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No.  721/2010-PUB       DATED                     SHIMLA-2           July 13, 2010
Health Minister paid surprise visit to PHC Shogi 

Found doctors and staff absent


Dr. Rajiv Bindal, Health and Ayurveda Minister paid surprise visit to Primary Health Centre (PHC), Shoghi in Shimla District at about 9.32 AM today.

 Surprisingly, no staff member was present on duty and the Primary Health Centre was also locked. No one had reached the PHC till 9.50AM whereas numbers of patients were waiting outside.

Later the Health Minister, paid surprise check, at Civil Dispensary (CD) Nabha in Shimla and here also the staff was late and the doctor had not reported for duty.

Taking strong notice of those coming late in the health institutions, the minister directed the authorities to take necessary disciplinary action against the defaulters.
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No.  722/2010-PUB       DATED                     SHIMLA-2           July 13, 2010
Rs. 13.50 crore to be spent on construction of Ayurveda buildings in H.P.
Dr. Rajiv  Bindal, Health and Ayurveda Minister said that a sum  of   Rs. 13.50 crore would be spent on construction of new buildings and providings equipments  for 27 Ayurvedic institutions  in the State.

Presiding over the review meeting of Ayurveda Department here today, Dr. Bindal said that draft proposal for construction of new buildings for 27 Ayurvedic institutions had been prepared and added that Rs. 35 lakh would be spent on construction of each building of  the institutions while Rs. 15 lakh  for providing equipments etc. in these institutions in the State. He said that Ayurvedic Pharmacy College would soon be opened and added that all formalities had already been completed. He said that admission for B. Pharmacy in Ayurveda would start this year.. He said that similarly admission for B.Sc. Nursing in Ayurveda would start this year also.

Health Minister said that the present Government headed by Prof.  Prem Kumar Dhumal, Chief Minister was committed to provide better health care services to the people of the State for which Ayurveda Department was doing its best. He said that Panchkarma system of medicines was introduced in six institutions of the State after the formation of present Government which had now been introduced in nine more institutions. He said that now the treatment under Panchkarma system of medicines was provided to the people of the State in 15 institutions. He further said that treatment under ' Kashar Sutar' system of medicines was given in two institutions of the State upto 1st January, 2008 which had now been introduced in nine institutions till-now.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri P.C. Dhiman, Principal Secretary, Health and Ayurveda said that all-out efforts would be made for promotion Ayurveda in the State.

Earlier, Shri Prem Singh Draik, Director, Ayurveda welcomed the Chief Guest and detailed out the activities undertaken by the Department in the State.

The meeting among others was attended by Shri Roop Singh Verma, Deputy Secretary, Ayurveda, Shri Rameshwar Sharma, Additional Director and other senior officers of Ayurveda Department.

-0-

No.       /2010-PUB   DATED                     SHIMLA-2                          July 13, 2010

Himachal Dev Bhoomi –Prem Kumar Dhumal

Prof. Prem Kumar Dhumal, Chief Minister, lead the procession of Lord Jagan Nath with hundreds of devotees participating in the procession which began from the temple of Lord Shiva in the heart of the town of Hamirpur, today. 

Addressing a large congregation of devotees Chief Minister said that Himachal Pradesh happens to be the land of Gods and Godesses and devotional activities take place round the year in one or the other part of the State which had made it ‘Dev Bhoomi’. He said that there were many prominent religious shrines in the State which were being visited by devotees from far and near places making it a preferred destination to all the people visiting Himachal Pradesh.  He said that religious tourism was one of the major activity in the State, especially during the festive season when large number of devotees throng the shrines located in different parts of the State.  He said that eminent devotional teachers had been preaching teachings of different deities to motivate devotees lead a pious and successful life.  He underlined the need to adopt such teachings into daily life to attain salvation of all the sorrows.

Prof. Dhumal said that the State Government was committed for the empowerment of women folk and added that number of initiatives have been taken in this regard.  He said that women happened to be not only the most vital organ of the social system but symbolized inspiration, faith and sacrifice.  He said that educating women educate entire family besides alleviating the social status of such an educated family.  He expressed happiness over the women participation in majority in most of the devotional ceremonies.  He said that the State Government was providing women fair representation at various level besides making them active partner in the progress of the State. He assured the organizers that the State Government would be extending all possible help in carrying forward with devotional services regularly in future as well.  He also assured a grant of Rs. 5 lakh for the construction of link road to connect Karara temple and urged the temple authorities to convince local people for donating their land for the same so that work could be started.  

Swami Bhakti Prasad Vishnu Ji Maharaj, thanked the Chief Minister for his consecutive participation in the procession for the fifth time in a row.  He delivered sermon over the teachings of Lord Jagan Nath jee and detailed the itinerary of the week long function.

Prominent citizens of Hamirpur and senior officers of the State Government took part in the procession.
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No.       /2010-PUB   DATED                     SHIMLA-2           August  28, 2010

HIMACHAL FARMERS TO VISIT ISRAEL

A group of progressive agriculturists and horticulturists of the State would be visiting Israel to learn advance farming and fruit cultivation techniques from the experts during the month of September for a week.  This was revealed by Prof. Prem Kumar Dhumal, Chief Minister, in a meeting with visiting Dr. Avri Bar Zur, Agriculture Councillor in Embassy of Israel, here last evening.

Chief Minister said that farmers in Himachal Pradesh were progressive by nature and willingly adopt new techniques to increase their farm yields.  He said that it was the hard work put in by the farmers that Himachal Pradesh had universally been acknowledged as the ‘Apple State of India’.  He said that with diversified and modern techniques the horticulture sector would get boosted up to earn Himachal Pradesh title of ‘ Fruit Bowl of India’ in near future.  He said that it was due to the progressive nature of the horticulturists that apple was being cultivated in lower belts and mango in upper areas, which was known for apple produce only.  He informed that he had lead a high level delegation to Israel last year to gather first hand knowledge about the progressive farming techniques in the country and implement the same in Himachal Pradesh and give new dimensions to the farming activities.  He shared his experiences during the visit with the visiting dignitary and expressed satisfaction over the progress Israel had made in farm sector and water efficient irrigation system being adopted by farmers.  He said that the authorities accompanying him to Israel were working on the projects to implement the experience and knowledge acquired during the visit in the State.

Prof. Dhumal said that the State Government had launched a Rs. 85 crore Apple Rejuvenation Scheme to change to old root stock and replace the same by high yielding varieties so that the low apple yield could be increased substantially.  He said that the land holdings in the state were limited and best efforts were being made to make optimum use of the same to strengthen the rural farm economy.  He said that farmers were also being motivated to go for organic farming since it could fetch them remunerative prices in the ready market for such products.  He said that climatic conditions in Israel and Himachal Pradesh were almost similar and both the states could take benefit of expertise of each other which would be in the interest not only of the State but the country as a whole.  He said that Himachal Pradesh could benefit from the farm experts in Israel in enhancing the yield and produce better quality farm products for marketing.  He said that the initiative to send a group of farmers from the State on study of Israel would help them in updating of their knowledge and replicate the experience so gathered back home to give new directions to the farming techniques in the State. 
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Chief Minister welcomed the collaboration by the experts in different farm related fields from Israel with farmers of Himachal Pradesh which was bound to strengthen the farm sector.  He said that water was emerging a scarce commodity in coming years and its best use could be learnt from the Isreali farmers who had based their entire farming on drip and sprinkler irrigation techniques. He said that the State would be looking forward to experts from Israel to visit Himachal Pradesh and teach farmers such water efficient irrigation techniques.  He sought the expert opinion and remedy to check the frosting of mango crop in the lower areas of the  state. 

Dr. Avri Bar Zur, Agriculture Councillor, congratulated the Chief Minister for launching various farming schemes for the benefit of the growers.  He said that he had visited farmers in different parts of the state and was impressed by the produce polyhouses were producing, nurseries developed and the learning spirit farmers possessed. He said that Israel had the expertise and know how in irrigation, industrial, agriculture and horticulture sectors which could benefit Himachal Pradesh.  He said that there was appropriate remedy for all the hinderances in the farm sector and could be removed conveniently by the farmers themselves.  He said that experts from Israel would be visiting Himachal Pradesh in the near future to share their experiences and give live demonstrations to the progressive farmers.

Shri V.C.Pharka, Principal Secretary Horticulture, informed that a detailed meeting had already been held with Dr. Zur to chalk out the future strategy to give boost to horticulture activities with technical know how of Israel.

Shri Ram Subhag Singh, Secretary, Agriculture, apprised the Chief Minister of the progress on the front of future collaborations proposed to be made between Himachal Pradesh and Israel.  He informed that agriculture scientists from Israel would be visiting Himachal Pradesh in near future to interact with the farmers  and also give live demonstrations in the farms which was bound to give new directions to the agricultural activities in the State.

Dr. Arun Kumar, Principal Private Secretary to the Chief Minister, was also present on the occasion.
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