Kufri to be developed as Model Panchayat-Rana
Shimla 20 Nov:  Famous tourist spot Kufri near Shimla would be developed as Model Panchayat and all efforts would be done for its beautification and cleanliness. Shri J.S.Rana, Deputy Commissioner Shimla said this while presiding over a meeting held in this regard at Kufri Holiday Resort. 

          Shri Rana said that 4-5 panchayats would be developed as Model Panchayats in the District so that other could follow the pattern. He said that it was a welcome step that Kufri Panchayat People, Hoteliers and Pony owners all were ready to restore the old glory of Kufri and a project has been prepared with the help of Neitherland expert Mr. Joseph A.C.M. Van odenhoven. He said that Kufri was a beautiful place where people from country and abroad visit throughout the year. This was also birth place of Skiing in India and many Indian Movies had been shooted here. He said that over the years the environment of this area has suffered due to many reasons including ponies. He said that it was praise worthy that Pony owners have principally agreed to stop the pony business in the area and also not allowing the oursiders to adopt this business in order to prevent environment and pollution. He said that pony owners could take benefit of State Government’s Home-Stay Scheme. He directed the District Tourism Officer to recommend as many as cases under this scheme. He said that this was a novel scheme as tourists could get the feel of rural environment and life and people could get additional income and they are exempted for luxury tax and commercial rates on water and electricity. Besides they could take up medicinal- herbal plantation and vermiculture for which Department of Environment, Science & Technology provides technical and financial assistance. 

         Deputy Commissioner asked the Kufri Panchayat to submit comprehensive report within 15 days of connecting all wards with Pukka Paths, Total Sanitation Programme and other infrastructure such as Community Hall. He said that if Govt. land was available in the panchyat, a village hat would be constructed. 

          Shri Sohan Singh President Kufri Horse Union said that 13 bighas land was available in private sector for which they want to construct the house for tourism point of view. Deputy Commissioner suggested that they could form a society and could get bank loans and administration would provide technical and other infrastructural facilities. 

            Shri Tarsem Bharti, BJP Leader thanked the Deputy Commissioner for convening this meeting at Kufri with Officers of Forest, Revenue, PWD, IPH & Tourism etc.  He said that he was keen for the development of tourist places Kufri and Naldehra. 

           Shri Sant Ram Pradhan Kufri Panchayat told that there were about 200 houses in the Panchayat and 70 people were ready to adopt Home-Stay Scheme while 73 people were willing to adopt vermiculture and herbal aeromatic plantation. 

           Dr. Bhanu Neopani, Principal Scientific Officer, Environment, Science & Technology apprised that since April this year the Department has taken up herbal-aeromatic plantation and vermiculture project. He said that 24 Blocks were being 

covered in the State including Chirgaon, Rampur and Mashobra of Shimla District. He said that 615 farmers would be covered in Mashobra Block and 45 farmers have come forward in Kufri so for. He said that Rs. 4000 would be provided as support money to BPL families and 300 for mother planting under this scheme. He said that Deptt was also providing low cost poly house for which poly sheet amounting Rs.2500 was being given by the Department. 

         Rotarian Shri Dhyan Chand said that aim of project was to develop comprehensive stretagies for planning in Kufri Panchayat so that environment was fullu preserved, ecology was not disturbed and sustainable development was achieved.

         Shri Rameshwar Sharma, ADM, Shri Man Singh Verma, SDM, Shri Rajinder Singh Presient Horse Union, Pradhans and public representatives of Kufri and neighbouring panchayats participated in the meeting.            

