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Health Minister Dr. Rajiv Bindal unfurled the National flag
Hamirpur, 15 April -        64th Himachal Day was celebrated  at Hamirpur with great enthusiasm today. Health Minister Dr. Rajiv Bindal unfurled the National flag  and took salute of the  contingents of the Himachal Pradesh Police, Himachal Pradesh Home Guards, N.C.C. etc. The parade was commanded by Sub-inspepctor Rattan Chand .  Celebrations were witnessed by large number of people from all walks of life, who had thronged the venue in their traditional costumes. Variety cultural programmes were presented to mark the celebration.

Addressing the gathering, Dr. Bindal said that Himachal Pradesh has made phenomenal progress in last 4 Decades and had emerged as pioneer in development not only for hill States but also other areas in the country. He said that it was a happy augury that it has been conferred with more than 3 dozen Awards at National and International level. Tracing out the history of the State, Dr. Bindal said that the State had made rapid strides and credit for this goes to the hard working and sincere people of the State besides the leadership which got the opportunity to serve the people. 

He said that present State Government after taking over the reins of the State on 30th December, 2007 had accelerated the pace of development and started various public welfare schemes so as to give new direction for development in the State. He said that its endeavour had been to speed up the development in those areas which had remained neglected so far and was ensuring that the benefits of policies and programmes of the Government percolated down to every section of the society. 

Dr. Bindal said education, health and road had been given top priority as all these three sectors concern the commonman. He said that efforts to make Himachal Pradesh an educational hub in the country. He said that to achieve this, a number of educational institutions were being opened. He said that one Technical University, one Degree College, one Engineering College, 43 Senior Secondary Schools, 58 High Schools, 62 Middle and 33 Primary Schools had been opened in the Government sector alone during last three years. He said that besides Central University, National Institute of Fashion Technology and Food Crafts Institute had been established in Kangra district, Technical University and Hotel Management Institute in Hamirpur district, IIT and ESI Medical College and Hospital in Mandi district. He said that Atal Shiksha Kunj had been set up at Kalu Jhanda in Baddi Barotiwala area of Solan district. Three more medical colleges are proposed to be opened, one each in Hamirpur, Una and Sirmaur district. 

Dr. Bindal said that Government was committed to ensure better medical care facilities to the people at their door steps and added that 600 MBBS, 85 Ayurvedic doctors and hundreds of nurses and paramedical staff had been appointed during last three years and posted in far flung areas of the State so that people could get facility of medical treatment in these areas. 

He said that 38 medicines were being provided free of cost to BPL families in all OPDs in the State. He said that 'Atal Swasthya Sewa' had been started from 25th December last in seven districts of  the State and three more districts were covered by 31st March, 2011. He said that ambulance service was being provided free of cost within 35 minutes in case of emergency. Dr. Bindal said that free institutional deliveries were being done in 100 hospitals in the State. He said that Chief Minister School Health Programme had been started for medical check up of the students free of cost. He said that for senior citizens denture were being provided free of cost under 'Muskan' scheme launched last year. 

He said that to ensure that poor persons do not face any difficult in medical treatment National Health Insurance Scheme was being implemented in right perspective under which Rs. 30,000 was being given for treatment. In case of serious illness, a sum of Rs. 1.75 lakh was being given to poor patients. He said that Himachal Pradesh had been adjudged the best State for registration of maximum BPL families under this scheme in the country. 

                   Dr. Bindal said that during last 3 years a sum of Rs. 13.46 crore had been spent for the construction of different health buildings in Hamirpur District besides providing Rs. 49 lakh for the repair and maintance of health instutions. He said during 3 years Civil Hospital Tauni Devi , PHC Mehal. PHC Choru, CHC Sujanpur Tihra and Eye Hospital in Regional Hospital hamirpur were dedicated to the public by Government. He said said Altrasound facilities is being provided once in a week in The FfRUs at Bhoranj, Sujanpur and Nadaun.He said more than 93 percent deliveries were registered in Govt health instutions of District Hamirpur till 31 march,2011. 

                                   Local MLA Smt Urmil Thakur, MLA Nadaunta Baldev Sharma, Zila parisad chairperson Sarla Sharma, Chairman district Markiting board Pyre lal sharma, Chairman KCC bank Raseel Singh Mankotia, Chairman Ex. Service Corporation MC Parmar, DC Rajinder Singh, SP Kuldip Sharma were also present among others on this occasion. 
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