Chief Justice Sought Cooperation to deliver speedy justice.
Shimla, February 25 :  Chief Justice of HP High Court Justice Mr. Jagdish Bhalla was accorded warm welcome in a “Full Court Reference” held at High Court today, on the reopening of court after winter vacations. Judges of HP High Court S/Shri Deepak Gupta, Surjit Singh, Dev Darshan Sood, V.K. Ahuja, Surinder Singh, Sanjay Karol, Kuldip Singh and Rajiv Sharma were present on this occasion.

In his address Justice Bhalla said that it was a matter of pride that the judiciary in our country enjoys credibility still there was scope for improvement through reforms. He said that common people fed up with long delay in getting justice and he stressed the need of delivering speedy justice.  He said that various ways had been suggested to tackle the problem of judicial arrears and delay to avoid sufferings of the litigant public. Today, the law courts were being guided by a justice oriented approach as the concept of justice was the need of the day. He said that it was the responsibility of the judiciary to realize the constitutional promise of rule of law and securing justice for all. He said justice was placed higher than the other principles of “liberty, equality and fraternity”. While interpreting this provision of Supreme Court had held that social justice would include legal justice which means that the system of administration of justice must provide a cheap, expeditious and effective instrument for realization of justice to all sections of the people irrespective of their social or economic position or their financial resources.

Chief Justice termed the Bar as principal arm of judicial system. He said the Bar was the bulwark of the independence of the judiciary and the engine of professionalism and Bench can not be better than the Bar. He said the Institution will function best when Bar and Bench respect each other and understand their responsibilities and conscious of each other’s limitations. A counsel serves his institution best when knows that it was not his job to win cases by all means but to assist the Court with all his mastery of facts and law. He sought cooperation of all for clearing pendency and delivering quick justice in order to live to the expectations of the society. He said that Himachal High Court had set new standard in justice delivery and has been recognized in judicial system throughout the country. He said though this court was small in size, but nation requires quality not quantity. 

Justice Deepak Gupta, Judge of HP High Court, on this occasion, on behalf of the fellow judges, Officers and staff of HP High Court and entire judicial fraternity of the State extended warm welcome to Justice Bhalla for taking over as Chief Justice of HP High Court. He said that this High Court was small and young but had produced fine judges and some of its judgments had evolved fresh ideas and noble methods of jurisprudence. A number of Chief Justices of this High Court had been elevated to Supreme Court due to their unimpeachable integrity and sagacity they had earned laurels not only for themselves but for the entire state. 

He said that in 1979 when phrase “Public Interest Litigation” had not been coined the then Chief Justice of this High Court Mr. V.D. Mishra not only entertained but passed effective orders in matters leading to public interest including the ecology and environment of Shimla. Likewise, before the concept of Lok Adalts and Legal Aid Mr. Justice P.D. Desai of this High Court had introduced the concept of reconciliation in the courts of HP almost a quarter of a century ago. He said that the immediate predecessor Chief Justice V.K. Gupta had delivered a number of landmark judgements in the field of “Public Interest Litigations” which had greatly enhanced the image of this Court. He said that the legal acumen and vast experience of Mr. Bhalla would not only keep the high traditions of this Court but would further bring it to a new horizons.

Shri R.K. Bawa Advocate General, Ramakant Sharma, Chairman Bar Council HP, Balbir Chauhan President HP High Court Bar Association and Sandeep Sharma, Assistant Solicitor General of India also presented welcome addresses. 

Smt. Aruna Kapoor, Registrar General HP High Court conducted the proceedings. 

Justice Bhawani Singh, Former Chief Justice J&K, Madhya Pradesh and Gujrat High Courts and presently Lokayukta HP, retired Judges Justice V.P. Bhatnagar, R.K. Mahajan and K.C. Sood, Officers and members of legal fraternity and the Bar of HP High Court were also present.

