Una, January 26: (               ) On the occasion of the district level celebrations of the 61st Republic Day, Social Justice and empowerment Minister Smt Sarveen Chaudhary unfurled the National Tricolour and took salute at an impressive march past presented by the contingents of Himachal Police, Home Guards, NCC and NSS besides Scout and Guides. 

                Chief Parliamentary Secretaries Satpal Singh ‘Satti’ and Virender Kanwar, Gagret MLA and District BJP Chief Balbir Chaudhary, Zila Parishad Chairman Balbir Bagga, Deputy Commissioner KR Bharti and SP Santosh patial were present on the occasion amongst others. 

                   Speaking on the occasion, Smt Sarveen Chaudhary said Women empowerment has been given special attention by the state government during the last two years. She said Himachal Pradesh was the first state in the country to have reserved 50 percent seats for women in Panchayati Raj Institutions and Urban Local bodies.  She said social security pensions to the destitute, old and widowed women besides physically challenged persons has been enhanced by 55 percent by the state government.   

                      The Minister said after assuming power, the state government had increased the social security pensions from rupees 200 to rupees 300 per month and subsequently increased it to rupees 330 pr month from January 2009.  she further said 27, 757 new cases of social security pension has been sanctioned by State Govt during last 2 years in the state and now 2 lakh 52 thousand pensioners are being given social security pension. She said the wages of daily wagers has been increased from Rs 75 to Rs 110. 
          Referring  the development of Una District, She said that a medical college in the private sector was in the offing in Una district and that the district was marching ahead towards becoming an educational hub. she said, the government was making efforts towards turning the river of Sorrow into a boon for the farmers of the district. The second phase for the flood protection and integrated project for taming the seasonal Swan river was being implemented. At an estimated 235 crores of rupees, the project would reclaim 5000 hectares of land from the fury of floods between Jhalera and Gagret. she added that another Integrated watershed project for Swan river, estimated at 160 crores of rupees was going on in full swing and the goods will be delivered to the beneficiaries by 2014. she said, 7,169 merritorious students were being given scholarships worth 1.16 crores of rupees in Una district, which include 4,700 students belonging to Below Poverty Level families. 

