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NODRANI MOVEMENT IS AN EXAMPLE OF WOMEN PARTICIPATION

Nodrani women movement is a live example of where there is a will, there is a way. This movement came into existence on May 23, 1992 in Gram Panchayat, Chatehar and since then it has been working for the social and economic upliftment of its members.  This movement wrote its story of success itself and has never accepted any help from any organization or government.   

Starting with a membership of 22, today it has over 100 members on its role.  This movement has also joined hands to give pre-nursery education to the local children.  It has constructed the office building by contributing its membership fee and is a witness of its routine meetings and Balwari Centre.  This movement has given birth to eight Self Help Groups in the Panchayat. 

Vimla Thapa was unanimously elected the president of this movement in 1992 after she opted for voluntary retirement from state health department.  Starting with the membership fee of just Rs.5/- per month, this movement enlarged its areas of activities.  

The movement encouraged its members to link themselves with self help groups.   Today, it has Nodrani Mata, Shivshankar, Saraswati, Surya, Vishnu, Ambika, Durga and Bhagwati SHGs.  Except Durga, all other groups have joined hands with the local bank.  These groups are engaged in knitting and weaving, candle making, dairy activities, pickle-sauce making etc.  The revolving fund of Sarswati SHG has reached up to 2.16 lac.  

Dr.Kshma Maitre, Project Director, CORD while praising Vimla Thapa and the movement, says all credit goes to her.  Now as the state government has sanctioned a new Anganwari Centre for Chatehar panchayat, but still these members have decided to continue its centre as it serves the purpose of pre-nursery training to the local children.  They are even prepared to arrange for the honorarium of its teacher and helper.

The movement has planned to open a vocational training centre for local girls and women to help them to be self-reliant.  The movement has selected land for the centre and all the members have again girded up to bring their dream project into reality.  
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