Una, September 22: Chief Minister Prem Kumar Dhumal today inaugurated the newly constructed Science block at government Senior Secondary School Gondpur Banehra in Gagret constituency. Speaking on the occasion, he said the state government was making efforts to boost rural infrastructure since a majority of the state’s population still resides in the villages.

 

Elaborating on the various schemes for the benefit of the rural masses, the Chief Minister said  Pandit Deen Dayal scheme for construction of poly houses had been launched, which was getting very popular amongst the farmers opting to boost their economy through cultivation of off season vegetables in poly houses. He said, another scheme for the benefit of the milch cattle rearers, namely ‘Doodh Ganga Yojna’ would be launched on 25 September. 

 

Dhumal said a water Management Board had been constituted to conserve rain water to protect the fragile soil of the hill state from erosion during rains. Talking about Una district, he said, despite being small in size, the district had emerged as a significant contributor to the state’s development. He said, while all the habitations in the district have been provided with electricity and potable water connection, 140 out of the total 235 panchayats have become Open Defecation Free.
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The Chief Minister announced that the state’s pensioners would receive pensions on the basis of revised pay scales from October 2009 onwards. The CM was presented a cheque of rupees 51,000 as contribution towards the CM relief fund by the Gagret Truck Union members.

 

Taking a dig at the Congress, Dhumal said, while the state had recently bagged 7 out of the total 41 national level awards, the state Congress was unable to see any developmental activities. He said, the Prime Minister himself had stated recently that Himachal Pradesh was turning out to be a model state in the Social sector, adding that the state's congressmen, including the Union minister for steel were mum on the issue of slashing the quota of sugar through the Public Distribution System by the UPA government. 
 

The CM was accompanied by local BJP MLA Balbir Chaudhary, Chief parliamentary Secretaries Satpal Singh ‘Satti’ and Virender Kanwar besides former minister Parveen Sharma.

