Una, August 15: The district level celebrations for the 64th Independence Day of the country were held at Amb Sub Division of the district. Health minister Rajiv Bindal, who was the chief guest on the occasion, unfurled the National Flag and inspected the Guard of Honour at the Ramlila ground. He also took salute at an impressive March past presented by contingents of the Himachal Police, Home Guards, NCC and NSS. The March Past was led by Sub Inspector Sanjay Kumar.

Speaking on the occasion, the Minister paid rich tributes to the freedom fighters who made sacrifices to free the nation from the clutches of the British rulers. He reminded the fellow countrymen about the excesses endured by the country’s patriots as part of the

freedom struggle. He appealed to the people to tread on the path shown by Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of the Nation.

        Bindal said post Independence, the country has made long strides in all fields, which was only possible because of the collective efforts of all. Speaking about Himachal Pradesh, he said the state is a front runner, particularly in the fields of Literacy, Environment Protection and Health in the country, for which he congratulated the hard working people of the hill state.

                  Talking about his own department, the Health minister said during the

last two years, there was a marked quantitative and qualitative improvement in the Health services. Besides recruiting new manpower, basic Health infrastructure was spruced up, he said, adding that while the student intake in the two Medical colleges of the state was

enhanced, new courses like Bachelor in Ayurvedic Pharmacy and B.Sc. in Ayurvedic Nursing had been initiated in the state.

Bindal informed that an innovative project titled “Muskan’, aimed at bringing smiles on the faces of Senior citizens and those living Below the Poverty Level (BPL) had been launched on 14 August. Under the project, all persons above the age of 65 years besides the members of BPL families would be provided free dental care besides dentures. He

informed that two new Centers of Excellence in Ayurveda, Namely Centre of Excellence in Geriatric Health at Paprola and Centre of Excellence in Herbal medicine at Jogindernagar would soon start functioning at an initial cost of 5 crore rupees each.

                    On the occasion, the minister honoured Una resident Ananta Kanwar, who secured admission to nine medical colleges of the country this year, Ayurvedic Medical Officer Dr Arun Kumar posted at Ambkalan, Sub Inspector Shyam Lal, Traffic In-charge of Una city and Mahender Singh Parmar, Additional SHO Gagret for their exemplary services.

Colourful cultural presentations were made by school and college students to mark the gaiety and festivity of the special occasion. 

                 Chief Parliamentary Secretaries Satpal Singh Satti and Virender Kanwar, Gagret MLA Balbir Chaudhary, Deputy Commissioner KR Bharti and SP Santosh Patial were also present.
