Una, June 23: Agromet Advisory Services to provide local weather forecasting to the farmers at district and block level will be launched during the current financial year. This was disclosed by Dr KK Katoch, Director Extension of the CCS Agriculture University, Palampur while addressing a Scientific Consultative Committee meet at the Una Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) here.

All the twelve KVKs of the state will serve as the nodal agencies under the programme, which will be launched with the help of the Indian Meteorological Department, said Dr Katoch, adding that all KVKs would be equipped with Auto Recording Weather equipment and requisite staff for the purpose. 

The Director Extension advised the farmers to make use of the toll free Kisan Call Centre telephone number 1551 available direct from BSNL land line. The number can also be accessed free of cost from BSNL cell phones using Shimla STD code 0177 used as prefix. The Kisan Call centre will provide answers to farmer’s queries.

Dr KK Katoch said Certificate and Diploma courses in various disciplines of Agriculture would be launched by the University during the current financial year. He said the courses would be offered to progressive farmers and will be implemented through the twelve Krishi Vigyan Kendras spread across the state. He informed that the University had finalised the course content and that courses would be distributed as per the locations that suited the courses. He however said that fee would be charged for these three month duration courses and the candidates will have to possess a minimum qualification. He expressed hope that the courses will bring in professionalism amongst the farmers.   

