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CM TAKES UP DATA QUALITY ASSESSMENT STRENGTHENING IN THE STATE WITH NATIONAL STATISTICAL COMMISSION 

Shri Virbhadra Singh, Chief Minister, raised the issue of strengthening the statistical  machinery in the state with the  growing acceptance to the use of the IMF’s Data Quality Assessment Framework as a tool for assessing data quality with the visiting Chairman of the National Statistical Commission of India Prof. S.Tendulkar, who called on him here today.

Chief Minister said that although best efforts are being made to create firm and broad data bank for the state which could serve as useful data base for all plan and policy formulations, bring out the estimates of Gross State Domestic Product/State Income and Economic Growth, significantly used for setting up of norms for interpreting level of economic development, conduct of various studies and surveys besides coordinate various statistical activities of different departments in the state.  He said that prioritized attention was being paid towards implementation of the 73th and 74th Amendments provisions to develop relevant information on indicators of development at the district level as such the district income estimates are being proposed. He said that there was growing acceptance to the use of the IMF’s Data Quality Assessment Framework as a significant tool for assessing data quality and the assistance of the National Statistical Commission would be required by the state.  He said that the Commission needed to provide the state necessary financial and technical know how with tools for adoption of the same in gathering the state statistics.

Shri Virbhadra Singh said that the state was in the process of data dissemination in improvement in coverage, periodicity, time saving, data quality making data easily assessable, introduction of electronic modes of data dissemination and dissemination of technical notes concerning methods, concepts and data limitations. He said that to keep pace with the latest trends in the data processing liberal financial and technical assistance was being sought after by the state government and hoped for required assistance by the National Commission.  He informed the Chairman that the state was bringing out regularly its Economic Survey report and dissemination of data done through regular state level, district level and block level publications to keep track of the developmental activities, financial and physical achievements at all level.  He added that a number of adhoc surveys, studies etc. were being carried to provide a bench mark base to various projects and programmes of the state government.
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Chief Minister said that the current information technology resources at the disposal of the state government were falling inadequate to cater to the immediate requirements and needed strengthening.  He appreciated the data collection work being undertaken by the Economic and Statistics Department which despite all constraints  had been keeping the same updated to the maximum.   He said that with the assistance of the National Statistical Commission the data processing and collection work would be more reliable, in time, convenient and accurate. 

Prof.  S.Tendulkar, Chairman, National Statistical Commission,  stressed on reliable data on development indicators of the state which will facilitate flow of private investment and strong planning of the policies and programmes.  He said that such data collection was more significant for Himachal Pradesh  as the state was being considered a preferred destination for investment in tourism, industry and power sectors.  He informed that the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, Government of India,  was implementing world bank funded India Statistical Strengthening Project to help strengthening of State Statistical system in two phases.  He assured the Chief Minister of best of the all possible support in strengthening the department of Economic and Statistics.

Shri Ashok Rajan, Economic Advisor, Himachal Pradesh, apprised the Chairman of the various data collection modes being adopted by the department and the achievements in different data collection projects.  He said that concerted efforts were being made to update the state data bank to make the same reliable, accurate and available for policy formulation by the state government.

Shri R.R.Rao, Excise and Taxation Minister and Shri V.Bajaj, Deputy Director General of the Central Statistical Organization, Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, Government of India were also present.
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