PRESS NOTE
.  

Una, November 9: Chief Minister Prem Kumar Dhumal today announced that the state government would make an appropriate law to deal with instances of medical doctors being manhandled and their private infrastructure being damaged by relatives of patients. 

Speaking on the occasion of the third Annual Conference of the state chapter of Indian Medical Association (IMA) here today, he said cases of public ire against doctors was on the rise and a law needed to be made to protect them. He however said, if a patient suffers because of the negligence of the doctor, the latter will have to face the legal consequences, but if the patient dies despite the best efforts of the doctor, the government will ensure that the latter gets due protection for his life and property. 

The Chief Minister said a Medical Advisory Council would be formed to advise the government on bettering the health services and the state of health infrastructure in the state. He directed Health Minister Dr Rajiv Bindal to ensure that the process of formation of the Council was expedited. He said, this was necessitated because the state was a leader in the country in education and health care services. 

Dhumal said a medical college in the government sector would be set up in Mandi district. While the Employee’s Service Institute (ESI) would be setting up the college, some eminent doctors of the state, working in other parts of the country and abroad have also expressed their desire to form a Trust to start a medical college in the state. He invited them to begin their activities and assured all possible assistance from the state government.

The Chief Minister lauded the role of the IMA in rendering its services to the people of the country. He said, with a membership of over 1.75 lakhs, the IMA was the biggest Non Governmental Organisation in the country. He also honoured some eminent doctors of Himachal Pradesh, who were providing super specialty services at the PGI Chandigarh or other good hospitals in the neighbouring states. He appreciated the fact that these doctors were rendering services at concessional rates to people from Himachal Pradesh. 

The Una branch of the IMA presented a cheque amounting to rupees one lakh to the Chief Minister towards the CM relief fund. Health Minister Dr Rajiv Bindal, MLAs Satpal Singh, Virender Kanwar, Balbir Chaudhary, IMA Joint Secretary Dr Dharam Parkash, State IMA President Dr SP Khera, Secretary Dr Atul Mahajan and President Elect Dr SK Nanda were also present. 

 Earlier, The teaching and non-teaching staff association of he government Post Graduate college, Una presented a cheque amounting to rupees 43,500 to the Chief Minister towards the CM relief fund. College Principal KS Kanwar said the staff had donated one day’s salary towards the fund. 
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