PRESS NOTE
Una, March 17 :  Irrigation and Public Health (IPH) minister Ravinder Ravi today said that the second phase of the Integrated Swan river flood management project would be launched to channelise the river between Jhalera bridge and Marwari village, the origin of the river. Addressing a Public meeting at Ajoli in Una constituency today]  he said a detailed project report amounting to 243 crores of rupees has been prepared and will be sent to NABARD for funding. 

He disclosed that a sum of 62 crores of rupees was being spent in the first phase to channelise the river upto a distance of 16 kilometers before it drains into Roop Nagar district of Punjab. He said a budgetary provision of 11 crores of rupees had been made for the ongoing first phase for the coming financial year. 

The IPH minister informed that the medium irrigation scheme at Bhabour Sahib in Una district, that irrigates agricultural command area of 3,500 hectares in 19 census villages from the Gobind Sagar reservoir over Satluj river would be given a facelift. He said orders had been given to replace old leaking pipe lines to save water so as to save soil erosion and to irrigate greater area. He added that in order to bring greater efficiency in the department, it has also been decided to maintain complaint registers on irrigation and drinking water schemes.

Minister said, during the coming financial year, a sum of 325 crores of rupees would be spent by the department in the state. This amount includes 155 crores of rupees as part of the state budget and 170 crores of rupees through Union government sponsored schemes. He hailed the state budget announced by Chief Minister Prem Kumar Dhumal as a balanced one that would benefit each and every section of the society. 

The IPH minister said 97 percent of water on the planet was saline, while two percent was in the form of snow and ice. The flora and fauna on the land were therefore dependent only on one percent water, which was the reason why we need to be concerned about the quick depletion of the water sources. He said new domestic and commercial constructions would not be allowed by the Town and Country Planning department without provisions for rain water harvesting structures. 

He stressed on the need to recharge the ground water reserves by adopting effective watershed management concepts at the grass roots level from villages and rural households to the urban elite. He informed that the detailed project report for channelisation of the Holi Khad, a Swan river tributary that drains toxic waste water from the Mehatpur Industrial area to the Swan river will be prepared soon. It may be added that the liquid effluents have been reported to cause diseases amongst humans and animals besides rendering agricultural land unfit for cultivation.   

The minister was accompanied by Una MLA Satpal Singh Satti, Zila parisad member Sh. Balvir Bagga, Smt Manjit kaur and Block BJP President Sh. Makhan singh.
