PRESS NOTE 

Una, September 2: The Una district Revenue department, headed by Deputy Commissioner KR Bharti today presented the figures of 25 crores of rupees as crop and fodder loss due to drought during the last Rabi and present Kharif seasons. The presentation was made to a Central Government team that reached here to assess the loss to the state’s agriculturists due to the recent drought spate. 

The four member team was headed by EK Majhi, Joint Secretary in the department of Agriculture and the other members included B Rath, Deputy Commissioner in the Agricluture department, P Doorjee, Deputy Director of the Central Water Commission, and AS Negi, Under Secretary in the Food and Public Distribution Department. 

According to the district Revenue authorities, there has been a loss of 7.12 crores in the agriculture sector. Out of a total 34,985 hectares of land under cultivation in the Rabi season, 26,905 hectares had been affected, out of which 18,373 hectares had reported a loss of more than 50 percent. The total loss to the kharif crop was calculated at 5 crores of rupees. During the kharif season, 33,250 hectares of land was cultivated, of which 15,301 hectares was affected by drought, incurring a loss of 2.12 crores, said the report. 

In the horticulture sector, fruit trees are cultivated on 5,060 hectares with a projected production of 12,487 metric tones of temperate, citrus and other sub-tropical fruits. The overall loss to fruits was to the tune of 5,241 Metric tones, calculated at 2.75 crores of rupees. 

The district Animal Husbandry department has calculated a loss of 3.94 crores of rupees, which, if available could be used to provide transportation subsidy to farmers for fodder at the rate of 5 and 2 kilograms per day to adult and young cattle respectively for a period of two months. The department has calculated a deficit in available fodder in the district to the tune of 2.27 lakh metric tones.

The Irrigation and Public Health department has calculated a loss of 8.86 crores of rupees due to drought. Out of the total 166 drinking water schemes, 26 have gone dry, while out of the total 332 lift irrigation schemes in the district, 25 have either dried up or have a reduced water discharge. In order to make up the reduced drinking water and Irrigation, the department needs to install 216 handpumps at a cost of 4.08 crores and construct 3 rain water harvesting structures at a cost of 48 lakh rupees. Besides, the department needs 4.3 crores of rupees for replacement, improvement and repair of water pumping machinery. 

The Central team later visited Barnoh village of Kutlehar constituency as well as some villages of Una and Chintpurni constituencies on way to Kangra district.          
