Fifty thousand take dip in Manimahesh Lake today, on Janamashthmi
CHAMBA, SEPTEMBER 2

Over fifty thousand pilgrims and devotees of Lord Shiva hailing from within and outside Himachal Pradesh had a holy dip in the sacred Manimahesh Lake (4170 metres) and had vision of Kailash Mount (5858 metres) the abode of Lord Shiva on the occasion of Krishna Janamashthmi today. 

During the month-long Manimahesh pilgrimage which officially commenced from August 20, nearly 1.5 lakh pilgrims including tourists have so far taken bath in the icy cold waters of the holy lake. 

The Deputy Commissioner of Chamba Devesh Kumar said here today that  a huge crowd of pilgrims had been making a beeline en route Manimahesh to have their holy bath as the pilgrimage would conclude on September 15, the auspicious occasion of Radhashthmi. The figure of pilgrims thronging from Himachal Pradesh and neighbouring states was expected to go in lakhs.
DC said that over two hundred police personnel were working day and night for the facility of pilgrims and helping the tourists for the regulation of vehicular traffic at on the roadside from Rakh to Hadsar. 

DC who took stock of the situation of the ongoing pilgrimage today informed that the parking arrangements of about 1500 vehicles carrying pilgrims from the neighbouring states which had arrived in the mountainous region of Bharmour in Chamba district had been made on the highway side parking-lots.
DC said that sulabh international, an NGO was  already on its job of sanitation; appealing the pilgrims to help keeping environment clean on the virgin hillslopes of sacred Manimahesh lake so that the Manimahesh nala, Budhil river a tributary of the river Ravi might not be contaminated.

The officials of the state government were on their toes to provide all possible help and facilities to the pilgrims and tourists visiting the Manimahesh Lake, DC said.

‘The langar organizers who were not adhering to the norms of cleanliness had been advised to take care of the sanitation so that the environment on the itinerary of Manimahesh could remain pollution-free”, DC further said.
