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Chief Minister said that the mining staff was required to perform their duty more vigilantly and ensure that no mechanical mining was being carried anywhere without the proper permission of the competent authorities.  He said that the mining would be required to be undertaken manually and carried on traditional carriers like mules, donkeys and back-loads to the road heads.  He said that no mining should be permitted near to the bridges, buildings, residential areas, agriculture land, drinking water and irrigation schemes constructed on the river beds.  He said that only safe areas needed to be declared as area open for mining activities.  He said that protection of the environment was of uppermost and of prime concern
