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C.M. takes stock of Relief and Rehabilitation measures in Malana village

State Government to spend Rs. 3 crore initially for restoration works

The State Government would put best of its efforts to restore the glory of heritage village Malana in Kullu district where a devastating fire had gutted about 150 houses yesterday. This was revealed by Prof. Prem Kumar Dhumal, Chief Minister who visited the base of Malana village amidst heavy snowfall to take stock of relief and rehabilitation measures initiated by the district administration to provide shelter and other essential commodities to the affected families of the village.  He said that State Government would initially spend about Rs. 3 crore over the relief and rehabilitation measures. He handed over a cheque of Rs. 85 lacs to Deputy Commissioner Kullu to provide Rs. 65000 per family who lost their houses  in the fire to help them to construct their houses in the traditional old architecture. He said that possibilities would be explored to provide additional relief for house construction to affected families under Rajiv Gandhi Awas Yojna. He said that State Forest Corporation would supply timber wood to affected families for which necessary funds would be made available by the government. He said that the temples of prominent shrines of Jamlu Devta, Atharah Karadu Devta and 2 temples of Renuka Mata which got burnt in the fire would also be restored to its original architecture for which Rs. 2.5 lac each would be made available to Temple Committees for carrying out reconstruction work. 

He said that Malana was a historically important village and a number of research scholars  have been visiting the village from all over the world to study the unique system of democratic functioning in the local society. He said that State Government would honour the social and religious sentiments of villagers and help the reconstruction of their houses in accordance with original architecture. He said that various organizations were coming forward for donating essential commodities for providing relief to the affected families. He said that district administration would provide 15 rooms in Vaishno Devi temple at Kullu to provide shelter to affected families during the winter season.

Prof. Prem Kumar Dhumal announced free ration to affected families for three months and directed the authorities to set up medical camp  in the village besides monitoring relief and rehabilitation works in the village. He said that Government would construct community cowshed in the village for protection of domestic animals of villagers so that they were protected from harsh weather conditions. He thanked the Sain Foundation for donating Rs. 12.60 lacs, 401 blankets, 50 quilts and tents. He said that Everest Power Company executing Malana-II Hydro Electric Power Project would also donate Rs. 20 lacs besides GI sheets for construction of temporary sheds for affected families. He urged other power projects in the area to come forward in this hour of distress to provide relief and rehabilitation to affected to help them to restart their life.

Chief Minister emphasized the need to educate families in village to reconstruct houses in a planned manner so that such accidents could be avoided in future. He said that there was a need to create awareness among the villagers about the fire incidents and natural calamities and advised them to construct their houses in such a manner that life and property was protected in all such cases. He requested the people of the village to extend cooperation to the Government in constructing road to the village which would improve connectivity to the area.

Prof. Prem Kumar Dhumal also announced Rs. 50,000 to Shri Yash Pal who received burn injury in the fire incident which broke out in Bajaura recently. 

Shri Khimi Ram, Shri Gobind Thakur, MLAs, Senior Officers of district administration accompanied the Chief Minister besides project authorities which were executing projects in the valley. 
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