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H.P.CABINET DECISIONS

The Himachal Pradesh Cabinet in its meeting held here today decided to introduce the National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme with effect from 10th October, 2007 in remaining eight districts of the state viz. Shimla, Solan, Bilaspur, Hamirpur, Una, Kullu, Kinnaur, Lahaul and Spiti  providing 100 days assured employment to the job card holders of the districts. The Scheme is already under implementation in Sirmour, Chamba, Kangra and Mandi districts. It sanctioned 1,456 posts of different categories in various departments of the state government.

Shri Virbhadra Singh, Chief Minister, presided over the meeting.

Approved Draft Guidelines for issuance of Essentiality Guidelines for land transfer for regulation of hotel construction in the state. 

Cabinet decided not to retrench the work force under  HP State Social Welfare Board and HP State Council for Child Welfare  projects and absorb them all in the various government departments and deputy commissioner offices.  It sanctioned 128 (class III) posts in State Social Welfare Board and HP State Council for Child Welfare besides 50 posts of Balwari Teachers.

Approved establishment of 3 permanent Lok Adalats under Section 22-B of the Legal Services Authorities (Amendment) Act, 2002 with a view to settle the minor service related cases like electricity, water etc..

Approved extension of validity period of MOU signed between Government of Himachal Pradesh and M/S India Cements Limited for setting up of Cement Plant based on Gumma-Rohana Limestone Deposits in Tehsil Chopal for one year subject to further extension.

It approved an annual income of Rs. 12,000 to qualify for ‘Low Income Certificate.’

It sanctioned one Industrial Training Institute in Chintpurni constituency of district Una alongwith 9 posts to initially with 3 trades.

It accorded sanction for creation and filling up of  300 posts of assistant librarians in Higher Education Department; 162 posts of different categories for Indira Gandhi Medical College to meet the additional requirement due to increase in bed capacity from 500 to 765;  284 posts of different categories for Dr. Rajendra Prasad Government Medical College, Kangra at Tanda to make the same functional on priority; 294 posts of teaching and non-teaching categories for the newly upgraded 14 government senior secondary schools;  41 posts of patwaris in Settlement Division, Kangra out of the eligible and senior most casual patwaris working in the 
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same division; upgradation of 27 posts of junior engineer to assistant engineers by abolishing the equal number of posts of junior engineers in the Irrigation and Public 

Health Department; 16 posts of various categories for newly created Sub Division (Civil) at Padhar (Mandi); 13 posts of assistant engineers (Civil) in the Irrigation and Public Health Department; 13 posts of different categories for the execution of the  Balh Valley Medium Irrigation Project in district Mandi; one post of personal assistant and one post of clerk on contract, 39 promotional posts of clerks from amongst the eligible class IV employees in HP Secretariat in relaxation of the Recruitment and Promotion Rules in addition to 2 posts of clerks in compliance to the directions of the Hon’ble High Court; one post of District Welfare-cum-Probation Officer in Social Justice and Empowerment Department; 47 posts of operational, functional and supporting staff and 6 helpers for HP State Pollution Control Board; 8 posts of principal (college cadre); regularization of 13 contractual employees in the Technical Education, Vocational and Industrial Training Department.

 It decided to impose licence fee on imported beer, wine and cider.  Imported Beer having V.V. upto 5 percent, Rs. 4.67 per bottle of 650 mls; V.V. exceeding  5 percent but not more than 8.25 percent to be charged at Rs. 7.67 per bottle of 650 mls; imported wine with alcoholic contents upto 20 percent to be charged at Re. 1 per bottle and above 20 but less than 30 percent at Rs. 1.50 per bottle. 

It approved amendment in the HP Medical Education Service Rules, 1999 to include teaching experience of registrar for the promotion/recruitment of Associate Professor in failing which clause in existing Recruitment and Promotion Rules; Recruitment and Promotion Rules of District Welfare Officer in compliance to the orders of the Hon’ble Tribunal.

It also approved Recruitment and Promotion Rules for the posts of  Deputy Director/Chief Medical Officer/Medical Superintendent/Principal (Training)  from the feeder category of Block Medical Officers in the department of Health and Family Welfare.  It sanctioned 5 bolero jeeps for Animal Husbandry Department, one bolero for Sub Divisional Officer (Civil), Chopal.
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CM TO MEET WORLD BANK TOP EXECUTIVE IN WASHINGTON

AND PURSUE FOREIGN INVESORS  IN NEW YORK

Shri Virbhadra Singh, Chief Minister, will be visiting Washington and New York between 7th to 12th October, 2007.  In view of the growing financial collaboration between Government of Himachal Pradesh and the World Bank, the Union Ministry of Finance has facilitated meetings of the Chief Minister with the top executives of the World Bank, to discuss on-going World Bank assisted projects in Himachal Pradesh, as well as project appraisals which are in the pipe-line.  World Bank loans have proved very beneficial to Himachal Pradesh Government, since they come in the form of 90 percent grant through Government of India.

Feasibility studies have been got completed by the Public Works Department for an additional project proposal of US$ 412 million.  The delegation shall be discussing the possibility of pursuing this project proposal for additional World Bank funding, under Phase-II of a World Bank assisted State Road Project.

The Development Policy Loan for Himachal Pradesh of US$ 200 million has also been recently approved by the World Bank Board. The delegation headed by the Chief Minister shall be discussing the details, so as to expedite the formal project signing agreement of the loan.  Discussions shall also take place regarding future possible loan tranche under the Development Policy Loan programme, for acceleration of the developmental process of Himachal Pradesh.

The Indian Embassy in Washington and New York shall also be using the opportunity of the visit to organize meetings with the foreign investors.
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