Una, August 25: Una district, which is also known as the food bowl of the state is all set to become a hub for vegetable cultivation. At a district level meeting of bankers, revenue officials, agriculture and horticulture officials besides progressive farmers, Una Deputy Commissioner KR Bharti today said that 20 percent farmer’s share under the Pandit Deen Dayal Kisan Bagwan Samridhi Yojna for construction of poly houses will be disbursed at 7 percent interest to the farmers under the Kisan Credit Card (KCC) scheme. 

Through the arrangement, farmers having low capital will also be able to venture into seasonal and off season vegetable cultivation at very low bank interest rates. Moreover, raising credit through KCCs required very less documentation and the procedure was less cumbersome, said the DC.

Bharti informed that under the first phase of the Poly house scheme, 132 units were being set up at 80 percent subsidy and that a sum of 2.26 crores of rupees would be spent in the district by March, 2010. He informed that the second phase of the Deen Dayal Upadhyay scheme would aim at developing water sources and in setting up micro-irrigation schemes.

Deliberating on the Kisan Credit Cards, the DC said a massive campaign to educate and inform the farmers of the district would soon be launched with the help of Panchayati Raj Institutions and other community based organizations. He said, the KCC was a document that can be used by the farmers to obtain agriculture credit from banks as well as to avail the crop insurance benefits. Besides, he said, every farmer, taking agriculture credit gets a personal insurance cover of rupees 50,000. 

Lead District Bank Manager Kashmir Singh informed that more than 26,000 KCCs were distributed to the farmers in the district till date and that about 62,000 farmers were yet to be covered under the KCC scheme. He said, in order to obtain agriculture loans, the farmers having KCC will not need to mortgage assets up to a credit limit of 50,000 rupees, adding that the Punjab National bank had raised the limit to one lakh rupees. He said, a farmer can avail a maximum of 10 lakh rupees agriculture loan through the KCCs. 

Deputy Directors of the Agriculture and Horticulture department, District Manager of NABARD, members of the district Agriculture Technology Management Agency and a number of progressive farmers were also present besides bank managers and revenue officials.     

