Vajpayee. The State Govt. had also commenced a new Electricity Saving Scheme after his name and had been able to save crore of rupees and help in conserving the environment. Under this scheme four CFL bulbs were provided to all the domestic consumers in the State. The State Government had also started the Atal Awas Yojna. 

Taking the previous Congress regime for task, Prof. Dhumal said it made every effort to hijack the HPCA and other sports federatons in the State. The present Government after it came to power, annulled the act passed by the previous Congress regime, which was aimed at capturing the HPCA and other sports federatons in the State.
Congratulating the people of the State on the eve of Christmas and new year, Chief Minister said the newly built Stadium at Amtar would usher in a new era in the development of Nadaun Town and give it a new indentity at national level. It would also help in organizing national level sports at Amtar. The State Govt. had also taken steps to initiate water sports activities in the Beas river at Nadaun. Under PYKKA, for the construction of sports ground in every gram panchayat and block level, the State Government had been providing rupees one lakh and five lakhs respectively. Stadia at district level were also being constructed. Citing the example of the three gold medals won by the state girls at the All India Women Sports Meet at Hamirpur, he said provision of facilities could only make the difference.    

Speaking on the occasion MP and president of HPCA Anurag Thakur said that the HPCA had a vision of making stadium in every district of the State to carve the available rural brilliance. The newly constructed cricket stadium at Amtar would marshal a new beginning. HPCA had decided to make such stadium in every district of the State in the coming four years, where all sports facilities would be made available, but the co-operation of every sports federation was  needed for the realization of this vision. The State Government had provided land for the construction of stadia in Una and Shimla district and these stadia would be ready for use by next year. The stadium at Bilaspur would soon be dedicated.
MP said the stadium built at Dharamshala at a cost of Rs. 50 crore had helped in giving a special status to the town and host two IPL matches featuring team like Deccan Charges and Channai Super Kings. It was due to the efforts of the State Olympic Federation that the State would soon host the first national indoor tournament.  

Earlier the senior vice-president of HPCA Prof. RS Kapoor welcomed the chief guest while PRO Sanjay Sharma presented the vote of thanks.

MLA of Nadaunta Baldev Sharma, former MP and vice-president of HPCA Kripal Parmar, Secretary Prem Thakur, Rasil Singh Mankotia, Chairman of KCCB, Pyare Lal Sharma, chairman of Marketing Board, Arun Dhumal, DC Abhishek Jain, SP Aasif Jalal, BJP leaders Kamlesh Parmar, Vijay Agnihotri, Sarla Dogra, Veena Sharma, Vinod Thakur, Anil Thakur, Virendera Thakur and Aadadrsh Kant were among others present on te occasion.
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