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No. 606/2008-PUB         DATED             SHIMLA-2           10th     June, 2008

C.M. launched Rs. 1365.435 crore H.P. State Road Project at Una

Prof. Prem Kumar Dhumal, Chief Minister laid the foundation stone at Una today to launch the ambitious Rs. 1365.435 crore, Himachal Pradesh State Road Project under which 435 km long state highways and major district roads would be upgraded besides periodic maintenance of 2000 kms road length.

Addressing an impressive public meeting at Una, Chief Minister said that it happened to be the first road construction and upgradation project of the State to be carried out by a Chinese road construction company and targetted period of the project would be 2012. He said that demand had been raised with Union Railway Ministry to start Jan Satabdi train from Una besides completing the Nangal-Talwara railway line work on priority. He said that 13th Finance Commission had also been approached and requested to raise the genuine developmental demands at the Central level so that the special category states were not equated with other states, since the geophysical conditions of the State were different. 

Prof. Dhumal said that the project would be completed in four phases on war footing. He said that State was grateful to World Bank for its financial support, which helped in launching the ambitious road project. He said that the State had accorded top priority to road, education, health and added self-employment, prosperity, self-reliance to the priority list, so that every section of the society was benefitted with the policies and programmes of the State Government. 

Chief Minister said that State was poised to emerge as  a model State as effective steps were already underway to achieve the objective. He said that the State was endeavouring to provide adequate functional manpower in all the health institutions as 210 posts of medical officers and dentists had been created to be filled up on priority. He said that it was for the first time that the contractual emoluments of the medical officers had been enhanced, who would get a maximum of Rs. 29,000 and specialists Rs. 45,000 per month with a view to attract best physicians to serve people.

Prof. Dhumal said that a joint front of all hilly States was being formed to raise the regional issues at Central level so that justice was done to the State. He said that all the Chief Ministers of hilly States had been approached to join 
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the forum so that common problems of the hilly States were taken up more effectively. He said that there would be no let up in getting the justice done to the State and legitimate rights would be obtained for the State and its people. He assured people that there would be every effort to facilitate the common man. 

Earlier, Chief Minister dedicated the new Zila Parishad building completed at a cost of Rs. 32.5 lakhs to the people of the district and hoped that the same would facilitate  the public representatives rise to the expectations of the people more conveniently. 

Shri Balbir Bagga, Chairman, Zila Prishad presented a draft of Rs. 21,000 towards Chief Minister's Relief Fund. 

Shri Gulab Singh Thakur, Public Works Minister said that the project was beginning of the international standard road construction activities in the State. He said that roads were the sole mode of connectivity in the State, hence wider roads with quality maintenance would make the road transportation more convenient. He said that PMGSY was started during earlier term of Prof. Prem Kumar Dhumal. He said that efforts were afoot to connect villages with a population of 250 with motorable roads by year 2012 while villages with population up to 500 would be connected by year 2009. He said that the ambitious road project would be completed in 36 months besides monitoring strict quality control. He assured the road construction company of full cooperation of the State Government. 

Shri Anurag Thaukur, MP Lok Sabha thanked the people of the area for electing him to Parliament. He said that development which had had come to standstill during previous Government was gaining momentum after Prof. Prem Kumar Dhumal returned to power as Chief Minister. He said that sports tourism promotion was on the anvil with quality infrastructure available in the State. He said that the ambitious road project would be carried out with latest road construction techniques and completed in a time bound manner. He also thanked the World Bank team for their financial assistance. 
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Shri Satpal Singh Satti, local MLA welcomed the Chief Minister and other dignitaries and thanked him for launching the biggest road project of the State from Una which was a moment of honour to the people of the district. He said that the district was poised to witness revolutionary development in coming years and would emerge as a landmark in the development. He also thanked people for their overwhelming support to elect a young leader from Hamirpur Parliamentary Constituency. 

Shri Hubert Nuve Jusserand, Senior Urban Transport Specialist of World Bank detailed about the road project, launched to upgrade a network of about 2500 kms of State roads to international standards. He said that the World Bank looked forward for more such road and developmental projects in the State. 

Shri Balram Sharma, Secretary, PWD welcomed the Chief Minister and said that it was the first ever road construction project being executed by a foreign company. 

Shri Arun Sharma, Project Director detailed out the features of the ambitious road project. 

Shri B.S. Rajpal, Engineer-in-Chief, HPPWD proposed vote of thanks. 

Shri Harinarayan Singh Saini, Shri Tejwant Negi, Shri Balbir Chaudhary, Shri Virender Kanwar, MLAs, Shri Praveen Sharma, former MLA, Shri B.S. Bagga, Chairman, Zila Parishad, Shri Ram Swaroop Sharma, Incharge BJP, Hamirpur Parliamentary Constituency, Shri Rajender Rana, BJP Spokesman, Shri Padam Singh Chauhan, D.C. Shri Gyneshwar Singh, SP,  Shri N.L. Sharma CE, HPPWD, Shri Pratap Tugsshik, Shri Alok Nath Bansal, Shri Parthapriya Ghosh and Ms Ritu Sharma prominent dignitaries of World Bank, were present on the occasion. 
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Government to take remedial steps to check price rise

Prof. Prem Kumar Dhumal, Chief Minister said that State Government was prepared to take all possible remedial steps to provide relief to the people from rising prices of essential commodities. He was addressing a mammoth public meeting at Gehra Kuthi in Kutlehar assembly segment of district Una where he was given a rousing civic reception by the people today.

Chief Minister said that State Government was concerned about frequent hike in prices of essential commodities, which was the result of unpopular policies of Union Government. He said that Union Government would have met the increased price difference from its own resources instead, the Centre left it to the State Governments to control prices though it was the subject of Union Government. He said that the State Government would make every effort to provide relief to people from the price hike and added that availability of essential commodities to consumers would be ensured at reasonable prices. He said that additional efforts would also be made to increase the purchasing power of the people under different programmes to compensate the price hike. 

Prof. Dhumal said that recently the State Cabinet had created record number of 6080 posts in different departments in one go besides 1217 more posts were created in the Cabinet meeting held yesterday. He said that majority of vacancies were in the Education and Police Departments and added that 4500 TGTs would soon be recruited in the education department where 50 percent vacancies would be filled up on batchwise and remaining 50 percent on merit basis to provide meritorious youth opportunities to explore possibilities of getting employment in the government sector. 

Chief Minister said that although there was limited scope for employment in the government sector, however, whatever opportunities occur would be filled up with transparency and on merit so that every eligible person was provided chance. He said that private sector, hydel and tourism sectors were also being explored to create employment to the unemployed youth while emphasis was on to motivate youth to go for self employment avocations.
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Prof. Dhumal assured the people that every effort would be made to give momentum to the development in the State and every area would be given added attention keeping in view its developmental requirements. He said that areas, which remained neglected due to one or other reason, would be given priority and brought at par with other areas so that entire State could progress uniformally. 

Chief Minister thanked the people of the area for overwhelming support to the Party and Government which resulted in registering record lead in the recently concluded parliamentary by election for Hamirpur seat. He said that interests people of the State would be protected at all costs. 

Shri Anurag Thakur, MP Lok Sabha thanked the people for their support, which made a record in political history of the State. He assured the people of full support in raising issues of State at Central Government level. 

Shri Virender Kanwar, MLA welcomed the Chief Minister and expressed gratitude for liberal finances for developmental needs of the people of the segment. 

Shri I.D. Dhiman, Education Minister, Shri Ravinder Ravi, Irrigation and Public Health Minister, Shri Harinarayan Singh Saini, Shri Satpal Singh Satti, Shri Tejwant Negi, Shri Balbir Chaudhary, MLAs, Shri Suresh Chandel, Shri Kripal Parmar, former MPs, Shri Praveen Sharma, Shri Naveen Dhiman, Shri Vikram Thakur,  former MLAs, Shri B.S. Bagga, Chairman, Zila Parishad, Shri Ram Swaroop Sharma, Incharge BJP, Hamirpur Parliamentary Constituency, Shri Rajender Rana, BJP Spokesman, Shri Padam Singh Chauhan, D.C. Shri Gyneshwar Singh, SP,  party office bearers, senior officers and prominent people of the area were present on the occasion. 
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State to pursue matter of extending Special Industrial Package upto 2013 with Centre: C.M.

Prof. Prem Kumar Dhumal, Chief Minister said that State would press upon the Union Government in association with Special Category States of Uttrakhand and Jammu and Kashmir to get the special industrial  package extended upto 2013 so that dream of former Prime Minister Shri Atal Behari Vajpayee was realized in real sense. He was addressing a largely attended public meeting at Gondpur Bullah in Santokhgarh assembly segment of district Una today. 

Chief Minister said that the pace of industrialization would be given renewed momentum so that besides industrial activities, the people of the State could get employment opportunities. He said that all the demands raised by Baddi-Barotiwala Nalagarh Development Authority (BBNDA) were implemented which included opening of Tehsil, PWD Sub Division, construction of bridge connecting the area with Chandigarh with four laned road and connectivity with international airport coming up at Mohali. He said that drug controller office had also been opened on the demand of Pharmaceutical companies of the area and added that State Government was open to any help to facilitate the industrialists. 

Prof. Dhumal said that zero tolerance was being observed for the corruption as Government was committed to make the State corruption free. He appealed to the people to bring any case of corruption to the notice of the State Government with substantial documentary proof so that action as per the law of the land could be initiated against such people. He said that people of the State had brought the party to power with massive mandate to provide them efficient and corruption free government. 

Chief Minister said that 133 KV Sub Station was being set up in the Tehliwal industrial area to meet the power requirements of the industrialists. He said that sincere efforts were being made to create infrastructure to cater to the necessities of the entrepreneurs so that they could conveniently carry forward their industrial activities. He assured the entrepreneurs, the best industrial investment 
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conditions in the State and urged them to be the partners in the development of the State. 

Prof. Dhumal said that environment has emerged as a subject of a immense concern since the global warming was threatening the existence of all living beings. He said that need had emerged to accord top priority to protect environment and refrain from any anti environment activity. He appreciated the endeavour of Saver Paper Mill for setting up a modern mill in the area, which would be one of the best in the world. He appreciated that the mill would manufacture paper of the world standard in eco friendly manner. 

Chief Minister was presented a draft of Rs. one lac by Shri Pawan Thakur, President, BBT Industries Association, Rs. 51 thousand each by Shri Narender Singh of Satluj Motors and   Shri Vinod Maheshwari, Director, Advance Power Control as contribution towards Chief Minister's Relief Fund. 

Shri Anurag Thakur, MP Lok Sabha  thanked the people for their support in making him victorious in Parliamentary by election. He assured local industrialists of his best efforts to redress their grievances at appropriate level. He said that he would make all out efforts to cater to the developmental needs of area. 

Shri Satish Soni, Director, Saver Paper Limited welcomed the Chief Minister and said that  mill was being established at a cost of Rs. 250 crore and generate employment to about one thousand persons. 

Shri Harinarayan Singh Saini, Shri Satpal Singh Satti, MLAs, Shri Praveen Sharma, former MLA,  Shri Jagroop Singh Chaudhary, senior BJP leader, Shri Ram Swaroop Sharma, Incharge BJP, Hamirpur Parliamentary Constituency, Shri Padam Singh Chauhan, D.C. Shri Gyneshwar Singh, SP and prominent people of the area were present on the occasion. 
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C.M. dedicated  Police Station constructed at a cost of Rs. 23.45 lakh at Haroli

Prof. Prem Kumar Dhumal, Chief Minister dedicated the new Police Station at Haroli, constructed at a cost of Rs. 23.45 lakh with staff quarters completed at a cost of Rs. 24.33 lakh and Bhadsali khad bridge over Ghaluwal-Bhadwali road completed at a cost Rs. 48.33 lakhs to the people of the area and hoped that both would emerge as milestones in the developmental process of the area besides strengthening infrastructure facilities. 

Shri Anurag Thakur, MP, Shri Hari Narayan Singh  Saini, Shri Satpal Singh Satti, MLAs, Shri Praveen Sharma, former MLA, Shri Jagroop Singh Chaudhary, senior BJP leader, Shri Ram Swaroop Sharma, Incharge BJP, Hamirpur Parliamentary Constituency, Shri Padam Singh Chauhan, D.C. Shri Gyneshwar Singh, SP and prominent people of the area were present on the occasion. 
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