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Gram Panchayats to have Disaster Management Committees


District Administration has started an exercise to constitute Disaster Management Committees at Panchayat level and to train the members of these committees.  These committees will immediately respond in the event of any disaster at local level.  These committees will be a replica of the District Disaster Management Authority.  Such committees will also be set up at Sub-Division and Tehsil level.


 District Disaster Management Authorities have been established in all districts of Himachal by the State Govt. under the Disaster Management Act, 2005 of the Central Government.  This authority will be constituted under the Deputy Commissioner, Chairperson Ex-officio and include SP, CMO, SEs of PWD, I&PH and Electricity and Chairperson of the Zila Parishad as member.



District Disaster Management Authority will work for prevention of danger of threat of any disaster, mitigation or reduction of any disaster or its severity, capacity building, preparedness to deal with any disaster, prompt response to any threatening  disaster situation, assessing the severity of any disaster, evacuation, rescue and relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction.   


After identification of the possible disasters, the District Disaster Management Authority has constituted Search and Rescue, Medical, Infrastructure, Logistics and Communication Committees  at the district level.  Mitigation Committee has also been constituted to reduce the risk, impact or effects of a disaster situation.  A Rehabilitation Committee has also been set up to ensure rehabilitation of the affected persons.   


Earthquake, flood and flash-flood, drought, landslides and landslips, forest fire, accidents of all sorts, epidemic, pandemic and civil strife have been identified as possible disasters.  Keeping in view the topography and population of the district, the Infrastructure Committee will work separately at Palampur and Nurpur.  Concerned SE of PWD will enlist the heavy and light machinery and submit this list to the District Disaster Management Authority.   Concerned SEs of IPH and Electricity Board will also assist the committee.  


In addition to the District Level Medical Committee, such committees will be constituted at Baijnath, Palampur, Kangra, Dehra and Nurpur health Sub-Divisions under concerned SMOs.  District Red Cross Socierty, District Ayurvedic Officer and Principal of Tanda Medical College will also assist the Medical Committee.  Search and Rescue Committee will include district police, 2nd IRB, Sakoh, PTC, Daroh, Home Guards, Mountaineering and Water Sports Centres. In addition this committee will be assisted by SSB, Sapri, Dharamshala Cantt and 9 Corps.  



Logistics Committee will ensure transport, vehicles, food-grains, timber and other equipments.  This committee will be constituted by RTO, DM, HRTC, DFSC, Director of Forest Corporation, DRO, XEN, PWD (Mech) and 2nd IRB.  Communication Committee will include Police, BSNL, DIO and SSPO.  


Mitigation Committee will work to reduce the risk of any disaster or its severity or consequences.  This committee will include SE, PWD (Design), Town Planner, MEs, XENs of Rural Development and Himuda, DE (Land Conservation) and Forest Department and work to ensure implementation of National Building Code in addition to retrofitting of existing buildings and afforestation in the endangered areas.   


PWD, IPH, Electricity, DRDA, Health, Agriculture, Horticulture and Welfare Departments, all financial institutions and Red Cross Society will work in Rehabilitation Committee to ensure the rehabilitation of the affected people and areas.  Psychologists and physiologists will also play a major part in this committee.


Deputy Commissioner Bharat Khera says the District Disaster Management Authority will work equally in peace and emergency.  He says the beauty of this Authority will be the quick response of the concerned Gram Panchayat Disaster Management Authority in the event of any catastrophe, mishap, calamity or grave occurrence in any area, arising of natural or man made causes.  This will end the waiting period and immediate relief will be available at the local level.  Sub-Divisional and District Level Authorities will be in a position to boost the efforts in the given time.  This will minimize the loss of human life and property.  


He says concerned officers and other members will be trained time to time to deal with such situations.  He says all the newly constituted committees have been asked to submit their proposals within a week and replicate them to the lower level. 
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