PRESS NOTE
Una, February 15: Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Prem Kumar Dhumal today said that humanity calls for a recognition to those who set high standards in the society. Speaking at the 34th annual function of Himotkarsh Parishad at its Women’s college in Kotla Khurd village after honouring some personalities who excelled in their respective fields of activities, he said the coming generations get a chance to learn from the rich experiences of the past.

Expressing concern over the quickly degenerating climatic conditions, the CM said the creation of a Trans Himalayan Development Authority was the need of the hour. He said, developed nations need to support the developing countries like India with subsidies in cooking gas so that forests can be saved. Holding responsible, the developed nations for producing Green House gases, the CM said the Himalayan hill states that make major contributions in producing good gases and doing away with green house gases, should be given special packages. 

Dhumal said Himachal Pradesh alone is capable of producing 21,000 MW of pollution free Hydel Electricity and that the developed nations need to support the state in this cause. ‘We can not prevent a natural Calamity, but we can certainly delay it’, he remarked.

On behalf of Himotkarsh Parishad, the Chief Minister honoured five eminent personalities with the National Integration Awards and five with the Himachal Shree awards. The awardees included Delhi High Court Judge Justice Rekha Sharma. The Judge has her paternal roots in Dulehar village of Una district. Other awardees are Dr TDS Aloke, Head of the Journalism department of the HP University, Typing world record holder Padamshree Rajinder Thakur from Theog, and Ramesh Sehgal, Philanthropist from Jalandhar, Besides, the parents of Shaurya Chakra awardee Maj. Anshul Shukla were also honoured in his absence.

Those who received the Himachal Shree Awards are Secretary of the Public Works Department, Balram Sharma IAS, Sports Coach Bhupinder Singh from Hamirpur, Dr Preetam Kalia of the Indian Agriculture Research institute in Delhi, Dr Prem Bhardwaj, retired HAS officer and Himachal Pradesh Chapter of the Special Olympics (India) Association. 

The Chief Minister honoured the toppers of various courses being run by the different Universities of the state. He also distributed cash scholarships of 1.64 lakh rupees to 88 students who qualified in the scholarships examinations held by the Parishad recently. He said, the government was making strides towards developing the state as an education hub. He informed that a suitable track of land in Kalu Jhanda area in Solan District had been selected for the ‘Atal Shiksha Kunj’ project. Under the ambitious project, he said four Private sector Universities would be set up to train the youth of the state in a wide gamut of courses. 

Dhumal said recent statistics point out that the state had surpassed Kerala in the Primary Education sector. More than 90 percent education has been recorded, which is the highest in the country, he said. 

The CM said Himachal Pradesh should get its due share for its natural resources that were being used by other states. He pointed out that while Bhakra Dam was located in Himachal Pradesh, its share in the total 1,365 MW electricity produced was only 2.5 percent, while Chandigrh was getting 3.5 percent share. The dam oustees are still searching for land in Rajasthan and Haryana, he said. He added that during the construction of the Pong Dam reservoir in Kangra district, more than 16,500 people had to migrate, but the people are still not properly rehabilitated. The state is not receiving a single unit of free electricity from Pong dam, he rued. Yet again, he said Himachal Pradesh is not getting a single unit free from the Beas Satluj Project at Salapar, which is located within the state. The hydel project is producing 990 MW of electricity. He said, the Union government should provide more support and financial assistance for strengthening the hydel power generation capacity of Himachal Pradesh as well as give the due share of hydel electricity being produced here at the three hydel projects at Bhakra, Pong and Salapar. 

The CM announced the construction of link road in Kotla Khurd village under NABARD funding. He also sanctioned a sum of 5 lakh rupees for the construction of wire stone crates to check soil erosion near the Women’s college. He sanctioned a grant of 50,000 rupees from his discretionary fund towards the college. 

Earlier, Himotkarsh President Kanwar Hari Singh spoke about the activities of the voluntary organization. The Chief Minister was accompanied by Una MLA Satpal Singh ‘Satti’, Kutlehar MLA Virender Kanwar, Gagret MLA Balbir Chaudhary, former minister Parveen Sharma,DC Padam Singh Chauhan and SP Venu Gopal.  

