Una, November 14: Chief Minister Prem Kumar Dhumal today announced that a quantum boost would be given to the tourism sector in the district by way of providing basis infrastructure for the tourists, including religious tourists that visit the various shrines in and around Una district. Addressing a public meeting at Bangana, he said sum of 30 lakh rupees for setting up a tourist information centre and a sum of 60 lakh rupees for creating parking facilities at the district headquarters.

Dhumal said, the dilapidated fortress situated on the picturesque Sola Singhi Dhar would be developed as a major tourist attraction with trekking routes earmarked and rest places for tourists. A sum of 40 lakh rupees would be spent for the purpose that includes fixing of lights and benches. 

The Chief Minister said, the sacred Bharmouti temple on the banks of the Satluj river would be given a facelift with a sum of 40 lakh rupees so that the pilgrims can take a holy dip safely in the river during annual fairs. He also announced that flush toilets would be constructed at Lathiani, Bangana and Samoor Kalan village, which are enroute religious pilgrim’s routes to Jwalaji and Baba Balak Nath temples. These toilets and rest places would be constructed at a cost of 40 lakh rupees. Besides, the CM also announced a grant of rupees 15 lakh for the construction of toilets near the Chintpurni shrine.  

The CM said that a sum of 64.75 crores of rupees was being spent in the district for development of road and bridge network. He said, 234 out of the total 235 panchayats in the district were connected with roads and that the remaining Panchayat of Kutlehar constituency would soon be linked with the state’s road network. He announced a sum of 19 crores of rupees for developing different roads in Kutlehar segment besides announcing a grant of 50 lakh rupees for a foot bridge in Daghod village of the same segment. 

Talking about the railways sector, the CM said the Railways Ministry has informed the state government that the Bhanupali-Barmana rail line would be completed by 2014 and that the Union government would give 75 percent financial assistance for the project, with the state bearing the remaining share. He said, the Railways Board and a private company were surveying the extension of the Pathankot-Jogindernagar section of the existing rail track up to Leh, via Kullu, Manali and Lahul, which was important, both,  strategically as well as to boost tourism in the hill state. 

Dhumal said the Railway Ministry has agreed to extend the Jan Shatabdi train upto Una, which is currently running from Delhi to Nangal. The train, he said would be extended in the coming calendar year. He said the Union government has given its consent for the 235.52 crores rupees Swan River channelisation project between Gagret and Loharli villages. The Union government will give 90 percent funding with the remaining 10 percent as soft loan.       

Referring to the problems being faced by the state’s agriculturists in view of monkey menance, the state government was taking effective steps. He informed that two sterlisation centres for monkeys were already functional in Hamirpur and Palampur, while a third one would soon be made functional at Bangana in Una district. 

While speaking state level function of the 55th All India Cooperative week at Bangana, the CM said, while even the developed nations like the USA were facing economic crisis, the Cooperative sector presented viable options. He said the cooperative movement started in Una district and the people need to rise above party politics to work in sectors of off season vegetables, floriculture, mild production and wool production. 

The CM said NABARD had sanctioned funds amounting to 154.60 crores of rupees for strengthening the agriculture sector. The amount would be utilized in constructing 16500 poly houses for vegetable and flower cultivation. The farmers will be given 80 percent subsidy in setting up their units. The CM gave away state level awards  to the first three Agriculture Co-operative Societies of the state, namely Dhadhol in Bilaspur, Tiara in Kangra and Dohgi Kotla in Una district. District level awards were given to Banda, Mubarikpur and Pandoga. Kutlehar 

Earlier, the CM presided over the inaugural ceremony of the HP state Volleyball Championship at the Indira stadium. He said 137 players had been given government jobs by the present government. He announced a sum of 65 lakh rupees for laying wooden flooring at the Una Indoor stadium, 18 lakhs for sprucing up the sports hostel and 10 lakhs for the swimming pool. 

During his one day visit of Una district, the CM laid the foundation stone of a 33 KV sub station to be constructed at a cost of 3.59 crores of rupees and foundation stone of the science block at senior secondary school thanakalan. The sub station will benefit 178 villages in 15 panchayats. He also laid the foundation stone of the ITI building at Bangana to be constructed at a cost of 2.5 crores of rupees.  

MLA Virender Kanwar, Una MLA Satpal Singh Satti , former ministers Parveen Sharma, Satya Parkash Thakur, former MLAs KK Kaushal and Karam Singh Thakur and Zila Parishad Chairman Balbir Bagga were also present. 

