PRESS NOTE

Una, September 3: A Workshop on Right to Information Act was organized at Bachat Bhawan today for Public Information Officers (PIO) and Appellate Authorities under the aegis of the Himachal Pradesh Institute of Public Administration. Principal Secretary (Administrative Reforms and Training) TG Negi, HIPA Faculty member KK Handa and Research Officer Rajiv Bansal were the key speakers. 

Negi informed that all applications under the RTI Act, except those made by people living Below Poverty Line (BPL) were to be accompanied by a rupees ten bank draft, postal order or Treasury Challan. The PIO should not insist on the application to be made on any specific format, except that it should convey the meaning of the desired information. He further informed that separate applications are to be made for information pertaining to separate financial years and different subject matters. 

The faculty informed that the desired information will be supplied to the applicant along with all file notings, except those which can be withheld due to security reasons. He said, most of the information within the Police CID department did not fall under the purview of the act, except the information pertaining to corruption or violation of Human Rights. 

The Public Information officers were told to act as Adjudicators as well as Advisors to the applicants on the extent of information that can be given, keeping in view the public money that will be involved in providing the information and if the information was not available, he should inform the applicant about the exact source from where it can be obtained. He further advised the PIOs, not to wait till the 30 days deadline to respond to the applications.   

Deputy Commissioner KR Bharti and SP Santosh Patial were also present.

